
Journal Express 
           May, 2021 

Andy Smith - Pastor 20165 Heath Ave. PO Box 955 Lakeville MN 

952-469-4916 

I want to draw your attention to Acts 2:46-47 this 
month. We celebrate Pentecost Sunday on May 23, which 
is recounted in Acts 2:1-36.  The above two verses take 
place right after this and talk about how the first Chris-
tians understood their mission.  Importantly, they spent 
time together poring over the story of Jesus, who had 
been brutally crucified and rose from that death, as the 
promise from God that would transform their lives.  It 
did.  They felt the calling to be a new Church in the world 
- the church that followed the way of Jesus - and they 
gave their lives and perspective to this new, higher call-
ing.  They shared fellowship and ministry together around 
this power of a changed life, as it says in Acts, with glad 
and generous hearts.   

The elephant in the 
room of our lives right 
now is that we, in 
America, have become 
deeply divided, both 
around core life values, but also, tragically, even around 
what our daily reality is.  We have to name this because it 
is real.  Often, we've found ourselves on a hair trig-
ger.  We're ready to go to battle for our point of view.  In 
my almost 30 years of ministry, I can honestly say I have 
never seen anything like this.  This has been building over 
the last decade or two, of course.  Many of our churches 
have held important conversations around how to engage 
in civil discourse, yet each of us probably finds ourself 
today on one of two very different sides of life with a 
wide gulf in between us and others.   

"So, where are you going with this message, Pastor 
Andy," you ask?  My response is, the Church - Christ's 
Church made up of you and me, most specifically, in this 
place called St. John's Lutheran - has a calling and an in-
valuable blessing to live our lives above the din of daily 
life that otherwise wants to divide us.  The first apostles, I 
am sure, were not too different from us.  We know, in 
fact, that Peter and Paul and James argued often about 
how the Church would be led and what its key missions 
were, and likely brought very distinct and different 
worldviews of their own into the conversation.  But, 
when all was said and done, they rose above this, recon-
ciled themselves into people with a plan going forward, 

and launched the Church out into a world that was vi-
cious toward them.  They had a much higher calling than 
to get stuck in the quicksand of bickering and the divi-
sions of life.  They had the gospel of the risen and living 
Christ to share AND they had to prove this life-changing 
gospel through their united, reconciled, even joyful living 
and witnessing.   

This is us, Johnnies.  One of the most invaluable bless-
ings of our lives is that we have all found our way into 
Christ's Church - Christ's collection of people for whom 
He has died and has risen.  And one of the ways we all 
rise to a life above the din of this divided, tense time is 
that we recognize our calling to be fellow church mem-

bers, friends in faith, 
children of God, forgiv-
en and redeemed sin-
ners, and witnesses of 
Jesus' grace for the 
world as our higher 

calling.  I am aware that many people in our country look 
at the Christian church today and see one thing:  hypocri-
sy.  And they are leaving Christ's glorious, yet very human 
Church in droves.  They aren't seeing churches as an oasis 
in the midst of the desert of this life right now or as a 
place of hope or as a place, most tragically, of love.  They 
see the church as no different than any other organiza-
tion of people who, frankly, aren't able to figure out how 
we are going to get out of this pickle we're in of never 
being able to find common ground. 

Today, I encourage us as Johnnies to seize the man-
tle of our higher calling, and to do it in enthusiastic ways, 
in fact.  "Enthusiasm" - "en-" and "theos-" means, "In 
God."  Search yourself, as I will within my own self, with 
our unique time in life in mind, for what each of us has to 
offer "in God" to our church in Lakeville so we keep grow-
ing into a visible example of living life above and taking 
on our true calling from our Lord to be "the body of 
Christ" in the world.  I love this challenge and sense you 
will, also.  Our Lord has amazing Easter new-life power to 
offer us always.  Let's seize it once again with glad and 
generous hearts! 

My Christian love to you, 
Pastor Andy 

The Invaluable Blessing of  
Being the Church 



you would like more information 
or would like to join us . 
amanda@sjlcl.org  
 

Summer Sunday Night Middle 
School Bonfires 
Join us for some bonfire fun! We 
will take a hike on our walking 
path, and play games. Sunday 
nights- starting  June 13, 7:00pm-
8:00pm 
 
Please connect with Amanda Boe if 
you would like more information 
or would like to join us  
amanda@sjlcl.org  
 

Summer fun for Middle School 
and High School groups!  
 

