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Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Pastor Heather: pastorheather@sjlcl.org 
 

Amanda Boe: Amanda@sjlcl.org 
 

Tyra Wiemann:  tyra@sjlcl.org 
 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

● Sunday worship: 8:30, 10:45 a.m. 

● Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
Month. 

● Wednesday evening worship: 6:30-7:00 p.m.  
● Lent and Easter: see page 8 and 9 
 

Listen to Services Via a Phone 
            Call: 1-877-408-0392 and follow these  
            instructions: 
 

1. Press speaker button on your phone set. 
2. When connected, you will be asked for a Confer-

ence Code: Enter 132410#.  
3. You will hear music until the sound technician (at 

St. John’s) connects you when the service has 
started. PLEASE NOTE: you are on a conference 
line use your mute button so others will not 
hear you. 

4. When the service is over hang up the phone. 
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Prayer Chain 
 

To be placed on St. John’s prayer chain email 
Diane Hammer at d_hammer@charter.net. All 
requests are confidential. 
 

 
 

Contact  
information 

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 for con-
tact information for St. John’s members. Phone 
directories are also available in the narthex. 
 
 
 

Visit us online 
 

www.sjlcl.org 
 
 
 
 

Serve 
Sign up for reading, serving communion, and 
greeting on a Sunday morning can be done at 
sjlcl.org/signup or by calling the 
church office at 952-469-4916. 
No experience is needed, just a 
willingness to serve. 
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A s a pastor, kids ask me all sorts of questions. “Where does 
God live?” or “If there is a God, why are people hungry?” Al-
most every Easter, I get the hard one of “Why did Jesus have 

to die?” Or simply, “Why do we die?” All good questions. 
 
Death is something we do not like to talk about. Speaking of lost 
loved ones is sad or sometimes too painful. As parents, we don’t 
speak of our pending deaths with our children. And yet, it happens to 
all of us. The other day I was approached by a grandmother. She 
asked me for a “language” on how to talk to her granddaughters 
about the death of Jesus. Now I am not a doctor or family therapist, 
but I do have 20 years of explaining Jesus’ death to kids. Of course, 
kids understanding of death depends on age, experience and compe-
tency. But here is the language I use: 
 
● Death is irreversible. There is no medicine or surgery that can 

fix death. 
● Death is universal. Every living thing dies. 
● Death is final. The heart literally stops and the physical life of the 

body is done. 
 
So my suggestion to this grandmother was to dig deep with her 
grandchildren. They should read together the story of Holy Week. No 
candy coating the death but instead allow for questions and give hon-
est answers. Then, I suggested that she recount the story with hand 
actions. It’s as easy as 1-2-3: 1 – Jesus died on a cross (hold out 
arms like on a cross). 2 – Jesus was placed in tomb (lower hands 
towards ground). 3 – Jesus was raised from the dead (raise hands in 
praise). Then, Bingo! It’s on day 3 where we get the twist in the story 
– the part where we can connect the death of Jesus to the heart of 
God’s love for the world. Jesus being raised from the dead, tells us: 
 
● God’s love is irreversible. It’s a love that exists within you. It 

cannot be reversed. 
● God’s love is universal. It’s for everyone! 
● God’s love is final. It has the final word in our lives. 
 
That’s why Jesus died so that God’s love would prevail in us.  Don’t 
be afraid to tell this story because it’s the greatest story of God’s love 
ever told. 

 

Don’t be afraid to 
share the greatest 
story of God’s love 

ever told. 

From the pastor 

 

St. John’s  
Community 

 
Funerals:  
2/19/20 Ann Marie Bollinger 
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K ids were asked “what 
does Easter mean to 
you?”  

 
Here are some answers: 
 
Hannah (Age 9): To me, Easter 
means celebrating Jesus’ resur-
rection. When Jesus died on the 
cross to forgive our sins and then 
rose into heaven. When the disci-
ples and a few others went to his 
tomb, the angels said he wasn’t 
there. Mary went to a hill and 
wept for him. Suddenly, Jesus 

appeared and told Mary not to be 
afraid and that he is still with 
them. Later, Jesus found his dis-
ciples and said to them the same 
thing he told Mary. 
 
Olivia (Age 7): Easter means to 
me that the Easter Bunny is a 
caring bunny because he gives 
children eggs full of surprises. 
Children should be thankful for 
the bunny because he gives them 
gifts. 
 

Elin (Age 7.5): We celebrate 
Easter because that’s when Je-
sus rose from the dead. 
 
Ingrid (Age 5): The Easter bunny 
brings me eggs.  
 
Weston (Age 6): It means that we 
like serving God. 
 
Ben (Age 9): Easter means we 
celebrate Jesus Christ rising from 
the dead.  
 

(Continued on page 22) 

Living our faith 

 

Living our faith—A visit with kids about Easter 
By Ashley Beukelman 

Ben 

Hannah 

Jackson 

Ingrid Elin Olivia 

Will Weston 



5 St. John’s Journal — March/April 2020 

Creation Appreciation: A Lay-Person’s View 

Year of creation—creation care 

 

T his is The Year of Crea-
tion. Although it is early 
in the calendar year, 

Pastor Andy and Pastor Heather 
have offered a number of insight-
ful messages and provided impe-
tus for a significant response to 
our Biblical call—an individual 
call, and a corporate call—to care 
for creation.   
 
So, as we move forward with this 
theme, we pose this question: 
How do we see creation in our 
d a i l y  l i v e s ?  H o w  d o 
we acknowledge and appreciate 
creation? What aspects of crea-
tion cause us to simply stand in 
awe as we search for words to 
thank God for bringing the intri-
cacy and magnificence of this 
world to light and life?   
 
On Sunday, March 22, our team 
will offer an ACE on Sunday 
Mornings presentation directed to 
this very topic: "Creation Appre-
ciation: A Lay-Person’s View". We 
invite you to attend as we explore 
our appreciation of God’s amaz-
ing acts of creation from as many 
lay-person perspectives as 
we have participants. As we do 
this, we ask all in our congrega-
tion—members, friends, visitors—
to consider what it is that each of 
us names as creation. 
 
Let’s consider a few possibilities. 
Certainly, we encounter creation 
in myriad ways. On the grand 
scale of the spectrum, we conjure 
scenes of  g lor ious  star-
graced heavens, awe-inspiring 
atmospheric sunsets, rainbows 
light-infused with prismatic bril-
liance, majestically crested moun-
tain peaks, sparkling lakes and 
cascading streams, meadows 
patterned in a tapestry of alpine 
flowers, vast expanses of native 

prairie, dense evergreen forests 
and deciduous woods, spectacu-
lar canyons and endless table-
l a n d s ,  m e r c u r i a l 
and magnificent seascapes, … 
the list goes on. We are struck by 
the immense scale of God’s 
handiwork expressed in grand 
dimension, undeniable power and 
unfathomable beauty. 
 
We also witness creation on an 
intricately minute scale. The fin-

gerprints of God’s creative hand 
become apparent in each intri-
cately crafted snowflake, in the 
frocked textures of the oriental lily 
and in a grain of wheat sprouting 
the first pale green blade. We see 
God’s hand in creatures: the mi-
raculously delicate flight of a but-
terf l y,  the 2-noted sing-
song whistle of the black-capped 
chickadee, the veracious Great 
Lakes timber wolf, the rugged 
American bison, the soaring free-
dom of the bald eagle, the im-
mense stature of an African ele-
phant and the sheer enormity of 
the blue baleen whale. 
 
