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We are here to share and celebrate the saving power of Jesus Christ 
 

KNOWING – GROWING – LOVING – LIVING 

Why Jesus? 
 

Y ou have heard it before. Little 
kids ask the question of “Why?” 
all the time. Right? We used to 
call my youngest son, Jacob, Mr. 
Question. Everything asked of 
him or just out of curiosity was 
with answered with the question, 
“Why?” “Why do I have to go to 
sleep?” or “Why are butterflies so 
beautiful? or “Why did Jesus have 
to die?” He has asked me all 
these why questions before; 
some of which are really hard to 
answer. But like him, when I un-
derstand the “why” of something, 
whether I agree with it or not, 
helps me define, develop, or ap-
preciate my own thoughts and 
beliefs.  
 
Over the last couple of months, I 
have been wrestling with the 
question “Why Jesus?” I love the 
way how Pastor Erwinn McManus 
of Mosaic Church answers the 
question “Why Jesus?” He says, 
“Because Jesus is the why to my 
soul and your soul.” Meaning 
there is no better fit to your soul 
than Jesus. And just like our bod-

ies, our souls crave attention as 
well.  
 
Sunday morning worship is a 
great place to start. As a congre-
gation, we will dive deep into the 
underbelly of God’s story to ad-
dress the question of “Why Je-
sus?” from Epiphany to Transfigu-
ration. Using the Gospel of Mat-
thew to guide our conversations, 
we will learn that Jesus is rela-
tionship, light, blessing, and love; 
that Jesus sees the possibilities in 
us, that he knows your heart, and 
loves us as saint and sinner.  
 
This question of “Why Jesus?” 
has taken hold of my heart and 
the desire that St. John’s people 
be able to answer it for them-
selves. But God has a bigger plan 
for this question. Ten churches 
around the Twin Cities joined to-
gether to create a movement 
within the larger church to ad-
dress “Why Jesus?” We have 
created a blog, a theme that ad-
dresses the question “Why Je-
sus?” for each week, Sunday 
School curriculum, a video series 
and confirmation material, special 
music, a coloring book, and other 

resources for pastors and church 
workers. Check it out at 
www.whyjesusproject.com. We 
have now shared this “Why Je-
sus?” resource on social media 
with around fifty churches partici-
pating in some way nation-wide. 
Here at St. John’s, staff will work 
together to integrate these re-
sources into Sunday School, Af-
firm, Youth Group, and That Baby 
Thing!  
 
My role in all this as your pastor 
and preacher comes down to one 
thing that I deeply believe in as 
an evangelist, and that is “Pastors 
can’t ask their people to share a 
story they don’t know!” Meaning 
we have to spend time in God’s 
story and asking ourselves, “Why 
Jesus?” “Why does Jesus matter 
to me?” It’s only when we can 
answer “why” to ourselves that we 
can share the message with oth-
ers. My guess is that many of you 
are able to do this already, and 
we can go deeper into “Why Je-
sus?” together. It is going to be 
an amazing new year journey.  
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Need a Phone Number of  
a St. John’s Member?  

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 
for contact information. Phone directories 
are also available in the narthex. 

Prayer Requests 

S t. John’s members and any others who 
may be in need of prayer may be placed on St. 
John’s Prayer Chain by calling Diane Hammer 
or emailing to d_hammer@charter.net 
 
Prayer requests may be included in our public 
prayers on Sunday morning by calling the 
church office during the week or by submitting 
the request to Pastor Andy in writing prior to the 
service. 
 

All Prayer Chain request are confidential. 

www.sjlcl.org 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Pastor Heather: pastorheather@sjlcl.org 
 

Tyra Wiemann:  tyra@sjlcl.org 
 

Christie Wright: christie@sjlcl.org 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 

 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Shirley Peterson: shirley@sjlcl.org 
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W e transition from the Year of the Neighbor 
to the Year of Discipleship.  Discipleship is following 
Jesus earnestly as students of the Master.  These six 
"marks of discipleship" have been part of the Chris-
tian Church's teaching since the early years of the 
Church after Jesus' resurrection and ascension in the 
First Century AD.  These "marks" will help us focus 
on our own discipleship growth in the coming year.  
 