Join us for a Canoe trip at  
Taylors Falls!   

One-Way Trips begin in  
Taylors Falls, inside the  
Minnesota Interstate State Park. 
From Taylors Falls, you will then 
canoe or kayak down the St. Croix 
River to the Osceola Landing. 
When you arrive in  
Osceola we will then shuttle you 
back to Taylors Falls. 
 
Sunday July 11th  
12:00pm-5:00pm 
Cost - $40.00 
 
Lebanon Hills trip! Hike, picnic 

paddle board and canoe!  

Cost- $10.00 and need to sign up 
with Amanda by June 15.  
 
Sunday, June 27 12:00pm-4:00pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children, Youth and Family 
Garden Service Project:   
ROOTS!   

St. John’s is blessed with an 
abundance of land, to be good  
stewards of the land, we are  
going to plant a garden to help our 
neighbors. Our New Roots group will 
be made of middle school and HS 
Students that are interested in  
growing vegetables for the food 
shelf.  Our first St. John’s garden will 
need watering, tending, weeding 
and harvesting. Please contact 
Amanda soon to be part of this 
group, we will find a time that works 
for the group to meet.  

SUMMER MUSIC! 
Keep watch for more 
information to come 
about guitar/ukulele 
and children’s bell 
choir this summer! 
Something new and 
exciting!  
 

Graduating Senior Sunday  
June 6th- We will likely have the op-
tion of three services, one inside the 
sanctuary, our parking lot 
worship and our online worship.   
However, we wish for you to attend 
the parking lot service so we can 
recognize you and have you  
together as a whole senior class 
from St. John’s . 
 
We need two things from you:  

1. Submit a photo: We would like to 
make a special video montage for 
our online worship, please email a 
file/copy of your Senior Photo by 
May 15 to pastorandy@sjlcl.org.  
 

2. Let us know what your future 
plans are and where you are  
graduating from. 
 

RSVP and Robe up!  Please wear 
your Graduation robe for the  
worship.  Our CYF team will have a 
special gift for you that day.  Please 
let us know if you won’t be able to 
join us. 

Youth Led Worship May 16 
Please join us for our Youth led  
worship on May 16th!  We will  
celebrate our unique faith   
education year with speakers from 
our HS Youth Group and worship  
assistants from Affirm students and 
Sunday School. Youth are invited to 
join in the planning, preparation and  
participation of our Youth Worship 
on May 16. Please connect with 
Amanda Boe to join us.  
amanda@sjlcl.org  
 

May High School Service Projects   
 

May 11th—Feed My Starving  
Children- 6:00pm-8:00pm we have 5 
spots reserved- register here: 
https://www.fmsc.org/join-group?
joincode=2G6PY4 
 

May 18th—(TUESDAY NIGHT) we are 
going to VEAP to pack food and Toilet 
Paper/Diapers and get a tour of their 
building- 6:30-7:30 in Bloomington, 
MN.  
 

May 25th—Feed My Starving Chil-
dren 6:00-8:00pm we have 15 spots 
reserved. register here: https://
www.fmsc.org/join-group?
joincode=KGXE0M 
 
Please connect with Amanda Boe for 
any additional information you need 
regarding this events.  
amanda@sjlcl.org  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Bonfires: 

Summer Sunday Night High School 
Bonfires  

Join us around a fire, hike, pray and 
some fun too! Sunday nights- starting 
June 13, 8:00pm-9:00pm 

Please connect with Amanda Boe if 
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Summer Fun for pre-k and  
elementary:  
 
GROW! Summer play group come ex-
plore our playground, church walking 
trail, bird feeders and garden.  There  
is always something amazing to found 
in God’s creation! Discover new 
friends and new places to play! Join 
Amanda Boe, CYF director for two  
playgroup times:  
 
• Sunday mornings following  
worship beginning June 6 
• Wednesday mornings at 
9:30am beginning June 2 
 
Please connect with Amanda Boe if 
you would like more information or 
would like to join us  
amanda@sjlcl.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our 
Summer Youth who are attending 
summer camps and programs are 
hosting a SPRING COMPOST SALE!   