On a truly human scale, we revel 
in creative expressions: In a 

writer’s carefully crafted turn of 
phrase, in the poet’s meter and 
r h y m e ,  i n  a n  a r t -
ist's visionary hands turning clay 
on the potter’s wheel, in the nu-
ance of an aspiring vocalist and in 
the intensely emotional work of an 
actor’s theatrical expression. And, 
we see creation in human rela-
tionship, when one person truly 
sees, connects with, and begins 
to understand something much 
more deeply, soulfully, about an-

o t he r  pe rs on .  T h i s 
is evident in the tiny miracle 
of a newborn held pre-
ciously in her mother’s 
arms, in the warmth and 

wisdom of an 80-year old listening 
attentively to the exacting detail of 
her granddaughter’s day, in the 
emotional weight of a moment 
when words escape us and we 
rely solely on one empathetic 
heart's embrace with another—
and in the smiling, softened eyes 
of an aging couple still so very 
much in love. In these moments 
God is actively creating, God is 
actively in relationship with us so 
that we can be effectively in rela-
tionship with one another. 
 
O u r  o r d i n a r y — i n d e e d , 
our extraordinary—lives are filled 
to overflowing with creation. It is 
all around us. It is also within us.  

(Continued on page 22) 

Creation is truly majestic and 
powerful, it also is delicate and 
tender—and it is absolutely 
spiritual. Creation leaves us 
speechless, and gives us voice 
to share and care for this  
amazing world.  
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Year of creation—creation care 

 

Exciting things are 
happening at St. John’s!! 

 

A t the end of last year, St. John’s was awarded 
a grant through the county to upgrade our 
recycling program. In the next few weeks 

you will be noticing some changes around church in-
cluding: 
 
● New bins and bin covers for recycling and trash 
● New labels on the bins clearly indicating what to      
 throw in them 
● Trash and recycling bins placed side by side so 
 they are easy to find 
● Brand new bins on Sunday mornings and at spe-      
 cial events for organic recycling. These will also     
 have clear labels about what goes in them. 
● A new water bottle filler on our water fountain for 
 reusable bottles 

 
Along with these changes there will also be informa-
tion sessions for learning more about our recycling 
and organics recycling program. The first of these for 
the congregation will be an ACE session on Sunday, 
March 1. You can also ask Pastor Andy, Pastor 
Heather or Elisa Brown any questions you have about 
the recycling program. 

Creation care kickoff 

S t. John's new Creation Care Team kicked off 
its work on February 25, as St. John's em-
barked on its updated recycling program with 

a staff and leadership training session. Following this, 
the team and its purposes will also be discussed at 
the A.C.E. session on March 1, when the recycling 
program is rolled out for the whole congregation. The 
Creation Care Team at St. John's is made up of Elisa 
Brown, Kate Stonestrom, Deb Kwasek, and Pas-
tor Andy.  If you have a passion for the environment 
and strengthening God's creation and would like to be 
on the Creation Care Team, please call Pastor Andy 
at 952-469-4916. 

W hen Earth was created, God entrusted us 
as its stewards and calls us to care for it 
and each other in all of our actions. 

When we make environmentally-wise choices we are 

celebrating and respecting creation, giving thanks for 
Earth’s abundant resources, and being good stew-
ards with what we’re given. Being good stewards of 
resources also means using only what we need-- like 
the energy we use to cool or heat our homes, turn 
the lights on, and power our favorite gadgets!  
 
Reducing your energy use at home not only protects 
the environment, it can be a real money saver!  What 
can you do to reduce your energy use (and put some 
“green” in your pocket!)? 
 
Today, I can: 
● Turn off the lights, gadgets, and appliances I am 

not using and make sure I turn the lights off when 
I leave the room. 

● Run only full loads in the dishwasher, washer, 
and dryer (or use a clothesline!).  

(Continued on page 23) 

Energy Efficiency at Home 
The heavens are yours, the earth is also yours; the world and all that is in it—you have founded them.  

Psalms 89:11 
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Worship and music 

 

A s the calendar flips to 
March we find ourselves 
at the beginning of the 

Lenten season. For me, Lent pro-
vides a period of great anticipa-
tion and excitement. As we trudge 
through the last gloomy vestiges 
of winter, the story of Christ’s min-
istry, betrayal and crucifixion build 
toward the joy of the resurrection 
on Easter Morning, which 
(usually) occurs on a beautiful 
spring day. The stories, imagery, 
and music that accompany the 
events of Holy Week beginning 
with Palm Sunday on April 5 and 
ending on Easter Sunday on April 
12th, provide some of the most 
significant worship experiences 
for people during the year. A 
great deal of effort from a number 
of people volunteering their time 
and talents go toward making 
Holy Week happen. 
 

During the first weekend in Lent, 
February 29 and March 1, the 
Briar Cliff University Choir of 
Sioux City, IA will be in Lakeville 
sharing their wonderful musical 
talents. On Saturday evening, 
February 29 the choir will be up 
the hill at All Saints Catholic 
Church performing a full concert 
of their tour repertoire at 7:00 pm 
in the sanctuary. On Sunday, 
March 1 the Briar Cliff University 
Choir will join us at our 10:45 am 
service providing special music 
throughout the service including 
one anthem in collaboration with 
the St. John’s Chancel Choir. 
Please come see this wonderful 
group of young people share their 
musical gifts. 
 
Our youth choirs and Sunday 
school music participants will kick 
off Holy Week with Palm Sunday 
on April 5, with a procession of 
palm branches. Amy Erlandson, 

our Director of Children’s Music 
will lead our youth in the singing 
of anthems and hymns to com-
memorate Christ’s entrance into 
Jerusalem. The youth choir sing-
ers will continue leading music on 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 
pm. This service will be our 2nd 
annual “Dinner Church” event in 
which we will gather around ta-
bles in the Fellowship Hall eating 
a light soup and bread dinner to 
embody the spirit of Christ’s Last 
Supper with his friends. 
 
