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Dear St. John's members and friends, 
 
I chose the above verse this month for intentional 
reasons.  Eugene Peterson's The Message  
translation of the Bible beautifully captures Christ's 
way for us.  He is our shepherd, the long-prophesied 
shepherd, hugging us with love for our safety and 
comfort. 
 
All of us have thought it and many have asked, 
"When will we be able to come back into 
church?"  Like you, I can't wait.  However, as I write 
this on Dec. 30, we have just set another record  
yesterday for number of 
deaths in America due 
to COVID-19.  Even so, 
our national experts are 
saying our most chal-
lenging days in this 
pandemic are yet still 
ahead.   
 
For all of our sakes and 
for the sake of the min-
istry of our beloved 
church, as well as our 
community, we are tak-
ing this as seriously as 
we can.  Please don't buy into any conspiracy theo-
ries that are out there, folks.  All of them have been 
debunked by now.  This pandemic is real and 
its effects are far-reaching and dangerous.  At this 
writing, some 340,000 Americans have died of 
COVID just in the last ten months.  This is 50,000 
more than the number of American soldiers who died 
in WWII over four years.  It is 27 times more than the 
12,469 who died of the H1N1 virus in 2009-2010.  
 
What we are sensing is that our care for one another 
by continuing to carry out our ministry in non-in-
person ways is part of Christ's gentle shepherding 
and embracing of us.  We have strong faith that God 
is moving in our church to continue 
 

 
 
to lead us heartily as a shepherd and to care for us, 
nourishing us with Him in his flock all along.  We 
hope and pray you are holding the same perspec-
tive.  We love you, friends.  We want the best for 
you.  We want you to be healthy, strong, and vi-
brant.  We are grateful for the ways you've adapted 
to this time and continued to "be the church" and join 
together in participating and carrying out our minis-
try.  Frankly, I am just plain old proud of our church 
for the ways we've embraced our calling at this time 
to be God's church here at St. John's in all the 

ways we can.  Right 
now, my perspective is 
that we will do what we 
can do togeth-
er because we can.  I 
am focused on the 
"cans," not the 
"can'ts."  I hope and 
believe you are also. 
 
Everyone, as we go 
into this new year with 
hope and expectation, 
we go into it together 
and with great faith.  

We join our faith in the living God together now so it 
can be strong, big, vibrant, and hope-filled.  This is 
the beauty of being the church:  we trust God is 
blessing us as proclaimers of His gospel in more 
ways than we can imagine.  Thank you for sharing in 
this faith with me. 
 
Blessings to all of you as a new year - AND a new 
decade (decades always begin on the "1" year of the 
decade, I am told) - begins.   
 
With love and faith, 
Pastor Andy 

"Like a shepherd, he will care for his flock, gathering the lambs in his arms, hugging 
them as he carries them...." - Isaiah 40:11, from The Message translation 



Sunday School Pre-k-4th grade 

Sunday School will begin again in a 
new format starting on Sunday, 
January 3! We will do “Sunday 
School in a bag” with a video that 
will be sent out on Friday to fami-
lies.  Please pick-up Sunday School 
brown grocery bags at the front of 
the church. (one per student.) 
Please check out the January Cal-
endar on our website at https://
www.sjlcl.org/children. 

In Advent we did a food drive, gro-
cery bag drive and made “care kits” 
to support our community service 
organizations and neighbors in 
need.  

Thanks to all who participated in a 
“Super Christmas Pageant Zoomi-
cal! Lots of fun and spreading the 
joy and hope of Jesus, the true su-
perhero of us all! 

 
 
 
 

Last call for Summer Camp! 
3rd grade-8th grade 
Aug 1-5 2021 
Luther Crest Bible Camp, Alexandria 
MN has some creative and fun op-
portunities this summer.  They 
worked hard to make summer camp 
possible, including half of the capaci-
ty of campers and COVID safety pre-
cautions in place.   Numbers are ex-
tremely limited so please contact 
Amanda by January 6th if you are 
interested.  Campers will have many 
opportunities to participate in fund-
raising and early bird discounts.  