Jan/Feb/Epiphany - “Why Jesus?” - Mark of Disciple-
ship: Read Scripture Daily 
● Epiphany focuses on the revealing of Jesus as 

Messiah to the world 
● “Why Jesus?” answers this question 
● We receive revelation through the reading of 

Scripture and the illuminating of our minds and 
lives, then follow in faith and as the Church 

 
Mar/Apr/Lent/Easter - “How, Jesus?” - Mark of Disci-
pleship: Servanthood 
● “How, Jesus?” focuses on us asking, “How do we 

live as you lived, Jesus?  How do we sacrifice 
ourselves, take up your/our cross, and follow you 
into self-giving love, humility, serving others as 
servants of the Servant?” 

● Lent focuses on concrete examples of both being 
a servant and being served by others, through 
specific lens of hunger and hunger relief 

 
May/June/Confirmation - Mark of Discipleship: Wor-
ship Weekly 
● With Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism, call 

goes out to Affirmands urging them to stay active 
in their faith, which most clearly is seen in partici-
pating in worship with the worshiping community/

family of faith 
 
July/Aug - Mark of Discipleship: Pray Daily 
● Summer is a time for refreshment, renewal, vaca-

tions, a different pace, etc.  Daily prayer is the 
most accessible way to stay connected to Christ 
and to be renewed daily in God’s presence, no 
matter where we are   

 
Sep/Oct/Stewardship emphasis - Mark of Disciple-
ship: Give Generously  
● We step back into regular routines and give it our 

all again, including at church, both as givers of 
time and generosity, as well as receivers of oth-
ers’ generous sharing 

● Focus will be on creating an intentional culture of 
generosity, in every way, at St. John’s, as it multi-
plies ministry, joy, and love, which starts with in-
dividuals moving into personal modes of greater 
and greater generosity, giving, and sharing  

 
Nov/Dec/All Saints/Holidays -  Mark of Discipleship: 
Fellowship/Hospitality 
● What better time of year to celebrate the action of 

fellowship but when we celebrate the 
“communion/fellowship of saints” and the promise 
of holidays among church family and our own 
families and friends 

● What better time to recall that a cold world did not 
even welcome the Christ child, but people of faith 
are compelled and blessed to welcome not only 
the Christ child but all people 

St. John's Church 2019:  The Year of Discipleship 

Mark of Discipleship: Read Bible Daily Readings for January 

December 30, 2018 
Matthew 1:1-17 
Monday, Genesis 25:1-34, Abraham’s Descendants 
Tuesday, Psalm 132:1-18, David’s Heir 
Wednesday, Isaiah 11:1-9, The Branch from Jesse 
Thursday, Ruth 4:13-22, Ruth Enters the Davidic Line 
Friday, Genesis 21:1-7, Birth of Isaac 
Saturday, Genesis 38:24-30, Tamar Births Perez and 
Zerah 
  
January 6, 2019 
Matthew 2:1-23 
Monday, Psalm 96:10-13, Psalm 
Tuesday, Psalm 11:1-3, Psalm 
Wednesday, Exodus 1:8-22, Israelites are Oppressed 
Thursday, Exodus 2:1-11, Birth of Moses 
Friday, Exodus 12:29-32, Death of the Firstborn 

Saturday, Hosea 11:1-12, A Promise Out of Egypt 
  
January 13, 2019 
Matthew 3:1-17 
Monday, Psalm 2:7-8, Psalm 
Tuesday, Judges 13:1-7, The Birth of Samson 
Wednesday, Isaiah 11:1-9, God’s Peaceful Kingdom 
Thursday, Zechariah 3:1-10, Joshua and Satan 
Friday, Numbers 31:21-24, Cleansing by Fire 
Saturday, Isaiah 40:1-11, A Voice in the Wilderness 
  
January 20, 2019 
Matthew 4:1-17 
Monday, Psalm 91:9-12, Psalm 
Tuesday, Genesis 1:26-27, Creation of Humanity 
Wednesday, Genesis 3:1-7, Temptation in the Gar-

(Continued on page 11) 
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A re you a parent of a baby, 
toddler, or 3 year old? If the an-
swer is “yes” then Children’s Min-
istries at St. John’s has a new 
group – entitled That Baby Thing! 
- for you and your little ones age 
newborn to 3 years old. From 
Christmas to Easter, once a 
month, there are special events. 
Together, we sing, have a puppet 
show, and learn about God’s 
story! Check out below for That 
Baby Thing’s next Sunday gather-
ing and what we will be learning: 
 
● January 13 - Water, and 

word, and babies! Oh My! 
● February 10 – Teach me to 

pray, Jesus. 
● March 3 – Love me, Jesus, 

Fat Sunday Party! 
● April 14 – Palm Sunday Egg 

Hunt. 
 