On April 10 at 7:00 pm, we will 
gather in the sanctuary for a 
Good Friday Tenebrae service 
with narration, scripture, hymns, 
and special music. Members of 
the Chancel Choir accompanied 
by a string quartet will help lead 
the music, as we contemplate the 
betrayal and crucifixion of Jesus. 
Easter Sunday will be April 12 

(Continued on page 9) 

Lent and Holy Week and Easter… Oh My!” 
Jonathan Kopplin, Director of Music 

The stories, imagery, and music 

that accompany the events of 

Holy Week beginning with 

Palm Sunday on April 5 and 

ending on Easter Sunday on 

April 12, provide some of the 

most significant worship 

experiences for people during 

the year.  
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Worship and Music 

 

Sundays 
Worship: 8:30 am & 10:45 am  
Education and coffee: 9:40 am 

 
 March 1: Lent 1 
  “First Last and Last First” 

  March 8: Lent 2 
   “Bartimaeus Healed” 

  March 15: Lent 3 
   “Parable of the Tenants”  

  March 22: Lent 4 
   “Great Commandment” 

  March 29: Lent 5 
   “End of the Age”  

  April 5: Palm Sunday 
  “Triumphal Entry” 

Wednesdays 
Worship: 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Supper: 5:15-6:45 pm  
 

February 26: Ash Wednesday  
 “Dying to Self, Rising WITH Christ"           

March 4: Midweek 1 
 “Thirsting for Inclusion”                             

March 11: Midweek 2  
 "The Striking Beauty of Submission to  

 Jesus"    

March 18: Midweek 3 
 “Sweet Dying to Sin” 

March 25: Midweek 4 
 “Death-to-Life Lessons in the Garden"   

April 1: Midweek 5 

 “Club of Vengeance to Tree of Life” 
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Worship and music 

 

Good Friday, April 10 
   7:00 pm Tenebrae Service of Darkness 
 
Easter Sunday, April 12 
   7:30, 9:00 and 10:45 am 
   Easter Festival Services 

Holy Week and Easter 

Palm Sunday, April 5 
    8:30 am and 10:45 am worship 
    9:30-10:30 am Pancake breakfast 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 
   7:00 pm Dinner Church worship  

with services at 7:30, 9:00, and 
10:45 am. The hymns and special 
music will be lead and performed 
by the Chancel choir accompa-
nied by a string quartet.  
 
Again, a great number of people 
volunteering their time and talents 
help to make this time of year 
significant to the congregation 
and visitors alike. Here are some 
ways you could be one of many 
of God’s hands, feet (and voices).  
 
● For Easter Sunday, we have 

a goal of filling the sanctuary 
with Easter flowers that will 
serve as a fundraiser for our 
youth ministry programs. 
Please consider purchasing 

flowers to beautify our sanc-
tuary. See the form below. 

● If you have a son or daughter 
in the elementary to middle 
school ages interested in be-
coming more involved in our 
children’s choir program 
reach out to Amy Erlandson. 

● If you are a confirmed or adult 
member of our congregation 
who likes to sing, but does 
not have the time to be in 
Chancel Choir year round, 
please consider joining Chan-
cel choir during Lent for Good 
Friday and/or Easter Sunday. 
Jonathan Kopplin would love 
to have you join the choir!  

● Pastor Heather could use 
volunteers to help with orga-
nizing and preparing for Din-

ner Church on Maundy 
Thursday.  

● Pastor Andy, would love 
adults and youth interested in 
volunteering to read for the 
numerous speaking roles we 
have for the Good Friday ser-
vice.  

● Finally, our Worship Arts Min-
istry Team puts in time and 
thought to help coordinate 
and plan worship throughout 
the year. If you have heart to 
serve in this capacity to help 
enhance the details of wor-
ship throughout the year 
please speak with Jonathan 
Kopplin about contributing to 
this team. 

(Continued from page 7) 

 
Easter Flowers—Support Youth Ministries 

Deadline: Sunday, March 8  
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of plant(s): Lilies  __________ Mums _________  
 
            Hyacinths _________ 
 
Cost: $15 per plant. Please include check with order, payable to St. John’s. 
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Worship and Music 

 

C elebrating their first com-
munion on either Maundy 
Thursday, April 9 or Sun-

day, April 19 will be the following 
students; if you see these stu-
dents please congratulate them 
on all their studies as we wel-
come them to the table. 
 
 
 

 
✝ Jonathan Colbert 
✝ Rhett Conover 
✝ Isabella Crook 
✝ Cohen Crow 
✝ Kiley Greene 
✝ Elizabeth Hebert 
✝ Jacob Mackie 
✝ Thomas Milbradt 
✝ Maximus Pierson 
✝ Jonah Provencher 
✝ Jack Sogge 

 
✝ Gabriel Stadler 
✝ Natalie Steffen 
✝ Alexis Steinbeck 
✝ Shaylyn Thomas 
✝ Brea Thoms 
 
Thank you to Rollie and Phil 
Brandt for leading a wonderful 
cup making session! 

Welcome to the Table of the lord! 
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Fellowship 

 

Lenten Suppers 
 

L enten Suppers are a tradi-
tion throughout many 
churches. If you google 

Lenten meals online, you can find 
different traditions such as meatless 
recipes, a fish fry, and homemade 
soups. Here at St. John’s the tradi-
tion is a different group organizes, 
prepares, and serves the meal in-
cluding the youth team, Sunday 
School teachers, women’s circles, 
and even the Boy Scouts!  
 
Lent is a time to take a break from 
the ordinary schedule and to come 
to church on Wednesday nights. 
With services at 5:00 pm and 7:00 
pm, dinner is served right in the 
middle. Come and be fed, spiritually 
and communally. God is at work in 
you while you worship but also in 
community and fellowship with one 
another. So let these dinners bless 
you and your family this Lent, and 
who knows? Maybe you will make a 
new friend at the same time! 
 

(Continued on page 23) 

Come—be fed, spiritually and communally 

Maundy Thursday – Dinner Church 
 

L ast year on Maundy Thursday, we experienced our first Din-
ner Church. It is church with dinner, just like the Maundy 
Thursday story of Jesus eating the last supper with his disci-

ples. Here is why we did it, and why we will do it again this year: 
 
It’s practical! People need to eat. 
It’s biblical! Jesus broke bread with his community. 
It’s experiential! People encounter Jesus in a participatory way! 
 
Here is what we do: 
As people enter the worship space, they are greeted by the first com-
munion families at a hand-washing station. One kid squirts soap into 
the waiting hands, and a parent pours water over their hands into a 
bowl. People, then, find their way to a table. Tables play an important 
role in this service. We eat at the table; the sermon is preached in con-
versations around the tables; we take offering at the tables; we com-
mune each other at the tables; and we pray around the tables. After a 
gathering hymn and an opening liturgy, Dinner is served up family 
style. All day homemade soup is cooked up in crockpots. To serve up 
the soup (and so people don’t need to get up from their seats), the pot 
is pulled out of the crock and placed on the table. We also provide 
bread and butter. This year, the Bible Story is from Mark 14:22-42 
when Jesus gives communion to the disciples, tells Peter that he will 
deny Jesus, and into the garden of Gethsemane to pray.  We will do 
something called Table Preaching: a little biblical storytelling, a little 
unpacking of the text, and then a little conversation around the table. 
Prayers are done two ways. There is still the tradition of an assisting 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Fellowship 

 

Women's Boundary Trip 
July 30-August 2 Cost: $325 

H ey Ladies! Want to flex your muscles and go to the Boundary Waters? Now's your chance! If you 
are over the age of 18 and need an adventure, join Pastor Heather in the north woods. We will go 
through Wilderness Canoe Base, a Lutheran camp at the end of the Gun Flint Trail, we will spend 

one night on base, canoe and camp for two nights, and then return Sunday morning for shower and sauna, wor-
ship on the lake, and brunch! Please email pastorheather@sjlcl.com if you have any questions or interested. 
There will be an informational meeting on Sunday, March 22 at 9:45 am in Mark. 

Tour of the Temple 
of Aaron 

 

O n the 5th of May at 1:00 pm, we will be at-
tending a tour at the Temple of Aaron Syna-
gogue in St Paul. It is an opportunity for us to 

learn more about the Jewish faith. This is open to 
anyone in the congregation who would like to attend. 
As usual we will carpool from the church. Contact 
anyone on the board if you are interested. We will 
have more information available in April. 
 

