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Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Pastor Heather: pastorheather@sjlcl.org 
 

Amanda Boe: Amanda@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 
 

Tyra Wiemann:  tyra@sjlcl.org 
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Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

● Sunday worship: 8:30, 10:45 a.m. 

● Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
Month. 

 

● Wednesday evening worship: 6:30-7:00 p.m.  
 

Listen to Services Via a Phone 
            Call: 1-877-408-0392 and follow these  
            instructions: 
 

1. Press speaker button on your phone set. 
2. When connected, you will be asked for a Confer-

ence Code: Enter 132410#.  
3. You will hear music until the sound technician (at 

St. John’s) connects you when the service has 
started. PLEASE NOTE: you are on a conference 
line use your mute button so others will not 
hear you. 

4. When the service is over hang up the phone. 
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Prayer Chain 
 

To be placed on St. John’s prayer chain email 
Diane Hammer at d_hammer@charter.net. All 
requests are confidential. 
 

 
 

Contact  
information 

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 for con-
tact information for St. John’s members. Phone 
directories are also available in the narthex. 
 
 
 

Visit us online 
 

www.sjlcl.org 
 
 
 
 

Serve 
Sign up for reading, serving communion, and 
greeting on a Sunday morning can be done at 
sjlcl.org/signup or by calling the 
church office at 952-469-4916. 
No experience is needed, just a 
willingness to serve. 
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H appy and Blessed New Year (and new decade) to all of 
you! May 2020 be, for all of us, a year of peace.  
 

My word for this year is going to be Shalom. Most of us remember 
learning that it means "peace." But, even more accurately, Shalom 
means "wholeness." Peace is what happens when people and the 
community of God's world are in shalom together, seeking each 
other's, the world's, and the Earth's wholeness and health.  
 
When I learned Psalm 24:1 as a child, it was in the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible. That version read, "The Earth is the Lord's and 
the fullness thereof." I remember learning that the Earth was sacred 
and that working toward the health of the whole Earth- not just our 
own backyard and not even just the ground, but also the animals, 
plants, waters, and people of the Earth—was part of our responsibility 
as Christian stewards. In Psalm 8:6, it is us to whom God gives re-
sponsibility for caring for the fullness—the wholeness, the shalom- of 
the Earth. And in Psalm 104, the psalmist takes us on a beautiful tour 
of what God has made and takes infinite pleasure in, so we will al-
ways know what God empowers us to keep vibrant and as whole as 
possible. 
 
I am especially happy to announce to you that our theme at St. John's 
this year is, "2020: The Year of Creation." There is no time but the 
present for us to celebrate this theme and embark on shaping our 
lives more and more faithfully toward being active caretakers of God's 
Earth. The news and the work of environmental scientists are replete 
with urgent cries for changed lifestyles and human patterns as our 
planet suffers. We must face the reality of climate change, increased 
desertification, degraded air quality, emergency-scale water short-
ages, pollution of our waterways and oceans, and concern over suffi-
cient amounts of drinkable water, among others. This is our Lord's 
Earth, and it's fullness is in jeopardy.  
 
There is much in this newsletter that will begin to focus our thoughts 
on how we, as God's called-upon stewards of creation, can dig in, 
seek to help strengthen the creation, and grow in our faith. Please, 
take good time to read this edition of The Journal.  
 
Finally, please be in church on Sunday, January 12. On this day, the 
first 400 worshippers will each receive a free reusable grocery bag 
and a free 32 oz. Nalgene water bottle, both with our St. John's Year 
of Creation logo on them. There is a story related to this in The Jour-
nal, as well. Please read about the impetus for this great project. 
 
Rich blessings to you, dear friends at St. John's. I look forward to join-
ing you in this important, even exciting year for our church and for our 
lives of faithful discipleship for Christ. Happy New Year, the Year of 
Creation!  
 
Shalom, 
 
Pastor Andy 

 

"The Earth is 
the Lord's and all that 

is in it."  
Psalm 24:1 

From the pastor 

 

St. John’s  
Community 

 
Baptisms  
11/10/19 Oakley James  
  Swanson 
11/24/19 Addie Jean  
  Tacheny 
12/8/19  Emmy Joy 
  Santikko 
12/8/19  Brady Paul 
  Santikko 
12/8/19  Myles Preston 
  Fenske 
Funerals 
12/9/2019  Anne Elizabeth  
  Nelson 
 

St. John’s community 
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O ur sermon series for 
Epiphany 2020 is Why 
Church? Knowing why 

and being able to tell family mem-
bers, close friends and new 
neighbors, why church matters to 
you is an important part to living 
out your faith.  
 
In a passing conversation with Jill 
Fiereck, St John’s administrative 
secretary, she summed up “Why 
Church?” with this: “Church helps 
foster my relationship with God 
and with the community. Whether 
it is through the elements of Holy 
Communion or listening to a ser-
mon or engaged in Bible study or 
just fellowship, I feel closer to 
God at church.” 
 