Please RSVP to Pastor Heather 
at pastorheather@sjlcl.org or 
952-469-4916 so that Children’s 
Ministries can best prepare for 
you and your child. Any ques-
tions? Just ask! 

A ffirm or Confirmation Ministry 
reboots on Wednesday, January 
9 at 6pm and 7 pm. Winter ses-
sion will continue to explore the 
question of “Who is Jesus?” We 
will look at Jesus as God’s Son, 
as teacher, as storyteller, and as 
a miracle worker before we enter 
the season of Lent.  
 
Service is a big part of the confir-

mation ministry. This spring, Af-
firm students are invited to partici-
pate in an Urban Immersion 
Events. To keep costs down, we 
are doing things a little different 
and please note dates have 
changed. So here is what we are 
offering: 1 overnight experience 
that includes one meal service 
(either breakfast or dinner) at 
Simpson Shelter in Minneapolis, 
one church to sleep and worship, 
and one fun thing together.  
 
How to register: 
1. Choose ONE of the options 
below: 
Option 1: Leave Saturday, Febru-
ary 2 at 3 pm and return Sunday, 
February 3 at 12 noon. (For 9-12 
grades only) 
Dinner meal service and staying 
the night at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church. Pastor Heather will be 
leading this weekend. 15 youth 
spaces available and two parent 
chaperone needed. 
 
Option 2: Leave Saturday, Feb-
ruary 23 at 3 pm and return Sun-
day, February 24 at 12 noon. (For 
7-9 grade only) 
Breakfast meal service and stay-
ing the night at Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd. Pastor 
Andy will be leading this week-
end. 12 youth spaces available 
and two parent chaperone 
needed. 
 
Option 3: Leave Saturday, March 
9 at 3 pm and return Sunday, 
March 10 at 12 noon. (For 7-9 
grade only) 
Breakfast meal service and stay-
ing at Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd. Pastor Heather 
will be leading this weekend. 12 
youth spaces available and two 

parent chaperone needed. 
 
Option 4: Leave Saturday, March 
16 at 3 pm and return Sunday, 
March 17 at 12 noon. (For 7-9 
grade only) 
Breakfast meal service and stay-
ing at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church. Pastor Andy will be lead-
ing this weekend. 12 youth 
spaces available and two parent 
chaperone needed. 
 
Option 5: Leave Saturday, March 
30 at 3 pm and return Sunday, 
March 31 at 12 noon. (For 7-9 
grade only) 
Dinner meal service and staying 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
Someone will be leading this 
weekend. 15 youth spaces avail-
able and two parent chaperone 
needed. 
 
2. RSVP to Pastor Heather at 
pastorheather@sjlcl.org with your 
option, child's name, and grade. 
3. Cost: $25. Please pay by check 
or cash.  
4. Reservation is complete upon 
payment. Space is limited. It is a 
first come, first serve model.   
 
What to expect: We will pur-
chase food, prepare, serve, and 
clean up one meal service at 
Simpson, sleep at an inner city 
church and worship with them on 
Sunday, do one fun thing - go out 
to dinner or breakfast, play games 
and have evening devotions. 
 
Please contact Pastor Heather 
with questions or if you are able 
to chaperone the event at pastor-
heather@sjlcl.org and RSVP by 
Sunday, January 6. 

S t John’s has a beautiful tradi-
tion for fifth graders and their 
families for first communion. The 
first step includes making com-
munion cups. Along with cup 
making leaders Phil & Rollie 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

Children, Youth, & Family 

That Baby Thing! 

Affirm 

Fifth Grade First  
Communion 
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Brandt, parents and their 5th 
grader attend this event on two 
different days. Below are the firm 
dates: 
Cup Making 
Tuesday, January 15 from 6-
7:30 pm – to create the cups 
Monday, January 28 from 6-
7:30 pm – to glaze the cups 
(Note: date change) 
(Note: if you need to come a little 
early, that is fine. If you cannot be 
there one of these days, please 
let Pastor Heather know; there 
are ways that we can either pre-
pare or finish for you.) 
 
Holy Communion Training 
Parents along with their fifth 
grader will bake communion 
bread, learn the “why” of Holy 
Communion, and practice the 
logistics at either training event. 
Pizza and drinks will be served.  
Families choose one of the op-
tions to attend together: 
 
Friday, April 5 
with First Communion on Sun-
day, April 7 at either service 
OR 
Sunday, April 14 from 12 pm to 
2:30 with First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday at 6 pm  
 
Please RSVP to Pastor Heather 
at pastorheather@sjlcl.org for all 
events including Cup Making and 
Holy Communion Training so that 
she can best prepare for you and 
your family. Any questions? Just 
ask! 