Epic Garage Sale 
 

O ur annual garage sale is back again this year 
now that the road construction is over.  The 
dates are August 6 through August 8.  If you 

are downsizing or find things that you just don’t need 
any more set them aside for the sale. Watch for more 
news in the coming months, this will include how you 
can help and when we will be accepting items. 

Join the information meeting Sunday, March 22 at 9:45 am in Mark. 

a Morning of Fellowship 
 

T hank you to the eight ladies that cleaned the kitchen in January. With the small numbers not everything 
can be accomplished in one morning so the board has decided to hire someone to clean the kitchen at 
least twice a year. If anyone is interested, please let someone on the board know and the Women’s   

 Team will go over the duties.  
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Adult education 

 

G rab a cup of coffee, a 
donut and meet in the 
sanctuary at 9:40 each 

Sunday morning for exciting pres-
entations. 
 
Sunday 3/1—St. John's Recy-
cling Grant with Elisa Brown 
Join Elisa Brown and members of 
St. John’s staff to hear informa-
tion on the nearly $6000 grant St. 
John’s received to kick off our 
Year of Creation! This grant will 
help revitalize St. John’s current 
recycling program and also add 
organics recycling. Our session 
will also include a recycling dem-
onstration and a question and 
answer session. Be the first to 
hear about all the exciting 
changes happening through this 
grant! 
 
Sunday 3/8—Interfaith Climate 
Conversations with Susan 
Mullin, Senior Faith Leader Fel-
low, MN Interfaith Power & Light 
In Climate Conversations, we 
share stories of connection and 
explore how our faith calls us to 
act in response to climate 
change. We help participants con-
nect with their values and what 
they care about most, before ar-
ticulating together the realities of 
our changing climate and how 
can take action together. Our ap-
proach was developed, in part, 
based on the work of Anthony 
Leiserowitz and the Yale Project 
on Climate Communication. They 
found that while 70% of people in 
the US believe climate change is 
happening, less than one-third 

ever talk about it with others. This 
is why we worked to create a 
heart-based, values-based con-
versation model that opens up 
dialogue and exploration, and can 
deepen a community’s connec-
tion. Susan Mullin facilitates cli-
mate conversations and Be the 
Spark leadership development 
workshops. She recruits and sup-
ports Climate Justice Congrega-
tions to deepen their response to 
climate change. She preaches 
and teaches in congregations and 
resources MNIPL’s team of Move-
ment Builders. Susan is an or-
dained deacon in the United 
Methodist Church, most recently 
serving as Minister of Faith For-
mation and Community Outreach 
at Faith UMC in St. Anthony Vil-
lage. Prior to becoming a United 
Methodist clergywoman, she was 
a Professional Geologist consult-
ing with clients on groundwater 

contamination issues. For more 
informat ion,  p lease v is i t : 
mnipl.org. 
 
Sunday 3/15—Lakeville: The 
State of the City with Mayor 
Doug Anderson 
Join Mayor Doug Anderson in this 
special presentation regarding all 
that is happening in and around 
the City of Lakeville. Learn first-
hand about the city’s Mission 
Statement, vision (Envision Lake-
ville) and continued growth. And, 
given our celebration of The Year 
of Creation, we hope to explore 
the city’s collaborative efforts with 
Dakota County in preserving 
natural resources, increasing en-
vironmental awareness, recycling 
programs, use of the organic 
waste drop-off site, volunteer wa-
tershed cleanup of roadsides, 
trails and parks and much more. 
Come and see how the City of 
Lakeville is making a difference in 
planning, services, citizen partici-
pation and business partnerships 
for the health and well-being of all 
residents in this thriving commu-
nity . 
 
Sunday 3/22—Creation Appre-
ciation: A Lay-Person’s View with 
Perry Fuerniss 
This session will be an explora-
tion of our appreciation of God’s 
amazing acts of creation from as 
many lay-person perspectives as 
we have lay-person participants. 
As we do this, we ask all in our 
congregation to consider what it is 
that each of us names as crea-
tion. We see God’s hand all 

(Continued on page 14) 

Susan Mullin, March 8 
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around us: From a glorious star-
graced heaven to an intricately 
crafted snowflake to a grain of 
wheat sprouting its first pale 
green blade. We revel in God’s 
creative fingerprints in our lives, 
resulting in creative expressions 
of all kinds, and especially in 
God's calling us into relationship 
with him by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that we might be effec-
tively in relationship with one an-
other. This is the ultimate crea-
tion. “So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: every-
thing old has passed away, see, 
everything has become new!” 2 
Corinthians 5:17. Take a moment 
in the coming weeks. Consider 
what it is that you truly love about 
creation. Share with us what 
moves you. You are invited to do 
this in several ways: 1) Attend this 
A.C.E. session to see photo-
graphs of creation and listen to 
stories of creation from a lay-
person's view. 2) In the weeks 
ahead, bring to church some art-
ful representation of how you see 
and appreciate creation: a photo-
graph, a piece of artwork, a 
poem, or a piece of fabric illustrat-
ing creation in your life. We will 
curate these items for the back 
walls of the sanctuary for viewing 
throughout the summer months 
as we continue our theme: The 
Year of Creation. Look for more 
information to follow regarding 
how to submit your item for this 
Creation Appreciation Project. 
Creation: It's on display all around 
us. And, with our collective effort, 
a sampling of what this looks like 
for each of us will be displayed in 
our sanctuary. Join us for what 
certainly will be a celebration and 
collective thanksgiving for God's 
gift of creation in the months to 
come.  
 
Sunday 3/29—Meet OneBook, 
OneLakeville with Luann Philip-
pich and Loretta Ellsworth  

Join author Loretta Ellsworth and 
librarian Luann Phillipich to learn 
about OneBook, OneLakeville 
(OBOL), Lakeville’s community 
reading initiative. Now in its 12th 
year, OBOL promotes literacy and 
discussion among residents by 
encouraging everyone to read the 
same book. The 2020 title selec-
tion is “This Tender Land” by 
award-winning author Willliam 
Kent Krueger. Hear about this 
novel, an epic tale of four orphans 
on a life-changing odyssey during 
the Great Depression. Learn 
about the unique programs lead-
ing up to the OBOL Main Event at 
St. John’s on Saturday, April 25 at 
6:30 pm, as well as the impact 
that OBOL has had on our com-
munity. The main event will fea-
ture the author, with music by 
singer-songwriter Larry Long and 
friends.  
Loretta Ellsworth, the chair of the 
OBOL Committee, has written 
four novels for children and an 
adult historical novel, Stars Over 
Clear Lake. Luann Phillipich has 
been an adult services librarian at 

the Dakota County Heritage Li-
brary since it opened in 2000 and 
is a member of the OBOL com-
mittee. 
 
Sunday 4/5—Palm Sunday Youth 
Breakfast—A.C.E. will not be 
scheduled. 
 
Sunday 4/12—Easter Sunday—
A.C.E. will not be scheduled. 
 