 

Church is the place where we 
learn what God's love is all about. 
God's love is what we teach, what 
we preach, and what we sing. 
When we share our faith through 
words or deeds then God’s love 
takes center stage. Living our 
faith is living out God’s love. 
 
On Saturday, February 8 from 
9:00-1:00 pm staff, council, 
teams, and congregants are in-
vited to the ALL-IN training 
hosted by Lyle Griner and his 
Peer Ministry team. We will spend 
a morning learning a set of rela-
tional skills to be used intention-
ally throughout our congregation. 
These skills are designed to help 
our congregation grow as a wel-
coming, caring and affirming 
place. These same skills become 
practical for living every day, eve-

rywhere, and in every relation-
ship.  
 
A colleague of mine who has 
used ALL-IN Ministry said, “This 
is about ministry development for 
a lifetime, not ending with a pro-
gram but continuing shaping a 
ministry understood every day in 
our churches and in our everyday 
life.” This ministry is all about liv-
ing out God’s love inside and out-
side the church walls. 
 
For right now, save the morning 
of Saturday, February 8. This 
event is hosted by the Oa-
sis Team, and we hope that you 
will be able to make it! Sign up 
online and childcare is available. 
Any questions? Just ask Pastor 
Heather. 

Living our faith 

 

Living our faith—all-in ministry 
By Heather Roth Johnson 

This group from 2018 is a true example of “Why Church?”—God’s love taking center stage. 
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St. John’s receives creation care grant 

H ello my fellow St. John’s members!  I 
have exciting news!  St. John’s is the 
recipient of one of Dakota County’s recy-

cling grants for 2020!!  Our year of creation starts this 
January and I don’t think there is a better tie-in then 
refocusing our efforts at recycling, reusing and reduc-
ing our carbon footprint. 
 
What sort of changes with I see around the 
church building? 
 
Beginning in January and continuing throughout the 
year, you will begin to see some changes with our 
current methods of trash and recycling collection. 
These changes, either all or for the most part,  are 
covered by the grant we are receiving from the 
county.   Some highlights of those changes are: 
 
● Our blue recycling bins will receive new covers 

and labels. 
● These covers will have a round spot for bot-

tles and cans with a slit for office paper prod-
ucts. 

● The labels on the outside of the cans will be 
more colorful and will clearly depict what 
waste products should be disposed of in 
them. 

● Our trash containers and our blue recycling con-
tainers will be placed next to each other. This will 
help tremendously for getting trash and recycla-
bles in the correct place. 

● We will be adding organics bins along with our 
trash and recycling bins. 

● The organics bins will hold our food and com-
postable paper waste for pick up by our gar-
bage hauler and keep it out of the landfills 

● Adding organic service to our garbage hauler 
services should result in a savings on these 
fees over time. 

● Our trash containers for fellowship hall events will 
be on special movable carts that contain bins for 
trash, recycling and organics.  These can be 

(Continued on page 9) 

Year of creation—creation care 

 

D on't Miss Sunday, 
January 12! The first 
400 worshipers will 

receive a free Nalgene water bot-
tle and a reusable fabric grocery 
bag, both of which will have St. 
John's Year of Creation on them.   
 
Why are we doing this? Environ-
mentalists tell of the increasingly-
alarming amount of plastic float-
ing in the world's oceans, all of 
which is choking off and even 
killing marine life. Some of the 
primary culprits? Single-use, un-
recyclable plastic water bottles 
that we buy by the 100's and 
throw away immediately after use 
and plastic, unrecyclable bags we 
put our groceries in that we also 
use by the dozens. 
 
Thanks to partial funding by the 

Scandinavian Dinner Team and 
an anonymous St. John's family, 
this project will help all of us make 
a tangible, practical, and immedi-
ate impact on the environment. It 
will require us to change our 
thought processes and patterns in 
order to do this, but who of us 
cannot accomplish this if we know 
how important our role is? If we 
can replace many of the bottles of 
water we buy by carrying a refilla-
ble water bottle with us and using 
it (kids are leading the way and 
doing this already on a regular 
basis!), and if we can eliminate 
use of thin, petroleum-based 
bags at Cub or Hy-Vee by carry-
ing our own reusable grocery bag 
with us, look at the effect we can 
have. It may take a little while to 
change our habits, but practice 
makes perfect.  In little time, we'll 
be naturally reaching for our gro-

cery bag in the front seat of the 
car as we head into the grocery 
store.   
 
European countries are far ahead 
of us on this and new patterns 
have been created there. With 
our leadership, they can be here, 
also, as we celebrate and look 
out for the creation God has pro-
vided for us to thrive in.   
 