 

 

Affirm! Confirmation ministry, 6th-
9th grade 

Affirm will resume Jan. 6 using an 
online format, hosted by their small 
group leaders. Links will be sent out 
to families by their leaders. Pastor 
Andy will be leading the second half 
of the Affirm year and Amanda Boe 
will be assisting with communica-
tions.   

Children, Youth and Family 

The topics for January: 
Jan. 6:    "Maturing in our faith" 
Jan. 13:   "Community-minded  
   more than Individual- 
   minded" 
Jan. 20:   "Exploring Capital   
   Punishment" 
Jan. 27:   "Thoughts on Heaven" 

Ablaze!  Pre-confirmation ministry, 
5th grade 

Ablaze will resume Jan. 6th on zoom, 
we will begin reading the New Testa-
ment!  Thanks to our Ablaze stu-
dents who participated in the read-
ings for 
our 
Christmas 
Eve wor-
ship vide-
os! Well 
done!  

 

 

High School!   

High School youth group will contin-
ue to meet on Sunday nights via 
zoom.  Summer mission trips and 
camps are being planned, please 
contact Amanda if you are interest-
ed in a summer camp experience. 
Campus Faith Clubs are also continu-
ing to meet via zoom, please contact 
Amanda for dates and times.   

For more information regarding CYF 
Ministry please contact  
amanda@sjlcl.org. 

Save the dates: 
January 31st SNOW DAY!  Family Fun Day!    
-Watch for a sign-up genius and more info about this event. 
-Pick up next set of bags for February lessons.  
 
February 7th ButterBraid fundraiser begins 
 
February 14th Fat Sunday Pancake Breakfast 
-Stay tuned for more info about “Fat Sunday breakfast” in a jar!! 

mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org


Important Worship Information 
 
Beginning Jan. 3, your worship options change.  We 
are done with parking lot worship until the weather 
turns warmer, likely around April 1.  We will keep you 
posted on that.   
 
For now, you can worship in the following ways: 
 
1)  Watch and participate in our pre-recorded Sunday 
worship video (same as has been offered since March) 
by going to our website at www.sjlcl.org and clicking 
the "Watch Sunday Worship Video" button halfway 
down the homepage.  This will take you to the 
YouTube video for that particular weekend (the video 
is usually posted sometime Saturday) 
 
2)  Watch and participate in our new YouTube Live 
broadcast on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  You can 
find it by going to our website at www.sjlcl.org and 
clicking on the "Watch YouTube Live" button halfway 
down the homepage.  The button will take you to St. 
John's YouTube page, where you will click directly on 
the Live video you'll see at the top of the page.  This 
will be a live 30-35 minute worship service involving 
Pastor Andy, Jonathan, Mary Beth, and Amanda.  You 
can also access the bulletin for this service by clicking 
on the "Bulletin" link at www.sjlcl.org.  If you cannot 
watch the service right at 9 am, you can also watch it 
later after the service is over and the video is ar-
chived.  Use the same link and find the Livestreamed 
service 
 
3)  Watch and participate in our midweek Wednesday 
worship video.  Go to www.sjlcl.org and click on 
"Watch Weds Worship video."  This video is posted 
sometime during the day on Wednesdays 
 
4)  Finally, we will be holding drive-through Holy Com-
munion every Sunday from 10:00-11:00 am in the 
church parking lot.  Enter the parking lot from either 
direction, but please drive by the front church awning 
from east-to-west to receive Communion.  You may 
also drop off your offering here, drop off food for the 
food shelf, pick up Sunday school materials, and pick 
up things like devotionals, church information, etc., as 
it is made available   
 
Welcome to 2021, everyone!  We look forward to wor-
shiping together in all the ways we can in the months 
ahead. 

Red cross Blood Drive  

A  blood drive will be 
held at St John’s on 
Monday, February 8, 
noon to 6:00 pm. To 
make an appointment, 
visit Redcrossblood.org 
and enter sponsor code: SJLC .  If you can help on that day, 
please contact Candy in the church office. 