 

Each bag of compost weighs 20 
pounds and is sold for $3.50. Our 
youth programs will receive $3.00 for 
each bag sold!  
 

THIS IS AN EXCELLENT FUNDRAISER!  
 
Please help support them on  
Saturday, May 15 from 9:00am-

12:00pm and 
Sunday, 11:00am
-1:00pm. Please 
come and get  
fantastic com-
post for your  
garden and 
planters! 
 
 
 

 

Baptism 

Baptized during Worship on  
Sunday April 25 was Rylan Elise  
Swanson, daughter Chris and Shayla 
Swanson.  Rylan’s baptismal sponsors 
were Zoe Lomenda and Zachary  
Lomenda.  We welcome Rylan to the 
family of God. 
 
Loaves and Fishes 
St. John's has a serving opportunity at 
Loaves and Fishes on Tuesday, May 18 at 
Easter by the Lake at Cliff and Pilot Knob 
Road.  
Two slots are available from 3-5 
Four slots are available from 5-7:30 
To sign up, please contact Kathy at 612-
414-5073, kmcomer72@gmail.com or go 
to Sign up Genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0F4AA8AC29AAF49-loaves 

Spring Musical 
Our Children's Music Director has 

been creating another zoom/musical 
experience for our Sunday School and 

Grace Singers. May 16 we will send 
out the link for our Spring Musical,  

"In the Big Inning!"  
 

Step up to the plate with Little Big 
Stuff and swing for the fences of fun 

and faith!  

When the kids gather at the park near 
the church for a Saturday of baseball, 
they are in for a surprising glimpse at 
the Bible’s “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 
11. They’ll meet Moses (“he got his 
start in the bush leagues”), Noah 
(“that guy can really swing the  
lumber!”), Abraham (“with his son 
Isaac at the plate, it looks like the 
Manager is calling for a sacrifice . . . 
“), and many more. With shades of 
the iconic “Casey at the Bat,” it all 
leads to the dynamic finish of “Jesus 
at the Cross,” and the Good News of 
the Gospel is driven home with  
power! 
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive  
A  blood drive will be held at St John’s 
on Tuesday, May 25, 11:00 am to 
5:00 pm. To make an appointment, 
visit www.redcrossblood.org and  
enter sponsor code: SJLC.  Or, sign up 
in  this link: https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?zipSponsor=SJLC  
If you can help on that day, please 
contact Candy in the church office. 

Serving Humbly During Lent 

• Affirm students packed 50 Easter 
Baskets and delivered them to 
community businesses, care  

 facilities, hospitals, schools, police 
 and fire stations. 
• Affirm and Ablaze students made 

25 fleece blankets and delivered 
them to Lewis House. 

• Affirm and Ablaze students  
 donated and packed 
 over 900 diapers and 800 rolls of 
 Toilet Paper to VEAP in  
 Bloomington. 
• St. John’s community donated 

1117 pounds of food to the Open 
Door. 

• Feed My Starving Children: Our St. 
John's groups packed 16,242 
meals and fed 46 kids for a year!   

• The Youth Soup/Pancake Sale 
raised $447.46 for the Open Door. 

• Member Offerings to The Open 
Door from January March 
$1,220.00.  
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2021 Confirmation Class 
Please give thanks and praise to God for these 16 ninth graders who affirmed their baptisms and God's unconditional 
grace on Saturday April 24 and were confirmed into the adult membership of St. John's: 
Dalton Bieber, son of Greg and Lisa Bieber 
Emma Bornfleth, daughter of Kevin and Kristin Bornfleth 
Cadence Engelmann, daughter of Keith Engelmann and Carla Cambronne 
Avery Hanson, son of Patrick and Sonja Hanson 
Ellen McFarlane, daughter of Molly McFarlane 
Nicole McKinney, daughter of Brian and Nancy McKinney 
Grant Meyer, son of Wayne and Kim Meyer 
Carter Michlitsch, son of Shawn and Tara Michlitsch 
Will Pierson, son of Steve and Kim Pierson 
Caden Stehley, son of Eric and Amy Stehley 
Cassidy Stehley, daughter of Eric and Amy Stehley 
Ian Stram, son of Mike and Meng Stram 
Logan Thomas, son of Garth and Mindy Thomas 
Will Weidemann, son of Chad and Nicole Weidemann 
David Wendt, son of Jeremy and Jessica Wendt 
Alyse Williamschen, daughter of Todd and Tina Williamschen  