I look forward to seeing all of you 
on January 12.  What a fun day it 
will be! 
 
Pastor Andy   

Free Nalgene water bottle and 
reusable grocery bag! 
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Worship and Music 

 

Epiphany 2020: Why 
Church?  

 

T his Epiphany season, we will be exploring 
the question, “Why Church?” As you know, 
people come to church for a variety of rea-

sons – community, obligation, or even for the coffee. 
But those are surface level reasons. When we really 
look deep into the “why” of church, it’s all about what 
God does in our hearts: transformation. And, that’s 
what people are seeking, to be transformed! So why 
church? Because church… 
 
January 5: Restoration (Mark 1:21-45) 
January 12: Re-imagination (Mark 2:1-22)  
January 19: Re-creation (Mark 4:1-34) 
January 26: Reconnection (Mark 5:1-20) 
February 2: Resurrection story (Mark 5:21-43) 
February 9: Reorientation (Mark 6:1-29) 
February 16: Redemption (Mark 7:1-23) 
February 23: Revelation and FAT SUNDAY  
         (Mark 8:27-9:8) 
 

FAT SUNDAY is February 23, together we 
will eat pancakes, play bingo, and get ready for Lent. 
Free-will offering goes towards the youth mission trip 
to Oklahoma, Asego Nation. 

The Lenten Season 
 

T he beginning of Lent this year begins with 
Ash Wednesday on February 26. With Ash 
Wednesday we mark the beginning of Lent, 

frequently seen as the most penitential season of the 
church year. Although Lent tells us the story of Jesus' 
ministry on Earth and eventual crucifixion it is also a 
time of spiritual rebirth and growth. Ash Wednesday 
prepares us for the resurrection on Easter. The cross 
of ashes on our foreheads remind us of the imperma-
nence of our human form, but without the crucifixion 
there is no resurrection.  
 
Beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 26 our 
weekly Wednesday worship schedule will change. 
Instead of our half hour services at 6:30 pm, we shift 
to two services at 5:00 and 7:00 pm. This schedule 
will continue throughout Lent, and we invite you to 
attend our Wednesday evening services to increase 
your connection to God's story. 
 
The first Sunday in Lent will be on March 1; at the 
10:45 service we will have a guest choir from Briar 
Cliff University in Sioux City, Iowa directed by Profes-
sor Jaime Kelley providing special music. 

First Communion 
Cup Making 

 

F irst Communion cup making is a special 
event we host for our 5th graders and their 
parents, to serve as a beautiful keepsake of 

each child's First Communion. The first session will 
be held on Friday, January 3 from 6:30-8:00 pm. 
Each child and parent will design their cup from a 
chunk of clay. It's amazing to see the different styles 
created, each year. The cups will then go to the Arts 
Center to be baked. On Friday, January 31 every-
one will meet again from 6:30-8:00 pm to paint 
their cup, as they choose. Each cup may be as crea-
tive and colorful as the designer wishes. Next, the 
cups are taken back to the Arts Center for glazing. 
Cup making is an awesome way for the children to 
work together with their parents to prepare for their 
First Communion. The design sessions are wonderful 
opportunities for families to meet and join in fellow-

(Continued on page 15) 

Lenten Meals 
 

T he first Lenten meal will be on Ash Wednes-
day the 26th of February. The Mary Circle will 
be serving Chili and hot dogs. Serving will 

start at 5:30 and conclude at 6:45.  The cost is $4 per 
person or $10.00 for a family. The money after ex-
penses is donated to Loaves and Fishes. 
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Worship and music 

 

The Rodlund family 

The Enyi family 

The Thoms family 

Welcome new members to 
st. john’s community 

The Boe family Getting to know  
the Rodlunds 

 
Family Member Names:Troy, Stacy, William and Na-
than Rodlund 

Where did you grow up? Troy grew up in Ellendale, 
ND, Stacy in Moorhead, MN 

How long have you lived in the Lakeville area? 7 
Years 

What is your current vocation? Troy works for the 
U.S. Treasury. Stacy is a Fitness Instructor and an 
American Red Cross Instructor 

What led you to St. John’s Lutheran Church? 
Growing up we both attended a traditional church that 
was small in size, everyone knew each other and be-
ing involved was something you wanted to do. In our 
search to provide this experience for our children we 
were led to St. John's. During our first Sunday at the 
church we were greeted by Pastor Andy and several 
families that genuinely wanted to meet us. The invit-
ing nature, plus the positive experience our children 
had at Sunday School made our decision to join an 
easy one. 

What do you enjoy most about St. John's Lu-
theran Church? The traditional feel, the people that 
we have met, being able to volunteer, the Sunday 
school program, Sunday donuts (Will and Nate's re-
sponse) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Adult education 

 

G rab a cup of coffee, a 
donut and meet in the 
sanctuary at 9:40 each 

Sunday morning for exciting pres-
entations. 
 