Sunday 4/26—All-In Training 
with Pastor Heather and the Com-
munications & Membership Team 
Did you miss the All-In Event in 
February? Well, here is a second 
chance! Join Pastor Heather and 
the Communications and Mem-
bership Team for a discussion on 
why St. John's matters to you, 
how to invite people to church, 
and to learn about WHEAT (hint: 
not the crop!). The 50-minute ses-
sion will be so engaging that the 
time together will fly by! 
 

(Continued from page 13) 

Join author Loretta Ellsworth and librarian Luann Phillipich to learn 
about OneBook, OneLakeville March 29. 
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O n Saturday, April 25, 
from 7:00-9:30 pm, the 
OneBook, OneLakeville 

author visit and discussion will be 
held at St. John's in the sanctu-
ary.  This an all-community event 
in Lakeville and will prove to be a 
memorable and enjoyable night.  
The 2020 OBOL book is "This 
Tender Land," by William Kent 
Krueger.  Pick up your copy soon 
and be part of this wonderful com-
munity event! 
 
Two summer reads are scheduled 
for our own congregational enjoy-
ment and discussion.  This is for 

anyone at St. John's and other 
friends you wish to invite.  The 
first summer book to be dis-
cussed is "Everything Happens 
for a Reason:  And Other Lies I've 
Loved," by Kate Bowler. This 
book will be discussed on 
Wednesday, June 24, at both 
1:00 pm and 7:00 pm, and will be 
led by Pastor Heather.  Pick up a 
copy of your own and come for a 
good discussion. 
 
The second summer book to be 
discussed at St. John's is 
"Grounded:  Finding God in the 
Word, a Spiritual Revolution," by 
Diana Butler Bass.  This highly-

acclaimed book will include dis-
cussion about creation themes 
central to our faith and is part of 
our Year of Creation focus.  We 
will discuss this book on Wed., 
August 19, at both 1:00 pm and 
7:00 pm.  It will be led by Pastor 
Andy.  Bring your own copy of the 
book and be part of a terrific dis-
cussion.  Refreshments will be 
provided. 

Upcoming Book Events at St. John's 
Three excellent book opportunities are coming up. 

Sunday, April 25 Wednesday, June 24 Wednesday, August 19 

“If we were perfect, the light he 
shines on us would just bounce right 
off. But the wrinkles, they catch the 
light. And the cracks, that’s how the 
light gets inside us. When I pray, 
Odie, I never pray for perfection. I 
pray for forgiveness, because it’s the 
one prayer I know will always be 
answered.” 

“What if 'rich' did not have to mean 

'wealthy', and 'whole' did not have to 

mean 'healed'? What if being the 

people of "the gospel" meant that we 

are simply people with good news?” 

“I was moving around in the world 
and began to realize how beautifully 
God was everywhere: in nature and 
in my neighborhood, in considering 
the stars and by seeking my roots. It 
took me five decades to figure it out, 
but I finally understood.” 
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Firelight Sunday School 
 

I n March and April we will 
be in the SPRING state of 
MIND! We will be practic-

ing songs for the Spring Musical 
during our Gathering time. Enjoy-
ing Pancakes, Palm Parades and 
Egg Hunts! We will be learning 
how to be disciples of Jesus by 
sharing his love with others. We 
will be celebrating our “Creation 
Care” by using recyclables for 
crafts. 
Please help us collect these 
items:  
● TP/paper towel tubes 
● sour cream/yogurt containers 

with lids 
● soda pop tabs 
● buttons, beads, bulbs and 

seeds 
● egg cartons 
● empty water bottles 

 
Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt 

and Breakfast! 

April 5 is Palm Sunday, when we 
celebrate Jesus as our King as he 
entered into Jerusalem shouting 
“Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” Luke 
19:38. To help us celebrate, 
come and enjoy the Palm Sunday 
morning festivities.  
 

Pancake Breakfast 
9:30-10:30 am 

All are welcome to join us for our 
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast 
provided by our summer camp-
ers! All proceeds will go to lower 
summer camp costs.  
 
Palm Sunday School Students 
Schedule: 
Sing! Please drop off your Sun-
d a y  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t  i n 
the sanctuary at 9:40 am so that 
they can practice their song with 
Miss Amy!  They sing at the 10:45 
am worship service. 
 
 

Pancakes! Sunday School teach-
ers will bring your kids over to 
the fellowship hall around 10:00 
am so that you can enjoy 
a pancake breakfast together. 
 
Fun! Join in the VBS Pop-Up with 
face-painting and beading and 
summer info! 
 

Egg Hunt!  

At 10:25 am, there will be an OUT 
DOOR EGG HUNT! Bring 
your Easter basket or bag and 
your SNOW or RAIN BOOTS! 
Don't forget a coat and mit-
tens!  Rain or snow can't keep 
this egg hunt down. Winter won't 
win! Jesus does every time. 
 

We’re Goin’ Fishin! 
Spring Musical 2020 

Save the date for our Spring Mu-
sical it is May 17 at the 10:45 am 
service. 
 
We won’t be fishing for fish, we 
will be fishing for people! Using 
the Bible as our fishing guide, 
Jesus is the very best teacher!  
Our Sunday School kids will learn 
songs like: “Jesus is the Very 
Best Teacher” Jesus is the very 
best teacher you will have.  His 
w o r d s  a r e  t r u e . 
If you really listen, there’ll be a 
change in you! 
 
Help Needed!  Do you have fish-
ing gear or décor that you could 
lend? Old fishing poles, nets or 
tackle boxes? Please contact 
Amanda at amanda@sjlcl.org 
 
Questions about the musical? 
Please ask, Amy Erlandson   
amy@sjlcl.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date for Vacation  
Bible School 

Registration is now open on 
our website!  

Climb aboard for mountains of fun 
at Rocky Railway! On this faith-
filled adventure, kids discover that 
trusting Jesus pulls them through 
life’s ups and downs.  

  
June 15– 18, 9 - 12 noon 
Age 4 through 4th Grade 
$25 per child 
$60 family maximum (3 or more 

kids) 
   

Afternoon Day Camp 
June 15-18 
12:00 pm-3:00pm 
$50 per child (completed K-8th 

grade) 
  
It’s just that! Summer play meets 
service fun, join us to do a little 
good while enjoying the summer 
day together.  

 
Toby Mac Concert 

All are welcome to join us Satur-
day, March 7 at 7:00pm for the 
Toby Mac Concert, featuring 
Tauren Wells, Jordan Felix, We 
are Messengers, Ryan Stevenson 
and Aaron Cole. These are amaz-
ing and inspiring Christian artists 
that put on a unique and awe-
some concert! Please sign up and 

(Continued on page 17) 
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join us! We have 20 great seats 
reserved in section 211, first folks 
to sign up gets them! $25.00 
e a c h !   h t t p s : / /
w w w . s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/9040f4badaf22a6f58-toby 

  
Ablaze 

February 26 is Ash Wednesday, 
and then through March until 
Easter, April 12, we ask that you 
bring your student to worship at 
the 7:00 pm service and be your 
student's Lenten mentor. What 
does a Lenten mentor do? They 
sit with the student during worship 
and after the service, engage in 
conversation. There are questions 
provided to help guide the con-
versation. There is a Lenten men-
tor training that will happen right 
after the 7:00 pm service with 
Pastor Andy.  
 
Ablaze classes will resume on 
Wednesdays, April 15, 22, and 
29. One of those Wednesday 
nights will be a field trip to Feed 
My Starving Children. Date still to 
be determined. 