We currently have 31 campers signed up for VBS!!  I’m so 
excited to bring Rocky Railway VBS to St. John’s this  
summer as an in-person event! We are taking many  
precautions like having most of our stations take place 
outside and following all COVID procedures in place at the 
time of our event.  If you would like to sign up, here are 
the details: go to  www.sjlcl.org and follow the links for 
Vacation Bible School. 
 

You have two options to pick from: 
1. Traditional VBS Monday, June 14-Thursday, June 17 
9AM-12pm 
 Children age 4 (who have completed one year of  
preschool/daycare)-grade 4 are invited 
to attend this option.  (These ages are 
just a guideline.  If you are unsure  
whether to sign your child up, please 
email me or call me) 
 

**NEW** 
2. Family VBS Monday, June 14-
Wednesday, June 16 6:00pm-7:30pm. 
Families will travel through Rocky Rail-
way VBS together 
 

**New** 
VBS is FREE!!  For those families who are able, we are  
suggesting a $10 donation/child.  Donations can be made 
at the same time you are registering just follow the  
donation link. 
 

VBS volunteer info 

 We are still in need of several volunteers to help our 
Rocky Railway VBS be spectacular!!  We are especially 
looking for adult volunteers to lead our different stations.  

If you wish to volunteer, you can sign up to be a volunteer 
at www.sjlcl.org.  Just follow the links for Vacation Bible 
School.   
 Here are the details for volunteering: 
Older children who have completed grade 5 and up are 
invited to sign up to be elementary crew leader assistants.  
 High school youth are invited to sign up as  
Elementary Crew Leaders or as Station Leader  
Assistants. 
 Adults are invited to sign up to lead or co-lead one of 
our stations. 
 Descriptions of all volunteer positions can be found 
when you sign up to volunteer.   

 
VBS Donations 
We are in need of a few donations/or 
items to  
borrow for our VBS program.  These  
include: 
• A canopy/tent we could borrow 
for one of our stations 
• Individually wrapped snacks for each  
participant of VBS (50-80 snacks/day) 

• 4-5 gallons of water for participants who forget a  
 water bottle (church has bottles) 

**Please email me at the address below if 
you’d like to donate so I can keep track of 
those donated or borrowed items. 

 

I’m so looking forward to our Rocky Railway VBS this  
summer!!  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 
to email me at elisa@sjlcl.org or call/text me at  
952-221-4849.  

Elisa Brown St. John’s VBS Director 

St. John’s VBS 2021 
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2021 Compassion Team Scholarship Awards  

God in My Life 

 

 

 

 

God in My Life—Carsen Conover  

          It’s always been easy for me to go to God when 

things aren’t going the greatest, when I or someone I 

love is hurt or grieving it’s easy to go to him, when I’m 

unhappy or asking for something it’s always been easy 

to go to God. Over the past year of what seemed to be 

filled with lows, unrest, and the unknown of the  

pandemic. I had the time to realize and appreciate all 

the things I do have and all the things I did get to expe-

rience. It pushed me to God in not only the bad times 

but thank him for all the good as well.  When I heard 

the news I would have one last dance season I was so 

much more grateful than before because I had taken it 

for granted along with so many other things, like God. I 

was taking God for granted and I wanted to change that. During these times  

physically going to church wasn’t always an option, and a busy lifestyle can easily 

disrupt the pattern of attending. Even though I’m not the most consistent attendee 

I’ve learned that I can turn any setting into sanctuary. My living room, backstage at a 

dance competition, a parking lot and any area I can find solitude. As I continue my 

journey of self and spiritual growth I feel confident starting my next chapter with the 

strongest version of the most important relationship in my life. I know god will  

always be with me to guide and support me.  
 