Sunday January 5 
Intro to The Year of Creation 

with Pastor Andy 
 
"In the bleak midwinter," with 
driveways to be shoveled and 
bricks of road ice afixed to your 
car, join Pastor Andy on the first 
Sunday of a new year and dec-
ade to kick off "The Year of Crea-
tion" at St. John's.  Hear about 
creation-care initiatives in the 
year ahead, envision your place 
in this beautiful and wondrous 
world God has created, and let 
God's Word fill you with the prom-
ises God makes for a creation 
that is designed to sustain the 
world.  What a beautiful way to 
begin 2020! 
 

Sunday January 12 
St. John's & Muhanga:  

Partners in God's Mission with 
Rev. Peter Harrits 

 
Walking Bega Kwa Bega 
(Shoulder to Shoulder in Swahili) 
with the people of Muhanga Par-
ish in the ELCT Iringa Diocese, 
the people of St. John's have 
been faithful companions on the 
journey of God's Mission. In this 
session we'll review the incredible 
work that you've done together 
and wonder, together, how God 
might be calling you to deeper 
engagement—both in Tanzania 
and much closer to home.   

The Rev. Peter Harrits is the 
SPAS Director of Bega Kwa Bega 
and Assistant to the Bishop.  In 
this role, Harrits divides his time 
between offices in Iringa and the 
synod offices in St. Paul helping 
to facilitate meaningful compan-
ion congregation relationships, 
supervising a team of cross-
cultural volunteers, and serving 
as an ambassador for the Saint 
Paul Area Synod to their compan-
ions in central Tanzania. As an 
assistant to the Bishop, he is 
keenly interested in congrega-
tions’ local and global partner-
ships as well as opportunities to 
meaningfully engage young 
adults who call the Twin Cities 
home.  Peter and his wife, Jenny, 
live in St. Paul with their daughter 
and two energetic dogs. 

 

Sunday January 19 
2020 Budget Preview with 
Dan Brown & Barry Fick 

 
Please join us in the sanctuary for 
an overview of the 2020 Budget 
and ensuing discussion as we 
prepare for our Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation on Sunday, 
January 26, 11:45 am. 
 
Sunday 1/26—No A.C.E. is 
scheduled due to the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation at 
11:45 am, immediately following 
the second service. 
 

Sundays February 2 
Working Together in Care of 
Creation with Chris Erickson, 

SPAS ELCA Care for  
Creation Workgroup 

 
A wise person once said “If you 
want to travel fast, go alone.  If 
you want to travel far, take a com-
panion.”  Being good stewards of 
God’s gift of creation is a daunt-
ing task which can easily over-
whelm us.  But together we can 
work in partnership with people 
who have wonderful, diverse gifts 
to lend to the effort. These are 
gifts given by God to use wisely.  
As people of faith, we are the 
best candidates to step forward 
and lead in this effort to maintain 
a sustainable environment. Chris 
Erickson, a member of the Saint 
Paul Area Synod ELCA Care for 
Creation Workgroup, will highlight 
those actions that are already 
being taken by churches across 
the Synod, state, and nation as 
we work together to tend and 

(Continued on page 9) 

Rev. Peter Harrits 
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Adult education 

 

care for our earth.  We hope this 
will inspire even more action as 
we travel through this world to-
gether.  
 
Chris Erickson lives right here in 
Lakeville.  His wife, Kay, is a re-

tired teacher from Lakeview Ele-
mentary School.  Chris retired in 
2013 from work as the Patient 
Advocate at the Minneapolis VA 
Medical Center, having served 40 
years at that Medical Center.  
Chris and Kay both attend Prince 
of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Burnsville and have been active 
recruiting a diversity of churches 
to work together on environmental 
justice issues.  Their group, Inter-
faith Creation Care South Metro 
currently has 14 churches of all 
denominations supporting one 
another’s efforts. Chris is also 
active within the St Paul Area 
Synod of the ELCA where he is 
doing similar work, helping 
churches to work together to be 
better stewards of God’s gift, the 
earth, our home. 
 

Sunday February 9 
Camp Sunday with Luther 

Crest Bible Camp!  
 

Join us on Camp Sunday and 
meet Maddie Elliot, the Director of 
Programs at Luther Crest Bible 
Camp based in Alexandria, Min-

nesota. She will be giving us an 
introduction to Luther Crest Bible 
Camp, a ministry of the ELCA, 
owned and managed by over 120 
Lutheran congregations, primarily 
in west-central Minnesota. The 
goal of Luther Crest is for each 
participant to grow in his/her un-
derstanding, appreciation and 
knowledge of: God, Others, Self, 
and Creation. Maddie will tell us 
about all that has changed 
throughout the years and some of 
the things that have stayed the 
same. And, come learn about the 
amazing experiences that our 
congregation's youth will be look-
ing forward in attending Luther 
Crest Bible Camp this summer! 
 

