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 Welcome to Fall, 2020.  This is the beautiful season we always have.  But, this year is like no other we've ever 
known.  As your staff and leaders at church, we find ourselves past the initial COVID crisis phase and are now settling into 
the "new normal."  We do not know how long this chapter will last, but we want you to know that we are moving full-
steam ahead with as much ministry with you as we can.  We all are still praying for the day we can reunite in person at 
church.  For now, we are grateful to you for the magnificent job you have done at embracing what we are doing to keep 
our church very much alive and vibrant and for being active participants in whatever you can.       
 Please know that your best source of information about church is our website - www.sjlcl.org - and also our Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/sjlcl.  Things are changing so quickly in this time that you will find much more current infor-
mation there than through even a monthly newsletter like this.   
 Lastly, now that fall is here and programs have begun again (all of them are held outside, at this point), we've had ex-
cellent crowds for drive-in parking lot worship on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  In mid-September, we also re-started our 
Wednesday services in the parking lot (6:00 pm).  We will hold these services in the parking lot as long as we can into the 
fall and invite you to take part in them as you are comfortable.  Know that we are currently planning beautiful Christmas 
Eve services in the parking lot, also, at least for now.   
 Thank you for being God's alive people at St. John's and for being a community of faith-filled, prayerful, and hopeful 
people.  We pray for you as a staff and leaders and we give thanks to God for all of you! 
 

In Christ's love and grace, Pastor Andy 
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 An anonymous donor has provided St. John's with 250 
fundraising cards that were originally designed to raise funds 
for the Lakeville South Girls Hockey program.  The hockey 
program has sold their share and their fundraising via this 
avenue is complete. These are left-over cards the donor has 
now given to us to sell at face value ($20) among our congre-
gation members and friends.  The funds raised will be kept 
here at St. John's for future projects.  This is exciting!  All 
discounts provided on the fundraising cards are for establish-

ments in our community:  Alibi, 
Baldy's BBQ, Hometown Auto, Red 
Fox Tavern, Teresa's, WaterWorks 
Car Wash, Erbert and Gerbert's, 
Barley+Vine, Green Mill, Toppers 
Pizza, Northern Taphouse, and 
Threads & Inks.  Each of the dis-
count coupons has unlimited use 
through July 31, 2021.   
 Get your card now by email-
ing Pastor Andy and letting him 
know how many discount cards you 
wish to reserve.  He will get the 
cards to you.  Thank you for partici-
pating in this terrific fundraising 
opportunity that has been handed 
to us. 

Fundraiser for St. John's 

 The 8th Annual South of the River Crop Hunger  
Walk has been modified this year to reduce commu-
nity transmission of COVID-19. Instead of launching 
our walk from a single location, all participating 
church teams will walk in their own neighborhoods, 
starting at 2:00 pm on Sunday, October 4 in small 
groups following CDC guidance about physical dis-
tancing and wearing face coverings.  
 2020 has presented extreme challenges which 
have greatly increased the number of people facing 
hunger and poverty. In 2018, 14.3 million American 
households  were food insecure. Current estimates 
expect that number to be 54 million in 2020.  75% of 
the funds raised will be provided to global hunger 
education, refugees, disaster relief, and self- help 
projects in more than 80 countries. The remaining 
25% will be given to the local organization, 2nd Har-
vest Heartland. 
 CROP Hunger Walks support the global mission 
of Church World Service, a cooperative ministry of 
37 denominations which has been in existence for 
more than 70 years. 90% of the money donated to 
CWS supports 
their mission of 
just and sustaina-
ble responses  
to hunger and 
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Family Sidewalk Sunday School and  

Zoom Sunday School!  

Sunday School has been reinvented with a family 

focus.  Thanks much to a team effort from our Return 

Team, CYF and staff we have recreated a children’s 

ministry for COVID times.  Families are coming to-

gether to learn the Bible Story and participate together 

in activities that hopefully make long lasting connec-

tions. We are getting back to the Lutheran tradition of 

faith formation at home and giving tools to families 

that meet them where they are.  Families who feel 

more comfortable participat-

ing from home are zooming 

in “live” with us. They are 

picking up packets with the 

week’s lesson and take 

home activity from the 

church’s front door.  The 

times, sure are changing but 

with the strong support of 

our families to continue our children’s ministry pro-

gram, we have created a way to continue! 