God in My Life—Sela Garncarz 

Every testimony I've heard always included some sort of heart breaking, traumatic event that shakes you up and forces 

you to surrender all you have to God. I’ve never heard a testimony about an average Christian. A Christian who goes to 

church once a week, prays often but not regularly, knows parts of the bible but hasn’t read the whole thing, and believes 

but doesn’t always put enough effort into the relationship. I think I would consider myself an average Christian. You see 

for many years I believed I couldn’t be that connected to God unless I too had trauma. Now I didn’t want some horrible 

thing to happen to me, but I did envy the relationship those who suffered had with God. So, I got stuck in a mindset that I 

had no control over how strong my relationship with God would be and I would just be stuck in this average Christian 

life. It’s funny now to look back to even when I was starting middle school and laugh about how naive I was. You see in 

the last six years I’ve watched my grandma, grandpa, and three dogs die. Had to deal with the 

pressure I put on myself to be perfect at everything I do. Get told I would never be good at the 

one sport that actually made me happy. Find another sport I enjoy only to be flat out told I had 

no talent. Form self-consciousness after being called fat one too many times. Have  

self-consciousness affect how I view myself as a person. And all that for what? To little   

moments of peace, laughter, and happiness. I’ve come to realize everyone has trauma whether it 

be miniscule or infinite. So yes, I choose to proudly proclaim that I have indeed been broken, 

hopeless, depressed, but I have also been happy, healthy and free. There isn’t one moment I can 

pick out where God spoke to me and steered me in the right direction. He’s been with me for a 

million tiny little moments that have helped me become who I am today. There is no simple  

response to the statement God in my life. It’s a complex mix of everything God gave me to be 

the best disciple I can be. He gave me friends who always support me and help me grow in my 

Carsen Conover 

On Graduation Sunday, 

June 6, the following students 

will receive a scholarship after 

having submitted an essay  

entitled “God in My Life.” 

The scholarships funds are 

provided by the Compassion 

Team and generous contribu-

tions from the March/April 

pink envelopes offerings. 

· Carsen Conover 

· Sela Garncarz 

· Amanda Meyer 

· Emma Stanek 

· Megan Wesolowski 



faith. He gave me a family who cares and loves me very much. He gave me great education, happiness, health, and 

peace. But most importantly he showed me my greater purpose in life. I am not defined by my looks, what others say 

about me, popularity, athletic ability, or intelligence. I am a product of God's love and therefore I am enough the way I 

am. He created me to be fearfully and wonderfully made and that will always be enough. Yes, there are still moments I 

struggle with having confidence and seeing my true inner beauty. But then I remember that my creator handcrafted me 

into what he wanted me to be. The best thing I can do is appreciate what he has given me and lead others to finding the 

same revelation. I have found confidence in who I am through my creator. God is constantly guiding me on his path that 

he has planned for me. Even though I may stray he constantly reminds me of my purpose and who he wants me to be. 

There really is no simple answer to God in my life. All I know is that he will always be there for me when I need him to 

be and I can always count on him to help when I need.  
 

God in My Life—Amanda Meyer 

 After being baptized, I first learned about God’s love at Sunday school 

through songs, projects, and simpler stories. Being in a room full of kids  

singing “Jesus Loves Me” is a feeling I’ll never forget. As I got older and 

started going to Wednesday night church, I developed a deeper relationship 

with God. Talking in small groups about our lives and weaving God’s word 

into it allowed me to think about my relationship with God in a different way. 

We delved deeper into the Bible where I truly started to understand how He 

fits into my life. I know God is always with me, but the times I felt closest to 

Him were on church retreats. Spending an entire weekend with others from 

the church community taught me a lot about how to live the Word of God. 

From service projects to listening to speakers, I learned about the importance 

of a good community. God wants us to work together and be united. Just as He gifts us the many joys of life, helping 

others will only make the world a better place. We need to spread love to everyone no matter who they are or want to 

be. I strive to always project kindness into what I do and listen to others to become a better child of God. 