Sunday February 16 
No A.C.E. is scheduled. 
 

Sunday February 9 
No A.C.E. is scheduled as we will 
be enjoying a fabulous Fat Sun-
day Pancake Breakfast with the 
entire congregation between wor-
ship services. 

(Continued from page 8) ACE 

Chris Erickson 

moved out for events and put 
away when the area is being 
used for classrooms. These 
bins can also be moved to the 
narthex when needed (coffee 
hour on Sunday or Wednes-
day night dinner) 

● A water bottle filling station will 
be added to our water foun-
tains to make use of refillable 
water bottles for the congrega-
tion, staff and our youth pro-
grams.  

 
This all sounds great, but how 
will I know what to do once all 
these changes take place? 
 
As part of the grant we received 
from the county, our staff will also 

be receiving training on the best 
practices for implementing the 
updated recycling and new organ-
ics programs. After they have re-
ceived this training, the staff will 
bring these practices to the con-
gregation through special ACE 
sessions and through posters and 
the new labels on the bins.  Other 
groups who use our church will 

also receive instruction and infor-
mation in the form of handouts in 
their rental packet. 
 
More information and updates on 
our progress with the grant will be 
available throughout the coming 
year of creation.  I can’t wait to 
get started!! 
 
Elisa Brown 
 

Join the Creation Care 
Movement!  

 
Start the new year by going pa-
perless with the Journal! Sign up 
at www.sjlcl.org click “Subscribe 
to St. John’s notices” in upper left-
hand side of the home page. 

(Continued from page 5) Recycling Grant 
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Children,  youth, and  family 

 

 

I t is a wonderful time to 
get ready for Summer 
Bible Camp and Mission 

Trips! Our St. John's kids are go-
ing on many exciting faith adven-
tures! They will be going on a 
Mission Trip to Oklahoma, Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Base, Sugar 
Creek Bible Camp and Green 
Lake family camp! 
 

Camp Sunday, February 9 
 
For Camp Sunday, February 9, 
we will be with Maddie Elliot, the 
Director of Programs at Luther 
Crest Bible Camp based in Alex-
andria, Minnesota. She will visit 
with our Sunday School class and 
ACE session.  She will be giving 
us an introduction to Luther Crest 
Bible Camp, a ministry of the 
ELCA, owned and managed by 
over 120 Lutheran congregations, 
primarily in west-central Minne-
sota. The goal of Luther Crest is 
for each participant to grow in his/
her understanding, appreciation 

and knowledge of: God, Others, 
Self, and Creation. Maddie will tell 
us about all that has changed 
throughout the years and some of 
the things that have stayed the 
same.  
 

Summer Camps and 
Mission Trips 

 
Luther Crest Bible Camp 

 
St. John’s kids 2nd grade-8th grade 
are invited to join Amanda at Lu-
ther Crest Bible Camp in Alexan-
dria, MN July 19-24. Please con-
tact Amanda at amanda@sjlcl.org 
if your child is interested in going 
to summer camp! A few things to 
know: I will stay on-site for the 
entire time your child is there. We 
will set up carpools to help with 
transportation. We will begin fund-
raising in January! Please let me 
know as soon as possible if your 
child is interested in going to 
camp, I will be happy to answer 
any questions you may have.  
 
St. John’s has a “group hold” for 

the week of July 19-24. Use code 
20Stjohns719 and register at 
https://www.luthercrest.org/how-
to-register.html. This code will 
expire with the early bird discount 
on 02/14/2019 at 11:00 pm. We 
will plan to fundraise for half the 
cost of this trip, please register to 
take advantage of the early bird 
discount.  
 

Mission Trip to Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma 

 
Our High School youth group will 
be going to the small town of 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma it is the 
tribal headquarters of the Osage 
Nation. YouthWorks partners with 
local pastors and community 
leaders to determine how we can 
best serve this unique community. 
Service opportunities in Paw-
huska include painting and minor 
work projects, assisting the town’s 
soup kitchen and food pantry, and 
supporting summer kid’s pro-
grams. In the evenings you’ll have 
the opportunity to go on a tour of 
the town with a community mem-

Activities and events to put on your calendar 

2019 Christmas pageant “A Big, Big Story” 
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Children,  youth, and  family 

 

ber, visit historical museums, wor-
ship at a local church service, and 
host a community cookout. The 
registration fee is $359.00 plus cost 
of van rental and travel costs of $150-
200.00. Budget for a total of $559.00. 
Please submit your $100 deposit by 
January 15 to Amanda.  
 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp Bible 
Camp is a beloved program for 
St. John’s students. High School 
Students will be going the weeks 
of July 5-10 and July 12-17, 19-
24. For more information and to 
register, check out Sugar Creek’s 
webs i t e :  suga rc reek b ib le-
camp.org 
 