V acation Bible School  
Is it summer yet?  Even though 
it’s still cold outside, planning is 
already underway for St. John’s 
fabulous 2019 VBS week! 
 
June 11-14, 9-12 noon  
Preschool – 4th Grade 
$25 per child 
$60 family maximum (3 or more 
kids) 

NEW for Summer 2019 - After-
noon Summer Service Camp 
June 11-13, 12-3 pm  
Completed Kindergarten – 8th 
grade 
$50 per child 
Any questions? Just ask Elisa 
Brown at elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

B oundary Waters Mission 
Trip Wilderness Canoe Base 
Wilderness Canoe Base is a Lu-
theran camp at the end of the 
Gun Flint Trail in northern Minne-
sota. They offer an onsite service 
experience along with adventure 
camping: three days are spent in 
camp with service opportunities 
(bushwhack trails, clean up 
shoreline, or mend fences) and 
the other three days are spent on 
trail, canoeing and camping in the 
boundary waters. This trip is for 
youth who will have completed 9th 
grade thru 12th grade – they will 
join Pastor Heather and Brooks 
Lillehei on this canoeing adven-
ture. Mission Info Meeting is 
Wednesday, January 9 at 6 pm 
or 7 pm in the youth room. We 
will discuss logistics, fundraising 
efforts to reduce the cost to half, 
and answer any questions. De-
pending on the size of the group, 
another adult volunteer may be 
needed. ($50 deposit needed by 
Wednesday, January 16 to hold 
place.) 
June 23-28 
Completed 9th – 12th grade 
$450 
Any questions? Just ask Pastor 
H e a t h e r  a t  p a s t o r h e a -
ther@sjlcl.org 
 

F amily Camp at Green Lake 
Bible Camp 
Join Pastor Heather at Green 
Lake Bible Camp in Wilmer, MN 
for a week of family camp. Morn-
ings are spent in Bible study 
(adults with pastor and kids with 
counselors) and afternoons are 
all about camp activities: swim-
ming, crafting, and lounging. 
Don’t forget evening campfires!  
July 21-26  
$240 per adult, $120 per child, 

$720 family maximum (infants 
and preschoolers, free) 
For more information and to regis-
ter, check out the Green Lake 
Website: www.gllm.org 
Any questions? Just ask Pastor 
H e a t h e r  a t  p a s t o r h e a -
ther@sjlcl.org 
 

S ugar Creek Bible Camp 
Bible Camp is a beloved program 
for St John’s students. Save 
these dates and registration will 
open up soon for Sugar Creek: 
July 7-12 & July 14-19, all ages 
August 4-9, high school students 
with riverboaters 
For more information and to regis-
ter, check out Sugar Creek’s web-
site: sugarcreekbiblecamp.org 
 

E lementary Campfires (3rd-
6th Grade)    
June 11, 18, 25 & July 9, 16, 23, 
6-7 pm    
   

Y outh Summer Service and 
Campfires (7th-12th Grade) 
Wednesdays from 2-7 pm, youth 
come together to share in service 
(for church, local community and 
in the cities) followed by hot dog 
dinners and s’mores around the 
campfire. Price includes supplies, 
transportation, and one ticket to 
Valley Fair (July 31). 
June 12, 19, 26 & July 10, 17, 24 
(Valley Fair - July 31). 
2-7 pm 
$130 

 

A s we figure out the next steps 
in high school ministry (9th-12th 
grades), there are several new 
opportunities to come and dine in 
fellowship with one another, do a 
little service, and give some 
thanks to God for one another! 
Please save the dates for these 
i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s : 
 
Wednesday, January 9 at 6 pm or 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Summer Save the 
Dates 

High School Ministry  
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7 pm  – Mission Trip Meeting to 
the Boundary Waters (Check out 
the summer save the dates for 
more info on this trip!)  
Sunday, January 13 at 12 noon to 
1 pm – Youth Group lunch with 
Pastor Heather 
Saturday, February 9 at – South 
Metro Meal Pack for Feed My 
Starving Children 
Sunday, February 10 at 12 noon 
to 1 pm – Youth Group lunch with 
Pastor Heather 
Sunday, March 3 – FAT SUNDAY 
– 10 am - pancakes and bingo 

with Pastor Heather 
 

R eserve your spot for Urban 
Immersion! This winter, high 
school students are invited to par-
ticipate in an Urban Immersion 
Event. To keep costs down, we 
are offering: 1 overnight experi-
ence that includes one meal ser-
vice (either breakfast or dinner) at 
Simpson Shelter in Minneapolis, 
one church to sleep and worship, 
and one fun thing together.  
 