God’s Power Gang 
March 6 our 3rd-6th graders are 
invited for a special night of fun 
and games! Please RSVP to 
amanda@sjlcl.org.  
 

Affirm 
Affirm reboots classes after 
Easter on April 15. Parents of 9th 
grade students, please save two 
dates: Wednesday, April 29 is 
the Affirm Banquet and Faith 
Statements, and the Affirmation of 
Baptism service is Saturday, May 
2 at 11:00 am. Mark your calen-
dars now. 

 
Boundary Waters trip  
for Youth!  August 2-7 

Boundary Waters Wilderness Ca-
noe Base is a Lutheran camp at 
the end of the Gun Flint Trail in 
Northern Minnesota. Everyone 
has an opportunity to strengthen 
faith, build teamwork and come 
away with more confidence in 
themselves and their group. The 
entire trip will be spent on trail, 
canoeing and camping in the 
boundary waters. This trip is for 
youth who will have completed 

7th grade through 12th grade – 
they will join Amanda Boe on this 
canoeing adventure. Fundraising 
goals are to reduce the cost to 
half, depending on the size of the 
group, another adult volunteer 
may be needed.  Please let 
Amanda know as soon as possi-
ble if your child is interested in 
going to the Boundary Waters. 
amanda@sjlcl.org.  
 
Our Youth group will not be meet-
ing during Lent, but we will be 
attending worship and gathering 
during meals.   Amanda will be 
attending various events that our 
youth are active in.  Including 
Basket Ball games, Broadway 
Musical at Apple Valley High 
School as well as the Lakeville 
South High School Musical, 
Shrek! Our youth are very busy 
and excited to see what they are 
up to!   

(Continued from page 16) 

A ttention High School Seniors! The Compas-
sion Team has a scholarship fund available 
for active St. John's members who will be 

pursuing a post secondary education. If you are inter-
ested, please submit a one-page essay entitled "God 
in My Life" along with the information and items listed 
below. The Compassion Team will then review the 
essays and select scholarship recipient(s). Scholar-
ship award(s) will be announced Graduation Sunday, 
June 7. Essays will be shared with the congregation 
in the May/June, 2020 edition of St. John’s Journal 
along with pictures of the students. 
  
 

 
Required: 
● Word file, not PDF, of essay emailed to 

jill@sjlcl.org by Sunday, March 15  
● A wallet size photo (jpg) of yourself. 
● Contact information: Your email and phone, par-

ent’s email and phone, college name and mailing 
address. 

 
Scholarships will be distributed in January after stu-
dent’s first semester grades have been submitted to 
Pastor Andy. 
 

Deadline March 15, 2020 

God in my life—Student Scholarship Opportunities 
Provided by St. John’s Compassion Team 
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Loaves and Fishes 
 

S t. John’s has been involved with preparing 
and serving food at Loaves and Fishes at 
Easter Lutheran by the Lake (Cliff and Pilot 

Knob) for the past two years. We serve 25-40 people 
on the third Thursday of each month. Food is pre-
pared from 4:00-5:00 pm and served from 5:30-6:30 
pm. If you are interested in assisting with this service 
opportunity, please sign up on the sheet posted on 
the bulletin board above the coat rack. A new sign-up 
sheet is posted each month. If you have questions, 
please contact Kathy at kmcomer72@gmail.com. 

Special Giving  
Opportunities 

 
March/April Pink Offering Envelopes  

 

T his March and April, funds from the St. 
John’s pink offering envelopes will go toward student 
scholarships.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward this 
worth while cause, please use your March/April offer-
ing envelopes, or a pew envelope marked March/
April special offering. Place in the offering plate, drop 
off or mail into the church office.  
 
College-bound students look for information regard-
ing “God in My Life” scholarships on page  17 of this 
edition of the Journal. 

I t’s already been two years 
since our transitional housing 
family moved in and they will be 
moving out June 2020 so we will 
need people to paint and clean 
this one-bedroom apartment be-
fore the next family moves in.    
The unit that we are sponsoring is 
located at 203rd and Iberia ap-
proximately 3/4 of a mile west of 
church next to Hometown Auto.  
Watch for the date, sometime in 
May, of when we will need volun-
teers for this project. Besides get-
ting the apartment ready for the 
new family, ongoing needs may 

be that they need donated furni-
ture, rides, donated gift cards, etc.  
As we become aware of this fam-
ily’s needs, we will inform the con-
gregation and ask for assistance.   
 
We are working with CATCH 
(Coalition for Affordable Transi-
tional Community Housing) and 
St. John’s is sponsoring a family 
in one of their transitional housing 
units in Lakeville.  The house-
holds pay 30% of their income for 
the housing and can only stay in 
this apartment for a maximum of 
two years. 
 
The goal of CATCH is to share 
information and offer friendship, 

encouragement and support to 
persons, which enables them to 
take positive steps to maintain 
their housing and self-reliance.  It 
is the explicit goal of the CATCH 
housing program to provide, de-
velop, promote and maintain safe, 
clean, accessible, and affordable 
housing for people with low and 
limited incomes in Dakota County.   
 
If you have questions, please 
c o n t a c t  K a t h y  a t 
kmcomer72@gmail.com or 612-
414-5073. Thanks in advance for 
helping with this St. John’s/
Compassion Team project. 

CATCH—Transitional Housing 
Make a difference in a family’s life, with a stroke of a paint brush 
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March is Food Shelf 
Month  

W e will be collecting donations for the Food 
Shelf every Sunday in March. Please help with filling 
the narthex with “Three Square Meals, and more.” 
The focus of each week is listed below. We have a 
church challenge to give 1,000 pounds of food! 
 
● Sunday, March 1 – Breakfast items 
● Sunday, March 8 – Lunch items 
● Sunday, March 15 – Dinner items 
● Sunday, March 22– Personal hygiene, baby, 

   items 
● Sunday, March 29 – A combination of any of 

   the previous weeks 
 

Matthew 25:45:   
Whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me  

Serving others 

 

Look how we lived 
and loved... 

 
● The Feed My Starving Chilren Meal Pack event 

was supported by over 80 participants from St. 
John's. Together with packing meals, $351.55 
was donated to Feed My Starving Children to 
enable them to pack more meals for children 
around the world. 

 
● Soup-er Bowl Sunday was super with 310 

pounds of soup and crackers, along with 
$566.37, contributed to the Open Door Pantry. 

 
 Thank you St. John's for loving your neighbors 

as yourselves!  

Helping our Partners 
in Muhanga 

Lenten Boxes 
 

T his year the theme for our Lenten boxes is 
from the Third book of John verse 2, Beloved I pray 
that all may go well with you and that you may be in 
good health.  For the past two years the money col-
lected from the Lenten boxes has gone toward the 
building of the clinic in Muhanga. Last years dona-
tions were $2791 which has brought us even closer to 
our goal of $27,000 as our portion of the clinic project. 
Once it is built it will be a blessing to the people of 
Muhanga and the surrounding area. It will mean not 
having to walk hours to the closest clinic for medical 
assistance.   

Do You Have a Used 
Laptop to Donate? 