Family Camp at Green Lake 
Bible Camp  

 
Join Pastor Heather at Green 
Lake Bible Camp in Wilmer, MN 
for a week of family camp. Morn-
ings are spent in Bible study 
(adults with pastor and kids with 
counselors) and afternoons are 
all about camp activities: swim-
ming, crafting, and lounging. 
Don’t forget evening campfires! 
July 5-10 For more information 

and to register, check out the 
G r e e n  L a k e  W e b s i t e : 
www.gllm.org  
 
Questions about any camp infor-
mation? Please contact Amanda 
at amanda@sjlcl.org or Pastor 
Heather at  
pastorheather@sjlcl.org.  

Sunday School will Resume 
January 5! 

 
We are so excited for Abel and 
Zabel’s return and our journey 
into the New Testament! We will 
learn of the healing power of Je-
sus! Preschoolers and first grad-
ers will have the opportunity to 
learn about fellowship on January 
19 as they will have a special con-
nect class learning how to be 
greeters. We will be singing some 
fun camp songs and we will par-
ticipate in Camp Sunday on Feb-
ruary 9. February 16 the 2nd grad-
ers will learn about sharing of the 
peace in their Connect Class. 
Questions? Please contact 
Amanda at amanda@sjlcl.org or 
Pastor Heather at 
pastorheather@sjlcl.org.  
 

February 23 is Fat Sunday! 
Pancake Breakfast! 

 
Pancakes and toppings and bingo 
all provided by at those going on 
the mission trip to Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma! Sunday school will 
meet in the sanctuary at 9:40 am 
then the kids meet their families in 
the fellowship hall for pancakes 
and bingo.  
 

High School Students 
The youth group's focus for No-
vember and December was re-
searching misconceptions about 
Bible stories. We studied what the 
Bible says and had some interest-
ing discussion about why Bible 
stories are altered and inter-
preted. We are busy planning our 
service projects, camps and mis-
sion trips for 2020 and looking 
forward to the South Metro Meal 
Pack. Service for December was 
caroling at Highview Hills! We 
have also had a lot of fun and 
laughed a lot! Join us on 
Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 pm, 9th 
grade joins us after Affirm at 8:00-
8:30pm. Questions? Please con-
tact Amanda at amanda@sjlcl.org  

Caroling at Highview Hills December 15, 2019 
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Serving others 

 

Loaves and Fishes 
 

S t. John’s has been involved with preparing 
and serving food at Loaves and Fishes at 
Easter Lutheran by the Lake (Cliff and Pilot 

Knob) for the past two years. We serve 25-40 people 
on the third Thursday of each month. Food is pre-
pared from 4:00-5:00 pm and served from 5:30-6:30 
pm. If you are interested in assisting with this service 
opportunity, please sign up on the sheet posted on 
the bulletin board above the coat rack. A new sign-up 
sheet is posted each month. If you have questions, 
please contact Kathy at kmcomer72@gmail.com. 

Special Giving  
Opportunities 
For January and February 

Youth Ministry 
 

T his January and February, donations from 
the St. John’s pink offering envelopes will go 
towards St. John’s Youth Ministry to subsi-

dize youth events. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward this 
worth while cause, please use your January/February 
offering envelopes, or a pew envelope marked Janu-
ary/February special offering. Place in the offering 
plate, drop off or mail into the church office. 

Kitchen Cleaning 
 

D o you have an hour or two to help clean 
the kitchen? The more hands that are 
available the more quickly the work can be 

completed. Some of the tasks are wiping out cabinets 
and shelves, cleaning the refrigerator, stove, and 
convection oven. The floor has already been done by 
Butch. We will be meeting at 9:00 am on January 
21. Remember the more people we have cleaning the 
faster we can complete this project. 

For Everyone 
 

S outh Metro Meal Pack! Be the hands that 
change the world. Join us Wednesday night, 
January 29 for the South Metro Meal Pack! 

We have 100 spots reserved for St. John’s! Choose a 
time that works for you: 5:00-7:00 pm or 7:30-9:30 
pm sign up at the following link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4badaf22a6f58-fmsc 
 
The community-wide packing event organized and 
planned by area churches who come together for a 
common purpose of packing 2 million meals and 
feeding the hungry around the world! 2020 location is 
Hosanna Church, Lakeville.  
 
We will provide 2 million meals to hungry children 
around the world and build up the Kingdom of God 
by: Reaching out with God’s love in a practical, tangi-
ble way, building stronger connections and relation-
ships within the South of the River Christian faith 
community and Impacting our local communities and 
neighbors by serving together side-by-side! Partner-
ing with Feed My Starving Children allows for both 
community development and sustainability. 
 