Volunteer to be part of phone calling care ministry—email pastorandy@sjlcl.org  

Parking Lot Worship Recap 
 

It is with a grateful heart, on behalf of the staff at 
St. John’s and the Worship Arts Ministry Team that we 
would like to thank all of the people who have participat-
ed in our parking lot worship services.  With the aid of a 
small core of regular volunteers led by the WAM team we 
were able to hold regular worship services on Sunday 
mornings and even Wednesday evenings for a brief peri-
od of time at the beginning of fall as a part of our Affirm 
Ministry programming.  It was great to see so many of 
you who joyfully attended worship in this format on a 
regular basis. 

For the most part, outside of a few windy days 
and cold Christmas Eve the weather was coopera-
tive.  The snow and cold that preceded Christmas Eve al-
lowed us to determine that live streaming during January, 
February and March will be the more prudent 
path.  (Thank you again for your grace as we figure out 
the nuances of the live streaming format.)  Again, the 
past six months were difficult, but rejuvenating every 
Sunday when working with a dedicated and positive 
group of volunteers.   As spring nears we look forward to 
resuming in-person worship in whatever capacity public 
health recommendations deem prudent.  Again, we are 
grateful to our volunteers who made worship possible, 
and to all of you who participated in our parking lot wor-
ship format.  Be well, and we look forward to more possi-
bilities for worship as 2021 progresses. 

Pastor Heather  

receives her gift 

on her last  

Sunday at Parking 

Lot worship 
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Annual Congregational Meeting, Sunday, Jan. 24, 11:15 am 
 
The Annual Meeting of the St. John's congregation will take place on Sunday, January 24, at 11:15 am. 
 
The meeting will take place on Zoom.  For security purposes, St. John's members will need to "opt in" 
by sending an email to office manager, Candy Nordine, at candy@sjlcl.org, requesting the Zoom 
link for the meeting.  Candy will record your name(s) and send you the link, which you will click on Jan. 24 
to enter the meeting.  The Zoom session will be opened at 11:00 am that day to allow 15 minutes for people 
to enter before the Annual Meeting starts. 
 
Included on the meeting's agenda will be key leader reports, the 2021 ministry budget (we will vote on this 
during the meeting), a report on the Associate Pastor Call Committee, and information about the year ahead 
at St. John's. 
 
Please send your email requesting the meeting link to Candy as soon as possible.  We look forward to seeing 
as many St. John's members as possible at the 2021 Annual Meeting.   

Associate Pastor  
Call Committee formed 
 
A Call Committee for a new Associate Pas-
tor has been authorized by the Church 
Council and has been formed.  The team 
will begin its work in January and will work 
with our synod representative, Deacon 
Krista Lind, as we seek our next Associate 
Pastor.  Please hold the team in your pray-
ers as we begin this new, hope-filled time 
of asking the Holy Spirit to guide us to our 
next Associate Pastor.   
 
The Call Committee is comprised of Jenni 
Tange, Diane Henning, Brenna Chapman, 
Kimberly Underwood, Matt Beukelman, and 
Pastor Andy. 

Budget Preview A.C.E. session  
A budget preview meeting will take place via Zoom on Sunday, 
January 17, at 11:15 AM.  Just as you will for the Annual meeting 
and for security purposes, St. John's members will need to 
"opt in" by sending an email to office manager, Candy Nor-
dine, at candy@sjlcl.org, requesting the Zoom link for the 
meeting.  Candy will record your name(s) and send you the link, 
which you will click on Jan. 17 to enter the meeting.  The Zoom 
session will be opened at 11:00 am that day to allow 15 minutes 
for people to enter before the Budget Meeting starts. 
 
Included on the meeting’s agenda is the 2021 ministry budget. 
Members of the Ministry Finance Team and the Gratitude and 
Generosity team will be on hand to answer questions and lead the 
discussion. 
 
Please send your email requesting the meeting link to Candy as 
soon as possible.  We look forward to seeing as many St. John's 
members as possible at the 2021 Budget review meeting.   
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