 

Leave Saturday, February 2 at 3 
pm and return Sunday, Febru-
ary 3 at 12 noon. Dinner meal 
service and staying the night at 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church. 
Pastor Heather will be leading this 
weekend. 15 youth spaces avail-
able and two parent chaperone 
needed.  
Please RSVP to Pastor Heather 
at pastorheather@sjlcl.org by 
January 6. Any questions? Just 
ask! 

(Continued from page 5) 

We Have an App for That 
 

S t. John's now has its own 
App!  That's right, there's an 
app for everything, including 
our church.  We'd like to en-
courage you to download it 
and start using it.  It is com-
patible both with Apple and 
Android phones and mobile 
devices.  Go to the link below 
and look for the calendar of 
events, use the prayer wall, 
read a blog post, and even 
give your offering electroni-
cally 
 
 
 
https://tithely.app.link/st-johns-lutheran-church-of-
lakeville-mn 

 
St. John’s Annual Meeting 

 

T he Annual Meeting of the St. John's Lu-
theran Church congregation will be held on Sun-
day, January 27, at 12 pm in the sanctuary. 
 
All members in the congregation who have 
achieved confirmation are adult members of the 
congregation and are voting members.  We urge 
all of you to attend, as we know you are con-
cerned about the faithful ministry of the church. 
The agenda will include discussion of and voting 
on the ministry plan and budget for the congre-
gation for 2019, election of church council mem-
bers, and other topics. 

Look How we Loved and Lived Recently... 

 $1,091.50 free-will offerings 
from the Christmas Cantata 
performances went to the 
Armful of Love program. 

 Hats, mittens, and scarves 
from the mitten fence went to 
360 Communities. 

 381 winter items, including 
coats, boots, blankets, and 
100 winter weather kits, as-
sembled by our Affirm stu-
dents, were donated to Inner 
City Church of Minneapolis, 
facilitated by St. John’s Kami 
Wood 

 Together we raised $381 for 
our partnership in Tanzania 
on noisy offering Sunday. 

 Over 70 pies were taken to 
the Marie Sandvik Center 
after the Ecumenical service 
at Cross of Christ. The offer-
ings totaled $791 which was 
given to 360 Communities 
and the Open Door Pantry. 

 Our Thanksgiving pancake 
breakfast raised $608 for the 
dispensary/clinic in Muhanga, 
Tanzania. Thank you to Judy 
Borchardt and the Hospitality 

Team for spearheading the 
delicious and impressive 
breakfast.  We can't wait for 
the next one! 

 28 units of blood were col-
lected during our November 
26 Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 $500 was given to Open 
Hands Midway by the 
Women’s Ministry of St. 
John’s. 

 340 pounds of food was given 
to The Open Door in Novem-
ber and December. 
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N ovember continues to show 
strong ministry at St. John’s Lake-
ville. Year to date revenue is 1% 
above 2017 offerings but remains 
about 4.13% below budgeted 
2018 revenue. Expenses remain 
contained, although expenses 
have increased now that we are 
up to full staffing and the program 
year is operating on all cylinders.  
 
November 2018 General Fund 
contributions and program income 
of $44,200 lagged ministry ex-
penses of $51,100, for a net defi-
cit of $6,800. Operations for the 
first 11 months of 2018 has re-
sulted in General Fund contribu-
tions and program income of 
$505,200 and expenses of 
$496,200 for a year to date cash 
balance improvement of $9,000 
at November 30 compared to 
January 1, 2018.   
 
While gifts and contributions con-
tinue to lag projected giving, the 
shortfall has eased compared to 
prior months. For the January – 

November period, General Fund 
contributions and gifts are ap-
proximately $25,000 lower than 
budgeted. This gap has not 
proven to be a problem, since for 
the same period, General Fund 
expenses are approximately 
$56,000 lower than budgeted. 
The combination of revenue 
shortfall, offset by lower than 
budgeted expense, results in an 
overall surplus for the January to 
November period of just under 
$9,000 compared to budgeted 
shortfall of $21,600 for the Janu-
ary to November period. 
 