DONATIONS ARE NEEDED! Please consider donat-
ing to this great event, we will be collecting donations 
in January, please place an envelope with your dona-
tion in the offering plate.  
 
Please contact Amanda at amanda@sjlcl.org or Pas-
tor Heather at pastorheather@sjlcl.org.  

1 Peter 4:10 
 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms. 
 
Go to www.sjlcl.org, click "serve" to make a Sun-
day morning meaningful to you. 
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Ministry finance 

 

T he Ministry Finance Team presents this Fi-
nancial Performance Report (“FPR”) for 
November 2019 to the Saint John’s Lu-

theran Church Congregation and St. John’s Lutheran 
Church Council.  
 
General Fund Report 
For November 2019:  
● Offering revenue was $42,127; which is 2.2% 

below budget for the month 
● General Fund revenues were $46,004; which is 

1.0% below budget for the month 
● General Fund expenses were $49,909; which is 

12.5% below budget for the month 
● General Fund net performance was a negative 

$3,905 for November 
 
Year to date (“YTD”) 2019: 
● General Fund revenue is $514,989; which is 

4.9% below budget for the year 
● General Fund expenses are $508,238; which is 

11.3% below budget for the year 
● General Fund net performance compared to 

Budget is a positive $38,341 from January 
through November 

 
Comments & Observations: 
For the year to date, General Fund performance has 
been strong, with early year contributions providing a 
cushion to offset recent General Fund fluctuating per-
formance. For the year to date, General and Benevo-
lence Fund cash is $11,624 higher than December 
31, 2018.  
 
For the year to date, offerings to the General and Be-
nevolence fund are approximately 3% higher than 
offerings in 2018.  
 
For the month of October, revenue was below the 
budgeted amount. Expenses were also lower than 
budgeted. This is due to good cost management by 
all Ministry Teams, with the Building and Mainte-
nance amount budgeted for Capital Improvements 
not being used yet. Much of the funding budgeted for 
Capital Improvements are anticipated be used prior to 
the end of the year.  
 
Benevolence Fund Report 
 
The Benevolence Fund is allocated a portion (6%) of 
total revenues. Benevolence Fund expenditures are 
limited to the amount allocated to the Benevolence 
Fund.  
 

During the year, there often is a positive balance in 
the Benevolence Fund. Expenditures are commonly 
made later in the year or when funds are allocated to 
the Benevolence Fund for distribution. The Benevo-
lence Fund has no direct effect on monthly financial 
performance. 
 
Building Fund Report 
 
For November 2019: 
● Building Fund revenues were $9,385 
● Building Fund expenses were $10,094 
● Building Fund Net was a negative $698 
 
Year to date (“YTD”) 2019: 
● Building Fund Revenue is $117,504 
● Building Fund expense is $131,088 
● Building Fund net is a negative $13,585 
● The negative YTD includes an additional Princi-

pal payment of $20,000 in March 
● Adjusting for the additional principal payment the 

Building Fund has a net positive result of $6,415 
 
Comments and Observations: 
Building Fund performance was neutral for November 
with contributions and interest income just below the 
mortgage payment and expenses by $698. The Build-
ing Fund performance has been very consistent on a 
month by month basis in 2019. 
 
For the first 11 months of 2019, the Building Fund 
performance has resulted in over ½ of the additional 
$20,000 principal payment being recovered from 
member contributions. The current fund balance in 
the Mortgage Account continues to provide a nearly 
5-month reserve for mortgage payments. 
 
Ministry Finance Team Members and How to Get 
Finance Questions Answered  
The members of the Ministry Finance Team are al-
ways available and willing to answer any financial 
related questions or provide information about the 
financial operations of St. John’s. Contact the Church 
office to be put in touch with a Ministry Finance Team 
member or if you see Barry Fick, Mark Gelle, Mike 
Sobota, Lisa Drogemuller, Andy Schultz, or Brad 
Paulson in church, don’t hesitate to talk with them for 
additional information. We thank you for your ongoing 
financial support and encourage you to remain faithful 
in your giving as the year unfolds. 
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Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored Students in Tanzania 
Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 

Global missions 

 

Updates 
 

O n January 12 Pastor 
Peter Harrits will be 
preaching as well as be-

ing the presenter at ACE.  He will 
be giving an overview of the work 
Bega Kwa Bega (BKB) does in 
Tanzania.   
 

Lenten Banks 
 
Ash Wednesday starts the 26th 
of February, as in the past we 
will handing out Lenten boxes to 
be filled during the season of 
Lent.  Again this year the money 

will go towards the dispensary. 
Our original goal was to raise 
$27,000 for the project with the 
villagers in Muhunga to be as-
sessed according to their means.  
So far we have raised over 
$20,000 because of your gener-
osity with the Lenten boxes and 
the Scrip cards which you pur-
chased. It is exciting to know that 
in the near future they will have a 
dispensary close so they won’t 
have to walk miles for medical 
assistance. 
 