While this past year has been full of many changes and hard times, God has been with me through it all. With 

the many conversations being had about difficult topics, I have faith many good things will come out of it and God has 

a plan. One where we all become kinder, more empathetic, and understanding. As I move forward into college, I trust 

God to help me through any obstacles thrown my way. Our relationship will keep growing through prayer, and I know 

He will forever be with me to support my next journey as I continue to live out the Word of God. 
 

God in My Life—Emma Stanek 

 I have seen God act in my life in many ways. From mission trips, to faith club at Lakeville North, to Sunday School 

at St. John’s and Wednesday nights at Hosanna, to admiring beautiful sunsets at the cabin. Through all of these  

faith-related activities, I have been able to interact with many types of people who have shared their Christian  

viewpoints with me.  

 I have been going to St. Johns since I was 3 years old. I had my First Communion and was Confirmed here. In  

middle school I led VBS groups at St. Johns. This was a fun and active way to share the love of Christ with youth. I was 

also able to lead a group of kids, ages pre-K to 4th grade, for three out of my four years of high school at St. Johns.  

Getting to see their perspective on Jesus is a special thing. Leading the preschoolers was more about making learning 

about Christ fun. It was awesome to see the kids get more comfortable around me as a leader, and also see their 

knowledge of Christ grow.  

 The summer of 2018 I was able to travel to Houston, Texas with St. Johns for the ELCA Youth Gathering. This is 

definitely one of my favorite mission trips that I have taken. Getting to worship with over 30,000 other youth is  

something that I was lucky enough to experience. I got to speak with youth from all over the United States about my 

love for Jesus. My favorite part about this trip was that we were able to express our Christian faith through singing. We 

got to listen to different singers and speakers, and each of their perspectives taught me something new.  

 The summer of 2019 I went to the Boundary Waters with Pastor Heather. This was an amazing trip in one of the 

most pristine places. I felt extremely close to God there, because I was away from all other distractions from my usual 

life. I got to grow closer with my church friends there while we canoed miles upon miles through the lakes. The closest 

Amanda Meyer 



I felt to God during that trip was when I saw the prettiest sunset ever. It was right 

after a rainstorm and everything got drenched, it was so cool to see God’s light shine 

through in colors of purple and pink.  

 I am a faith club officer at Lakeville North High School. Being a part of the lead-

ership team at a high school faith club has been a great way to combine high school 

and Christ. Getting to interact with other high schoolers who have similar thoughts 

on faith has been a highlight of my high school career. Listening to  

student speakers has helped me through my struggles and has given me insight on 

how to deal with them. It has also helped me realize that I am not alone, and that God 

is always there to help me through.  

 A place where I see God outside of church is at my cabin. My cabin is a very 

special place to me because I feel at peace there. This is one of the few places I feel 

closest to God. Being able to sit on the end of the dock and watch the sunset and 

pray, in God’s beautiful creation, connects me to him.  

 In 9th grade on the last day of hockey tryouts I received a text from a daily bible 

quote app and the quote was from John 13:7 - “You don't understand now what I am 

doing, but someday you will.” That day I got cut from the team. At the time that was 

devastating to me. But looking back on this part of my life, I've realized that hockey wasn't part of God’s plan for me. I 

wasn't confident that He was correct in this decision at first, but now I definitely am. I know God has a plan for me and I 

can’t wait to see where it takes me. But I know wherever I go, my faith will carry me, and I am grateful to the programs 

at St. John’s and how this church has helped shape my love of Christ.  

 

God in My Life—Megan Wesolowski 

When I look back, God’s presence has always been guiding me along this journey that we call life. Whenever I am about 

to fall, stumble, or go a different direction, God is steering me towards the path that will direct me to the next greatest 

adventure. He is someone who has taught me many things about life, where all I have to do is lay down what’s good and 