 

To join us: Please sign-up  for a 8:30am or 9:45am 

time for Sidewalk Sunday School. Bring a chair, mask 

and Bible. More comfortable at home? Great! Zoom in 

with us! Kits are available outside the front doors of 

the church so you can learn along with us on zoom!   

More information (including the Zoom link) can be 

found on our CYF page: https://www.sjlcl.org/children 

 

Outdoor Wednesday Nights at St. John’s 

Several months ago a vision of the church’s “back 40” 

full of small campfires surrounded by our 5th-12th 

grade youth was a wild dream that we wondered, 

could it be possible? Working with our Building and 

Grounds crew, Return Team, CYF team and staff we 

figured out a way to make it possible.  God also co-

operated with giving us a beautiful evening to kick off 

this new campfire ministry!  We had almost 90 people 

our first night-guides, youth and assistants helping to 

make it a safe, faith-filled and fantastic evening! It 

was so wonderful to have everyone together focused 

in on faith around a campfire! Who would have ever 

thought? God is at work here, giving us new way to 

connect, new ways to learn and new ways to find 

God wherever we are.  

Our Fall Program Outdoor Schedule: Please join us! 

Parking lot worship at 6:00pm 

Ablaze and Affirm begin at 6:30pm 

High School youth group will start at 7:15pm.  

Look for these links on our website:  

5th grade/Preteen: https://www.sjlcl.org/preteen-

ministry 

Confirmation: https://www.sjlcl.org/youth 

High School: https://www.sjlcl.org/high-school 

 
 
 

Save the Date!    
 

October 25 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Sign up to decorate a trunk!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040f4badaf22a6f58-trunk 

 

More information coming soon! We are still work-
ing out the details for a safe and fun, family 

event! 
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Return Team Update—9/23/2020 

The Return Team is now meeting twice-monthly and 
will have just met again as you are receiving this 
Journal Express.  Since the team's last meeting, 
school has begun locally and at colleges and univer-
sities.  Additionally, high school and many college 
fall sports have resumed.  COVID cases have just 
recently again shot up.  The team made a decision 
to watch trends of COVID until and through the mid-
dle to end of October to get a better feel for how end 
of summer mass gatherings nationally and local 
schools and sports openings would affect COVID 
transmission.  The team continues to take a con-
servative approach moving toward in-building, in-
person activities, including worship.  The team did 
authorize well-regulated outdoor youth and educa-
tion activities, including campfire confirmation, 
Ablaze, and youth group.  WAM (Worship Art Minis-
try) Team planning includes continued approach-
es toward parking lot worship as far into the fall and 
early winter as is feasible.  We continue to seek, as 
our goal, a safe return to in-person worship and ac-
tivities as soon as this is possible.  We thank all of 
you for your prayers for our team's work and for our 
church community at St. John's.   

St. John’s Return Team 

Scrip Card Sales for Muhanga Dispensary 
 
 We have a new supply of our best sellers available for 
immediate purchase. Contact Pastor Heather to arrange for 
pick-up.  Also, orders can once again be placed online. Check 
out ShopWithScrip.com for the entire list of cards you can 
order.  If you do not already have an account it is easy to 
sign up.  A one-time Enrollment Code is required to connect 
your account to SJLCL.  For security reasons you will need to 
contact the church office at 952-469-4916 to obtain that 
code. Order only physical cards. Remember, you do not pay 
for your cards online. You will pay when you pick them up at 
church.  You may enter your order online anytime, however, 
orders will be submitted only once a month. The deadline is 
8 pm on the 1st Sunday of each month. Your order will then 
be available for pick up at church the following Sunday. You 
may also place your order by calling Selma Holm at 952-469-
5342 or emailing her at pinktriker@aol.com. Please consider 
purchasing cards for your essential everyday needs as well 
as gifts. Profits from these sales help support the building of 
the medical dispensary in our partner village of Muhanga, 
TZ; a LIFESAVING ENDEAVOR! 
 Contact Pastor Heather for immediate purchase of 
these cards: 