Scholarships 
 
The Global Mission Team and 
the students of Muhunga would 

like to thank those of you who 
continue to support them with 
your scholarships. A better edu-
cation means a better life for 
themselves and their families. 
 

Trip to Tanzania 
 
Our next trip to Tanzania has 
been moved to July 5, 2021 as 
our congregation will be traveling 
with members from Prince of 
Peace. If you are traveling as a 
larger group it helps to keep the 
cost down.  Their first planning 
session will be in September of 
2020.  More information will be 
available as the time gets closer. 
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Gratitude 

 

Thank you to St. John’s 

Annual Meeting Notice 
 

T he Annual Meeting of the St. John's Lu-
theran Church congregation will be held on 
Sunday, January 26, at 11:45 a.m. in the 

sanctuary. All members in the congregation who 
have achieved confirmation are adult members of 
the congregation and are voting members. We urge 
all of you to attend, as we know you are concerned 
about the faithful ministry of the church. 
 
The agenda will include discussion of and voting on 
the ministry plan and budget for the congregation 
for 2018, election of church council members, and 
other topics. 

ship together to celebrate this meaningful occasion. 
These special and unique cups will then be filled with 
wine or grape juice, during the First Communion wor-
ship services as the children come forth to partake in 
communion.  
 
To collaborate the cup making, all 5th and 6th 
graders will be participating in First Communion 
class during their normal Ablaze hour on 
Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:00 pm. We will use 
the curriculum from Fed and Forgiven to focus on all 
that God has done for us and His promises. Please 
reach out to Nicole Major with any questions at 
nicole@sjlcl.org. 
 
Children will celebrate their First Communion with 
their choice of Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7:00 pm or 
Sunday, April 19, either service. 

(Continued from page 6) First Communion 

What are your hobbies, or what do you enjoy do-
ing (individual / family)? We all like to spend a lot of 
our summer at a lake just outside of Detroit Lakes, 
MN.  William and Nathan also enjoy several school 
sports and piano. What are you looking forward to in 
2020? Travel, time with family and watching our chil-
dren explore life. 

(Continued from page 7) Rodlund family 

Dear St. John’s, 
 On behalf of my students and I, we would like 
to thank you for your generosity in allowing us to hold 
our holiday piano recital at St. John’s again this year. 
It is such a wonderful venue for my pianists and their 
families—so welcoming and beautiful. We had a fan-
tastic recital and your willingness to share your space 
with us is a blessing.  
 Sincerely, Laura Pettis 
 
St. John’s Lutheran 
 Thank you very much for the use of your facil-
ity today,  it’s a beautiful sanctuary and we are grate-
ful that you share with our students and teachers. 
 Apple Valley Teacher Association 
 
To St. John’s Lutheran, 
 Thank you for your generous donation to 
Lunches 4 Lakeville to help children struggling to pay 
for lunches. Your donation will help us maintain a 
positive environment for kids and help alleviate stress 
for some parents. We truly appreciate it! 
 Sincerely, Lakeville Student Nutrition 
 Kristen, Julie, Gayle 
 
Dear St. John’s 
 Thank you for your generous donation of the 
hand-made quilt for the raffle at our Veterans Dinner.  
 Best Regards, Lakeville Yellow Ribbon 
 Program 
 
St. John’s Community, 
 Thank you St John’s community for all the 
prayers, prayer shawl, thoughts, cards, hugs, and en-
couraging words after I broke my wrist. God loves you 
and so do I!  
 See you at church, Pastor Heather 
 
Dear St. John’s, 
 Thank you for your generous donation of 
$356 for Current for Curran. The team is working hard 
to raise the remaining funds to complete the installa-
tion for Curran Lutheran Hospital. None of this could 
happen without you and many others across the 
country. 
 Mary Jo Mettler, NE MN Synod Women of the 
 ELCA, Current for Curran Promoter 
 
Open Door, for our donation of 369 pounds of food. 
 
Lutheran Social Services, for our donation of 
$3,000. 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Pastor: Heather Roth Johnson 
Children, Youth, & Family Director:  
 Amanda Boe 
Financial Analyst: Tyra Wiemann 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Pre-teen 5/6 Ministry Director:  
     Nicole Major 
Vacation Bible School Coordinator: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery Care: Brianna Carroll,  
 Whitney Schultz 
Facility Care: Butch Oswald 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (2nd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-12th) & 
Firelight Singers (Pre-K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Pam Haukoos 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Campus Properties 
  
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Compassion 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

OAsis 
  
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Val Altendorfer 
 Diane Henning 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Tony Gleason 
 Megan Lillehei 
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