A  request has been made for a used laptop for 
Pastor Wito Msigala who is the Pastor in Muhunga.  It 
would help our congregation to communicate with the 
village on a more timely basis.  If you have a Laptop 
that you are no longer using and would like to donate, 
let someone on the Global Mission team know. 

Caring for our 
Community 

 

M any, many thanks to all for your 
prayers, cards, notes and phone calls as I recovered 
from a back injury.  Appreciated, so much! 
 

Hugs, Judy Stinar 
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T hanks to the generosity of 
contributors, the financial results for 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Lake-
ville were quite positive in 2019. 
This was true for all areas of fi-
nance, the General Fund, Benevo-
lence Fund and the Building Fund. 
The overall financial performance 
of the General Fund and Benevo-
lence Fund combined to deliver a 
cash position at December 31, 
2019 that was $24,000 stronger 
than at the beginning of the year. 
The financial performance of the 
Building Fund allowed St. John’s to 
pay an additional $20,000 to re-
duce the balance of the mortgage 
and continue to maintain a 5-month 
cash reserve in the Building Fund. 
 
For 2019 in total, General Fund 
revenue of $586,308 was 7.1% 
below budget. General Fund ex-
penses of $562,014 were 11% 
lower than budgeted, leading to a 
positive $24,294 net positive per-
formance by the General Fund. 
Benevolence Fund revenue of 
$48,812 was 3.3% higher than 
budgeted. Benevolence Fund distri-
butions of $49,916 were enabled 
by using all of 2019 Benevolence 
Fund receipts and using a portion 
of the $16,031 Benevolence cash 
balance from January 2019. That 
allowed the Benevolence Fund to 
benefit more people and groups, 
while continuing to maintain a 
strong financial position at the end 
of December 2019. 
 
The Building Fund received 
$135,202 in contributions during 
2019. Expenses for the mortgage 
and related costs totaled $141,128. 
The expenses included a $20,000 
“pre-payment” of principal, helping 
to reduce future interest cost. Even 
with the $5,804 reduction in the 

Building Fund for 2019, St. John’s 
maintains a 5-month mortgage pay-
ment reserve. The Church Council 
authorized the investment of some 
of the money in the Building Fund 
(which includes land sale pro-
ceeds) in a Certificate of Deposit, 
which will provide a larger amount 
of interest in 2020. 

 
 
 

You may be interested to know that 
St. John’s has paid over $856,000 
of principal on the original $2.24 
million mortgage in only 8 years. 
That is a remarkable reduction of 
which we can all celebrate. The 
mortgage at the end of 2019 was 
$1.384 million. 
 
Some of the Land Sale proceeds 
held by St. John’s were authorized 
by Council to be used to pay for 
installation of drain tile and to pay 
for the St. John’s portion of the sid-
ing replacement. Both projects 
were very successful, with the drain 
tile project substantially improving 
the ground water table level. 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Financial Picture – 
2020 Budget 

 
The 2020 Budget that was pre-
sented to the Congregation at the 
January 2020 Annual Meeting 
builds on the success of the Minis-
try at St. John’s in 2019. One high-
light of the 2020 Budget is an in-
crease in our Benevolence Fund 
allocation to 8% of revenues, up 
from 6% that was in place for sev-
eral years. This increase allows for 
increased distributions to ministry 
partners, including the St. Paul 
Area Synod. 
 
For 2020, we have a full comple-
ment of staff who are implementing 
programs to meet the need of our 
members and the community. This 
represents a commitment by St. 
John’s to continue our ministries 
and provide more opportunities for 
members to participate in the life of 
the Church and enhance their own 
spiritual well-being. 
 
The 2020 General Fund budget for 
revenues is $663,400, including 
pledges, investment income, mis-
cellaneous income, and projected 
non-pledged contributions. The 
2020 General Fund budget for ex-
penses is $665,900. This is a net 
projected $2,500 deficit for 2020, 
which would be funded by using 
cash on hand. 
 
The 2020 Benevolence Fund 
budget for revenue is $62,150 and 
Benevolence Fund distributions are 
projected to be $62,150. The result 
is a balanced Benevolence Fund 
Budget for 2020. 
 
The 2020 Building (Mortgage) Fund 
for revenue is budgeted at 
$121,400. Building (Mortgage) 
Fund expenses – primarily mort-
gage payments – are projected to 

(Continued on page 23) 

St. John’s Financial Picture – 2019 Results 

“The 2020 Budget...is designed to 

reflect the vision of the council, 

the pastors, and the 

congregation...We can do good 

work and the 2020 Budget, 

approved by the Congregation, is 

evidence of our intent to perform 

that good work…” 
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Ten questions with... 

 

I n our continuing effort to 
get to know one another, the 
Journal Team is introducing a 
new section to The Journal.  It’s 
called “Ten Questions with…”. In 
this edition, we would like to intro-
duce you to Pam Haukoos, our 
new Council President.  We 
asked Pam: 
 
How long have you and your 
family been members of St 
John’s?  What attracted you to 
St John’s? 
Our family joined St. John’s in 
2002. We had previously been 
members at St. James Lutheran 
church in Burnsville, but after 
moving to Lakeville decided to 
join a church closer to our home. 
We tried several area churches 
but found St. John’s to be a great 
fit for our family and for what we 
were looking for. We wanted a 
church home that was welcoming, 
had a strong Sunday school pro-
gram and one that used a more 
traditional worship service. 
 
What is a favorite memory you 
have regarding St John’s? 
Some of my favorite memories at 
St. John’s are the times that our 
WAM team has spent planning 
and carrying out decorating the 
Sanctuary for various seasons. 
The creativity of this team con-
tinuously amazes me.  
 
Could you share your favorite 
bible verse and why it has 
meaning to you? 
One of my favorite Bible verses is 
from Proverbs 3: 5-6, “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and do 
not rely on your own insight. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make straight your paths. “    
This verse is a reminder for me 
that God has a path for me and 
that I need to listen for his guid-
ance. When things don’t go the 

way I had planned, expected or 
wanted, I try to remember that 
God knows best. 
 
Where do you feel closest to 
God? 
I feel closest to God when I am 
somewhere quiet, when I am re-
laxed and often times alone. 
Sometimes that place is sitting in 
Church, sometimes it is on a 
floatie in the pool or maybe on a 
long walk outside.   
 
I believe you first joined the 
Council by being the chair for 
Worship and Music committee.  
What attracted you to that par-
ticular committee? 
I became a Council member after 
serving on the Worship Arts Min-
istry (WAM) team, formerly Wor-
ship & Music. I was asked to join 
that team and after inquiring 
about what it was that this group 
did and being ensured that I didn’t 
have to sing, I joined. WAM is a 
group of very fun and creative 
men and women. We work on 
coming up with meaningful ways 
to decorate the church season-
ally, explore ways to enhance 
worship services, etc.  

 
As you step into your role as 
Council President, what oppor-
tunities do you see for our Con-
gregation? 
I feel honored and excited to be 
stepping into the role of Council 
President for St. John’s.  There is 
so much to be excited about!  We 
have a fully loaded amazing staff, 
our worship attendance numbers 
are on the increase, our youth 
programs are growing by leaps 
and bounds, membership is grow-
ing, and the list goes on and on!  
 