Contributions to the Building Fund 
through November continue to 
track in line with budgeted levels. 
For November, Mortgage fund 
contributions exceeded the 
monthly Mortgage expenses by 
$1,300. For January through No-
vember 2018, Mortgage Fund 
contributions exceed year-to-date 
Building Fund expenses by nearly 
$13,300. Should the congregation 
council choose, the performance 
of the Mortgage fund allows for a 

prepayment of approximately 
$10,000 principal. This helps re-
duce future interest costs even 
further and stretches your giving 
to the Building Fund. We thank 
everyone for their ongoing faithful 
support in this area. 
 
The members of the Ministry Fi-
nance Team are always available 
and willing to answer any financial 
related questions or provide infor-
mation about the financial opera-
tions of St. John’s. Contact the 
Church office to be put in touch 
with a Ministry Finance Team 
member or if you see Barry Fick, 
Mark Gelle, Carla Haugen, Mike 
Sobota Lisa Drogemuller, Andy 
Schultz, Ron Robinson or Brad 
Paulson in Church, don’t hesitate 
to talk with them for additional 
information. We thank you for 
your ongoing financial support 
and encourage you to remain 
faithful in your giving as the year 
unfolds. 

Crafter Thursday 
 

A ll are welcome to join us for a morning of fellow-
ship on the 1st and 4th Thursdays of the month be-
ginning again on: 
 
January 3 for paper crafts of all sorts. Bring your own 
project to show and work on, or help make greeting 
cards for the church's card ministries. 
 
January 24 for needlework of all sorts.  We gather in 
the narthex sitting area for individual stitching. 
 

St. John’s Quilters 

S t. John's Quilters also meet on the 2nd and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month and are always looking for 
helping hands. 
 
We start at 9 a.m. Come when you can; stay as long 
as you want and leave when you must. 

Update from the Ministry Finance Team 

 

Special Giving Opportunities 
For January and February 

Youth Ministry 
 

T his January and February, donations from the 
St. John’s pink offering envelopes will go towards St. 
John’s Youth Ministry to subsidize youth events. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward this 
worth while cause, please use 
your January/February offering 
envelopes, or a pew envelope 
marked January/February special 
offering. Place in the offering 
plate, drop off or mail into the 
church office. You may also do-
nate online, look for “online giving” 
in the upper-right of St. John’s 
homepage www.sjlcl.org 
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St. John’s Family 
 
Baptisms:  
11/25/18 Alexandria Colbie Felder 
11/25/18 Charlotte Jeanine Felder 
12/9/18  Levi James Akervik 
12/9/18  Weston Larry Whiting 
 
Funerals: 
12/19/18 Muriel Irene Falk 

 

Holiday Office 
Hours 

 

 Monday, January 1 the    
 office will be closed. 
 
 Monday, January 21, 
  the office will be closed 
  in honor of Martin  
  Luther King Day.  

 
Happy New Year and  

Blessings to all! 

Letter of Thanks 
 
Dear St. John’s,  
Thank you for your generosity in providing a space for 
my piano recital. St. John’s is a perfect venue. We 
appreciate your willingness to let us use it! 
                                 Laura Pettis and students 
 
St. John’s,  
The Apple Valley Music Teacher’s Group greatly ap-
preciate the use of your beautiful facility for our stu-
dents! Thanks again!! 
                                          Sarah Twedt 
 
St. John’s,  
We appreciate your service and generosity, you are a 
blessing to our community! 
                                   Classical Conversations 
 
Dear Friends,  
As the crisis of world hunger grow your steadfast gifts 
will produce critical meals that will reach the harshest 
regions. Thank you for walking with FMS to feed all of 
God’s children. 
                                   Lisa, Feed My Starving Children 
 
Dear St. John’s, 
Lakeville Yellow Ribbon would like to thank you for 
your generous donation of the two quilts that St. 
John’s made and that you donated for the Veterans 
dinner that we held on November 9.  
          Best regards, Lakeville Yellow Ribbon program 
 
Dear Friends, 
Many thanks for your recent donation of food. Your 
contributions are an important part of our mission, 
providing not only food but hope to those we serve. 
We are truly grateful for your ongoing support. 
                             Sincerely, Jan B. for the Open Door 

All Are Welcome! 
Invite a friend to join! 

 

I f you have been thinking of joining St. John’s, or 
know of someone looking for a church home, now is 
a wonderful time to join. 2019 promises to be a great 
year for St. John’s with our theme “Year of Disciple-
ship,” new programs, and activities to explore. 
 
New member orientation dates will be held February 
17 and 24 from 9:40 to 10:30 at church. If you are 
interested go to www.sjlcl.org/member-information to 
fill out a new member information form. New Member 
Sunday is February 24 at either service. 

Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship 
 

s ign-ups for altar flowers and bulletin sponsorship  
can be found by the bulletin board above the chil-
dren’s coat rack in the narthex. Sign up continues to 
be available online at www.sjlcl.org in the footer sec-
tion of any page under “Give” follow the “2019 Bulle-
tin/Flower Sponsorship” tab. You may also call the 
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St. John’s Grief Support Ministry  

“I lift my eyes to the Mountains..” 
  Psalm 121:1 

G rieving the death of some-
one you love is overwhelming 
enough. But actually understand-
ing your grief? Now that’s asking 
too much! 
 
Surprisingly, you can understand 
your grief, and be better off for it. 
Here’s a simple look at the basics 
of your journey of grief. 
 
 Grief has changed your life 

completely. You cannot go 
back to being who you were, 
but you can learn to live fully 
as who you are now. 

 Grief is a natural, normal, and 
necessary response to loss. It 
is your way of adjusting, 
physically, spiritually, emo-
tionally, psychologically, and 
socially. 

 You may feel tired, unable to 
sleep, or want to sleep most 
of the time. 

 You may feel hungry or you 
may not want to eat at all. 

 You might feel worried and 
excited at the same time. 
Maybe your heart is racing 
and you can’t catch your 
breath. 

 Do you feel empty and hollow 
inside? You might have trou-
ble concentrating and remem-
bering things. 

 It’s normal to feel deep emo-
tions when you are grieving 
the death of someone you 
love. Sadness, anger, fear, 
and guilt are common; don’t 
let them scare you, even if 
you experience several differ-
ent emotions at the same 
time. 

 Are you confused by the swirl 
of emotions you’re experienc-
ing? It’s okay. It will help you 
to talk with someone you trust 
about your feelings, or to 
write them down in a note-
book. 

 Although many people will 
expect you to “get over” your 
grief in a few weeks, you may 
want to be patient with your-
self. You will never get over 
your loss, but you will get 
through it. Give yourself 
plenty of time to experience 
all the emotions associated 
with the loss. 

 Don’t be surprised or discour-
aged when grief shows up out 
of the blue. Just when you 

think you might be “over it,” 
you find yourself crying at the 
grocery store or in line at the 
bank. It’s normal and it’s 
okay. 

 You’re different now. This is a 
good time to establish new 
daily patterns that help you 
solidify your new identity. Re-
arrange the furniture to make 
a space for just you. Set a 
new time for daily walks. 
Write a journal every day. 

 Remember that even though 
your loved one has died, the 
love you share has not. Share 
conversations with your loved 
one in your heart. Tell lots of 
stories about him or her. 
Keep scrapbooks or photos 
out so others can remember 
as well. 

 Reach out to the help avail-
able to you. A listing of sup-
port groups in the southern 
suburbs is available through 
St. John’s Grief Companion 
Program. Also available are 
printed materials about grief. 
Call the church office 952-
469-4916 to obtain them. 

 

Excerpted from New Leaf Magazine, 
Vol. 7 Issue 2, Susan M. Smith, editor 

Understanding Your Grief: Am I  
Supposed to Feel Like this? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e will be serving dinner for 
Loaves and Fishes at Easter Lu-
theran (by the Lake) at Cliff and 
Pilot Knob on Thursday, January 
17. Volunteers are needed to pre-
pare the food from 4-5 p.m. and 
serve the food from 5:15-7:15 
p.m. Please sign up on the bulle-
tin board above the children’s 
coat rack.  
 

If you would like to make a mone-
tary donations toward this effort, 
please place your donation in an 
envelope marked “Loaves and 
Fishes” and place it in the offering 
plate or bring it to the church of-
fice.   
 

Any questions, contact Kathy at 
● 612-414-5073 or 
● kmcomer72@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you for your help with this 
serving opportunity.  

Serving Others—Thursday, January 17 
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Muhanga Travelers 
 

A  trip to Muhanga is being planned for July or 
August of 2020. No exact date has been set, but 
time to start putting some money away if you’re in-
terested in going. For those who went in 2014 and 
2017 this is a life changing experience. You have a 
chance to meet the people of Muhanga and learn 
about their everyday life as well as learn about the 
country of Tanzania. An information meeting will be 
held Tuesday February 5 at 7 p.m. 

 trip to Muhanga is being planned for July 
or August of 2020. An exact date has not been 
set, as yet, but it is time to start putting some 
money aside if you are interested in going. For 
those who went in 2014, it was a life changing 
experience. It is an opportunity to spend time 
with the people in Muhanga, as well as, learn-

Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored 
Students in Tanzania 

Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 
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Deacons on Duty 
1/6 Fuerniss, —/—, — 
1/13 Iverson, Iverson/— 
1/20 —/Risdal 
1/27 Nielsen, Underwood/
 Risdal, — 
 
Communion Servers 
1/6 8:30: Ziller, Gustafson, 
 Nelson, Hartwig, Hartwig 
 10:45: —/— 
1/20 —/Wigley, Wigley, 
 Coldren 
 
Greeters 
1/6 Nelson/Wolfgram 
1/13 Enggren/Moe 
1/20 —/— 
1/27 Gustafson/— 
 
Pew Preparation 
Week one: Hartwig 
Week two:  Hartwig 
Week three: Hartwig 
Week four: Hartwig 
Week five: Hartwig 
 
Readers 
1/6 Ziller/Metty 
1/13 Pierson/Wood 
1/20 Brown/— 
1/27 —/Meyer 

 

 

Worship Set-up 
1/6 Kranig, Wolf, Haukoos 
1/13 Haukoos 
1/20 Barth, Johnson, Spitzner 
1/27 Lehmann 
 
Usher Teams 
1/6 Knutson/Major 
1/13 Pasvogel/Schultz 
1/20 Knauff/Paulson 
1/27 Hammer/Wright 
 
Sound Technicians 
1/6 Barth/R. Wright 
1/13 Aakre/Casperson 
1/20 Anderson/Garlock 
1/27 B. Wright/Nelson 
 
Crucifer 
1/6 — 
1/13 — 
1/20 — 
1/27 —/Maust 
 
Acolyte 
1/6 Bieber/— 
1/13 McGrath/Bornfleth 
1/20 Stram/— 
1/27 Pierson/Meyer 
 
Affirm Ushers 
1/6 Trettin 
1/13 Underwood/— 
1/20 Hansen/— 
1/27 Underwood/Meyer 
 
 

Affirm Greeters 
1/6 —/Vial 
1/13 —/Vial 
1/20 Vaith/Vial 
1/27 Vaith/— 
 

Ablaze Communion Prep 
1/6 — 
1/20 —/Maust 
 

Assisting Ministers 
1/6 Vaith/— 
1/13 Underwood/— 
1/20 — 
1/27 Bieber/— 
 

Coffee Teams 
Captain: Alice Anton 
Members: Bright, Larson, 
Knutson, Enggren 

 

Those Aiding our Worship 
 

Thank You! 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 and  

10:45 a.m.  
 

Affirm and Ablaze students, sign up for service opportunities 
each Wednesday night while in class. 

No Experience needed! Those aiding our worship for reading, greeting, and serving commun-

ion can be found online at https://www.sjlcl.org/signup. Sign-up is done using Sign UpGenuis, it’s 
simple and quick. If you find you have trouble call the church office at 952-469-4916, give the dates you want to 
serve and we’ll do the rest. A reminder will be sent 5 days before the date you are to serve via Sign UpGenuis. 
Readings will be mailed out the week before from the church office. 
 

Don’t worry if you have never read, greeted, or served communion, give it a try— 
what a great way to start the new year!  

den of Eden 
Thursday, Deuteronomy 8:1-10, A Warn-
ing from God 
Friday, Matthew 4:18-22, Jesus Calls the 
First Disciples 
Saturday, Matthew 4:23-25, Jesus Minis-
ters to Crowds of People 
 
January 27, 2019 
Matthew 5:1-20 
Monday, Psalm 1:1-3, Psalm 
Tuesday, Matthew 5:21-26, Concerning 
Anger 
Wednesday, Matthew 5:27-32, Concerning 
Adultery and Divorce 
Thursday, Matthew 5:33-42, Concerning 
Oaths and Retaliation 
Friday, Matthew 5:43-48, Love for Ene-
mies 
Saturday, Matthew 6:1-6, Concerning 
Almsgiving 

(Continued from page 3) 

Sign up 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Pastor: Heather Roth Johnson 
Financial Analyst: Tyra Wiemann 
Interim Youth Director: Christie 
  Wright 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Children's Ministry Director:   
 Nicole Major 
Children’s Ministry assistant: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery: Katlyn Major, Sydnee 
 Wright 
Facility Care: Butch Oswald 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (2nd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-12th) & 
Firelight Singers (Pre-K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
Organist: Shirley Peterson 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Barry Fick 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Compassion 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

OAsis 
 Kimberly Underwood 
 Dennis & Darcy Iverson 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Linda Nielsen 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Christie Wright 
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