He will show me what’s greater. As I have grown closer to God in many different ways, He has comforted me with 

knowing that I don’t have to fight anything, all I have to do it face it. No matter what trials I face of any kind, God will 

be standing next to me ready to lead me through His challenge that He is giving me; where He will never abandon me, 

but rather comfort me in the season of change. God’s plan for my life isn’t just to stay in the comfort zone but wants me 

to reach out and explore the greatest gift that He has given, which is right in front of me, all I have to do is open our 

eyes. One experience that I was blessed to go on, was a trip to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, where I spent a week in 

the wilderness with a group of teenagers, trying to learn more about myself and about God. Throughout that trip, each 

day my eyes were open to something so simple, so peaceful. One moment in particular 

was when I woke up at 3 in the morning, where the birds were just starting to sing, the 

sun was not shining yet, and the fog was resting peacefully on top of the water. Every-

one got in their canoes and we paddle to another campsite, but while paddling I truly 

got to see the simplicity that God Himself has graced us with. As the oars softly dipped 

into the water, the sun slowly starts to shine, the fog rolling off the water into the air, 

and the birds telling us good morning, was then I experienced peace. I knew in that mo-

ment that God was right there, watching me see the beauty in His creation and was wit-

nessing me realizing His presence in my life. I became grounded in the fact that, wher-

ever I am, He will be. If it is the sun shining, the rainbow after the storm, the person 

holding the door for me, or the song that someone tells me about; He is here. As I’m 

about to start this next chapter in my life, I know that even when I feel like God has 

left, somewhere He will find me. During that time of uncertainty and feeling lost, all I 

need to do is sit in the silence and wait for the peace to wash over me. All I have to do 

is remember that the sun will still rise, and God’s presence will still appear.  

 

Emma Stanek 

Megan Wesolowski 
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Ministry Finance Report Highlights 
 For the month of March,  
revenue was lower than budgeted. 
Expenses were also lower than  
budgeted. To ensure strong  
stewardship of funds, all Ministry 
Teams and St. John’s staff are  
continuing to manage costs  
throughout 2021.  
 The March shortfall represents a 
timing of payment related to quarterly 
support of the St. Paul Synod.  
Including that support puts actual  
distributions close to budgeted  
distributions for the year to date. For 
much of any year. Typically,  
Benevolence funds are distributed  

later in the year after specific needs 
are identified for organizations that 
are not specifically supported  
annually. This trend is expected to 
continue in 2021. Over the full year, 
Benevolence fund distributions were 
approximately equal to Benevolence 
funds allocated and received from 
specific gifts. 
 Building Fund performance was 
slightly negative in January and  
February, but rebounded significantly 
in March, exceeding the monthly 
mortgage payment and expenses by 
$7,082.  
 The fund balance in the  
Mortgage Account continues to  

provide a 6-month reserve for  
mortgage payments. St. John’s has a 
$102K Certificate of Deposit funded 
with retained land sale proceeds that 
may be used to support mortgage 
principal and interest payments if  
necessary. 
 A more detailed report is  
available on the website, under 
“Finance Ministry Update”, by  
contacting the Church office, or any 
member of the Ministry Finance 
Team.  We thank you for your ongoing 
financial support and encourage you 
to remain faithful in your giving as the 
year continues on and we all  
experience new challenges. 

 Notes from the Finance Office 
 
Pink Envelopes in May & June support 
Loaves & Fishes.  On April 14th, Q1 
2021 contribution statements were 
emailed to all members for  which the 
church has an email address.  If you 
didn’t receive this email, please check 
your spam folder or call the office to 
update your email address.  Going  
forward, all contribution statements 
will be sent out via  email.  Please call 
or email Tyra (tyra@sjlcl.org) if you 
have any questions. 
 

Call Committee Request  
 
The Associate Pastor Call Committee 
has begun meeting under the  
leadership of Jeni Tange with  
members, Diane Henning, Brenna 
Chapman, Matt Beukelman, Kimberly  
Underwood, and Pastor Andy.  We 
thank them all for their service in this 
important way. 
 The Call Committee is requesting 
the congregation place into  
nomination names of pastors they 
wish to have considered for the  
Associate Pastor position.  If you  

 
 
would like to nominate a pastor, 
please email the name and contact 
information to Pastor Andy at pas-
torandy@sjlcl.org.  You may do this by  
Sun., May 2.   
 We pray God's rich blessings on 
this important and joyful process of 
discernment for our congregation and 
look forward to the arrival of our new 
Associate Pastor.  Thank you all for 
your prayers!   
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