• $100 Kwik Trip, Cub 

• $50 Kwik Trip, Target 

Volunteer to be part of phone calling care ministry—email pastorandy@sjlcl.org  

• $25 Kwik Trip, Cub, Target, Home Depot, Fleet Farm, 
Starbucks, Panera, Chipotle, Chili’s, Cracker Barrel, Taco 
Bell, Holiday Gas, Speedway Gas, Under Armour, Old 
Navy/Gap,  iTunes/Apple 

• $20 Little Caesar’s Pizza 

• $10 Caribou, Starbucks, Bath & Body Works, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Dunkin Donuts, Great Harvest Bread, IHOP, 
Papa John’s, Papa Murphy’s, Pizza Hut, Subway, Taco 
Bell 

• $5 Barnes & Noble, Taco Bell 

 

 

 

A Blessing of the 
Animals  

 
Sunday, October 4, 2020 

at 11 am 

Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord – 
Psalm 150:6 
 
All are welcome to join 
us at St. John's as you 
bring your pets to the 
parking lot October 4 at 11 am for a special Blessing 
of the Animals service. October 4th commemorates 
the life of St. Francis. In the spirit of St. Francis, this 
blessing honors animals that share our lives and 
touch our hearts. It also acknowledges and encour-
ages respect for all creation. 
 
Animals and humans may stay in their car OR join us 
on a specified spot on the sidewalk. There will be 
traffic controllers to help you park. Please follow 
these procedures: 
- Masks must be worn by all humans. 
- Curbside blessing – follow traffic guides. 
- Sidewalk blessing – stand at designated spot on 
sidewalk with a pet on a 6’ or shorter leash or in car-
rier. 
- Please stay home if you have a fever, any Covid 
symptoms, anyone in your home is ill, or have been 
exposed to Covid-19 in the past 14 days. 
 
The service will consist of liturgy, prayer, and a 
blessing. We hope to see you and your furry, feath-
ered, fuzzy companions October 4th! 
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We Have an App for that   
St. John's has its own App!  That's right, there's an app 
for everything, including our church.  We'd like to en-
courage you to download it and start using it.  It is com-
patible both with Apple and Android phones and mobile 
devices.  Go to the Tithe.ly link and look for the calendar 
of events, use the prayer wall, read a blog post, and even 
give your offering electronically.  

link will be placed on our webpage each Sunday 
so you can easily access that week's A.C.E. video 
session.  Then, on the fourth and final week of the 
series, Perry Fuerniss, Brooks Lillehei, and Pastor 
Andy will host a live Zoom conversation with all 
who wish to log on to synthesize our learnings and 
take-aways.  We will publish the Zoom link prior to 
that last Sunday in the series so people can opt-in 
to the session.  Watch your weekly e-blasts for 
more updated information as the final dates are set 
for this A.C.E. series.  And, welcome back to 
A.C.E., everyone!  We look forward to joining you. 

St. John's Adult Education Team  

 

poverty. 
 To participate or to sponsor a walker, log onto  
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/burnsvillemn 
Donations will be accepted through the end of Octo-
ber. For questions contact Candy at church: can-
dy@sjcl.org  
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A.C.E. (Adult Christian Ed.) Resumes 

 October brings the return of Sunday A.C.E.  We'll 
necessarily move to a virtual format, but the format 
should be easily accessible to the vast majority of 
people since it will be housed on our church 
webpage, www.sjlcl.org 
 In October, a 4-part series begins that lines up 
with our sermon series on God's promises, which 
give us our lives' chief purposes.  This series will re-
volve around 3-4 short video statements pieced to-
gether each of the first three weeks of this series by 
people both from our congregation and outside of 
the congregation who talk about how they live out 
their faith in their work and daily lives.  A YouTube 
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