What do you see as St John’s 
role in the greater Lakeville 
community? 
Lakeville is the fastest growing 
community in the state of Minne-
sota which provides great oppor-
tunities for St. John’s. Our church 
has so much to offer our new 
neighbors & community members 
and it is our job to reach out to 
them and welcome them.  
 
What can St. John’s members 
do to assist you in your new 
role? 
Get involved!! There are so many 
opportunities to serve. Find some-
thing that interests you and volun-
teer to help! Many of our service 
opportunities rely on the same 
few people that have been in-
volved for years. Getting new 
people involved provides new 
ideas and fresh perspectives.  
Consider serving on a committee, 
ushering, setting up for commun-
ion, prepare and/or serve meals, 
be a reader, teach Sunday 
school. You don’t need any ex-
perience for any of these service 
opportunities. Some are long-term 
and some are a one-time opportu-
nity and none of them are difficult. 
The list of opportunities is endless 
and there is truly something for 
everyone.  Step out of your box 
and try something new!  

Pam Haukoos 
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Continued 

 

 
Our Father God, our Creator God, 
lives and breathes new life into 
each one of us by the power of 
the Holy Spirit in Christ Jesus in 
every single moment, in every 
single day. “So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away, 
see, everything has become 
new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17. In 
Christ, we are gifted faith, we are 
loved and we love, we are for-
given and we forgive. Our hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus are 
granted a rebirth, a regeneration 
to a new life in Christ. This is the 
ultimate creation. “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me.” 
Psalm 51:10.  
 
God is actively creating in this 
world. And, we are an integral 
part of creation—and integral to 

God's process. It is God’s inten-
tion to continue creating within us 
for the benefit of the world—and 
for (all) those who live in it. This is 
a daily thing. It is absolutely a 
moment to moment thing. God is 
creating in and through each of 
us. God, the Creator, never 
stops… creating. 
 
Creation is truly majestic and 
powerful, it also is delicate and 
tender—and it is absolutely spiri-
tual. Creation leaves us speech-
less, and gives us voice to share 
and care for this amazing world.  
 
So, please take a moment in the 
coming weeks. Consider what it is 
that you truly love about creation. 
Share with us what moves you. 
You are invited to do this 
in several ways. 1) On Sunday, 
March 22, attend the ACE 
on Sunday Mornings session to 
see photographs of creation and 
listen to stories of creation from 

the lay-person's view. 2) During 
the month of April, bring to church 
some artful representation of how 
you see and appreciate creation: 
a photograph, a piece of artwork, 
a poem, or perhaps a section of 
fabric woven into something 
unique that illustrates creation in 
your life. Our team will curate 
these items on the back walls of 
the sanctuary. These will be avail-
able for viewing throughout the 
summer months as we continue 
our theme: The Year of Creation. 
 
Creation: It's on display all around 
us. And, with our collective effort, 
a small sampling of what this 
looks like for each of us will be on 
display in our sanctuary. Join us 
for what certainly will be a cele-
bration and collective thanksgiv-
ing for God's gift of creation in the 
months to come. To God alone be 
the glory. 

(Continued from page 5) Creation Apprecia-
tion  

Annabel Elana Jenna Maya 

Jackson (Age 6): It means going 
to church and eggs.  
 
Will (Age 2): Bunny. Eggs.  
 

Elana (1st Grade): Easter means 
a time to be kind.  
 
Annabel (1st Grade): Easter is 
about Jesus and love.  
 

Jenna (age 8): Easter means we 
celebrate the Easter Bunny and 
how Jesus died for us. 
 
Maya (age 6): Easter is happy 
because you get lots of treats and 
you get to see the Easter bunny.  

(Continued from page 4) Kids on Easter 
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Gratitude 

 

● Program my thermostat to be a more energy-
efficient temperature when I am away from home 
(set a little warmer in the summer and a little 
cooler in the winter).  

● Set my refrigerator between 36F and 42F, freezer 
between -5F and 6F, and water heater at 120F 
(or lower if young children are in the house). 

● Call my energy utility and ask about buying into 
clean energy options like wind and solar energy. 

 
In the future, I plan to: 
● Improve my home’s insulation and insulate my 

hot water heater and hot water pipes.  
● Replace burnt out incandescent light bulbs with 

LED light bulbs. 
● Replace appliances with energy efficient options 

(look for the Energy Star logo). 
● Clean and replace appliance filters (especially the 

furnace) on a regular schedule. 

(Continued from page 6) Energy Efficiency  

Menu: 
● February 26, Ash Wednesday: Taco bar, 

served by Children, Youth, & Family 
● March 4: Sloppy Joes, veggies, and macaroni 

and cheese, served by Children, Youth & Family 
● March 11: Pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw and 

chips served by Scout Troops 111 & 7111 
● March 18: Hamburger vegetable soup and grilled 

cheese sandwiches, served by Deborah Circle. 
● March 25: Tortellini soup and egg salad sand-

wiches, served by Hannah Circle 
● April 1: Chili and hot dogs, served by Mary Circle 

(Continued from page 11) Lenten meals 

minister delivering the prayers of the people. But people 
will also write a personal prayer on paper. A metal 
bucket on the table serves to collect the offering. Holy 
Communion is already on the table. People are given 
instructions after the words of institution on how to com-
mune each other at the tables. Homemade baked bread 
was done by the First Communion families. Wine and 
grape juice are both available. After the stripping of the 
altar, the congregation is invited out to place their 
prayers into the fire. It is a great family-friendly service 
on April 9 starting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Want to help? We need crock pots for this event, if 
you have one to loan, please bring to church by Sunday, 
April 5. Also, we need people to help make soup! Please 
let Pastor Heather know if you can help at pastorhea-
ther@sjlcl.org 

(Continued from page 11)Dinner Church 

be $121,300, resulting in a $100 net positive result for 
the Building (Mortgage) Fund. 
 
The 2020 Budget for St. John’s is aspirational in the 
sense that it is both larger than prior year budgets and 
is ambitious. It is designed to reflect the vision of the 
council, the pastors and the congregation. We can do 
good work and the 2020 Budget, approved by the 
Congregation, is evidence of our intent to perform that 
good work. 
 
As we move through 2020, designated “The Year of 
Creation” at St. John’s we encourage you to be faith-
ful in your stewardship and continue to support the 
ministries at St. John’s with your financial support, as 
well as worshiping, communing, and engaging in the 
St. John’s Community. 
 

Ministry Finance Team   

(Continued from page 20) Financial Picture 

Notes of gratitude 
 

● 360 Communities, for our gift of blanket, mittens, 
and hats 

 
● Habitat for Humanity, for the gift of $750 given 

by the Women’s Ministry. 
 
● Lutheran Social Service, for our gift of $500. 
 
● Ruthie Mhanga, Thank you for all the continued 

financial support for our family while we are in 
seminary. Much love to you all at St. John’s. 

 
● The Open Door, Please share our gratitude with 

your entire group! We are so thankful for the sup-
port of St. John’s women and we promise to do 
great things in Lakeville with the gifts you have 
given. 

 
● Open Hand Midway, We value the assistance we 

receive from people like you who understand 
what it means to freely give to those in need. 

 
● Lewis House, for the gift of $750 given by the 

Women’s Ministry. 
 
● Armful of  Love, for the gift of $750 given by the 

Women’s Ministry. 
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