
 

May 2018 
 Worship: 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. Summer worship begins May 27, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  

Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month. 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 20165 Heath Avenue, PO Box 955, Lakeville, MN 55044 · 952-469-4916 · Fax 952-469-2707  
www.sjlcl.org 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

“We are here to share and celebrate the saving power of Jesus Christ.” 
 

KNOW – GROWING – LOVING – LIVING 

St. John’s Journal 

D ear St. John's members and friends, 
 
We've all been at the threshold of monumental mo-
ments in our lives.  I can remember the exhilara-
tion and natural trepidation of getting my driver's 
license, proposing to my wife and walking down 
the aisle, bringing my first child home from the hos-
pital, launching children to college, and taking new 
calls as a pastor.  At each moment, the ground 
underneath me certainly shook (as well it should 
have), but each moment also brought more of the 
evolution of life to me as well as tremendous 
growth and joyful discovery. 
 
We are at such a threshold here at church.  We 
are beginning the process to call an Associate 
Pastor to our congregation.  The ground is shaking 
a bit as people are processing this renewed ven-
ture (we have had up to three pastors at one time 
here at St. John's), but we must realize how oppor-
tune it is for us to experience this evolution in our 
ministry again and anticipate how much it can help 
us grow and discover more of what God is blessing 
us for.   
 
Every church goes through cycles.  It is nor-
mal.  Our cycle now is one in which we are being 
compelled to open our doors more widely and 
spread the gospel more actively to an explosively 
growing community.  This is partly why, in fact, our 
church moved out of downtown 12 years ago and 
relocated.  People with vision and faith sensed this 
day would come.  Now it is here!  And we should 
feel marvelously privileged and excited to answer 
Jesus' Great Commission to His Church:  "Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and teaching to obey all that I have com-
manded you (Matthew 28:19-20)."  We want more 
and more people to know Christ, just as we do, 
and to share the faith with them.  This is God's call 
of every church!    
 
This is monumental and a great joy.  Not every 
church gets the opportunity that is before us.  We 
must increase our pastoral capacity in order to ex-
pand our reach and answer Christ's call to carry 
out His mission for us.  With some movement 
among our church staff (a key vacancy and an up-
coming retirement), we are confident we can seize 
this opportunity to restructure our staff in this 
way.  A Call Committee is working with the synod 
and we look forward to sharing our progress with 
you these next few months.  In the process, we as 
leadership will also continue to communicate with 
you, the congregation, all that has brought us to 
this day.   
 
People of St John's, you are the heart of our minis-
try.  Your faith, given by God and fanned by the 
Holy Spirit, is the light and life that emanate from 
within our church, which others can see.  I cannot 
impress enough on you the wonderful need for all 
of us together to pray daily for our church, be very 
active in worship and in involvement here, practice 
faithful and growing stewardship, and understand 
the unique importance of the church in the world 
today.  We can all agree that our world—both the 
world right around us and the world across the 
globe—NEEDS the hope and joy we experience 
from putting our faith and trust, our hearts and 
souls, in the Savior who is our Good Shepherd and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Need a Phone Number of  
a St. John’s Member?  

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 
for contact information. Phone directories 
are also available in the narthex. 

Prayer Requests 

S t. John’s members and any others who 
may be in need of prayer may be placed on St. 
John’s Prayer Chain by calling Diane Hammer 
or emailing to d_hammer@charter.net 
 
Prayer requests may be included in our public 
prayers on Sunday morning by calling the 
church office during the week or by submitting 
the request to Pastor Andy in writing prior to the 
service. 
 

All Prayer Chain request are confidential. 

www.sjlcl.org 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Judy Nyssen: judy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 
 

Cheryl Springer:cheryl@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 
 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Shirley Peterson: Shirley@sjlcl.org 
 

 

“Why do you see the speck in 
your neighbor’s eye, but do not  
notice the log in your own eye?” 

 
Matthew 7:3 
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Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

 

nowing 
Update from the Ministry  

Finance Team 
 

W e’ve completed the first quarter of 2018 and 
some trends in the financial statements are begin-
ning to develop. The overall financial picture contin-
ues to show mixed results, but March results im-
proved due to stronger giving and lower expenses. 
 
March 2018 General and Benevolence Fund contri-
butions and program income of $50 thousand ex-
ceeded ministry expenses of $47 thousand, a net 
positive of around $3 thousand. On another positive 
note, for the first 3 months of 2018, the combined 
General and Benevolence Fund contributions and 
gifts total $141 thousand and for the same 3-month 
period operating expenses are $142 thousand, 
which is a very modest $1 thousand shortfall.  
 
While our cash position declined in February due 
largely to offerings and gifts received that were 
lower than projected, the March financial perform-
ance improved our cash position.  March financial 
performance resulted in the General Fund end of 
the month balance improving to just under $3 thou-
sand. 
 
First quarter contributions to the mortgage fund 
were better than projected and the year to date 
Mortgage Fund contributions exceed year-to-date 

(Continued on page 8) 

Special Giving Opportunities 
May/June Pink Offering Envelopes 

 
The May and June funds from the 
St. John’s pink offering envelopes 
will go toward the Loaves and 
Fishes program. 
 
Beginning in May St. John’s will 
be serving a monthly meal at 
Easter Lutheran by the Lake in 
Eagan to those in need. St. John’s will provide the 
meal and volunteers. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward this 
worth while cause, please use your May/June of-
fering envelopes, or a pink envelope marked May/

(Continued on page 15) 

Student Scholarship  
Opportunity 

Provided by St. John’s Compassion Team 
 

Attention High School Seniors! The Compassion 
Team has a scholarship fund available for active 
St. John's members who will be pursuing a post 
secondary education. 
 
If you are interested, please submit a short (one 
page maximum) essay entitled "God in My Life."  
 
 
 
 

The Compassion Team will then review the essays 
and select scholarship recipient(s). Scholarship 
award(s) up to $500 each will be announced 
Graduation Sunday, June 3. 
 
Essays will be shared with the congregation in the 
June 2018 edition of St. John’s Journal along with 
a picture of the student. 

 If you are interested, please submit a short 
(one page maximum) essay entitled "God in 
My Life" and email to jill@sjlcl.org by 
Sunday, May 20 in a Word doc. (not a 
PDF). 

 A wallet size photo (jpg) of yourself  
emailed along with the essay. 

 Your contact information and your parents 
contact information; emailed along with the 
essay. 

 

Summer Worship  
Begins Sunday, May 27  

services at 8:30 and 
10:00 a.m.  
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Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

S t. John's is moving into a 
new chapter of ministry.  After 
more than 20 years of being 
without a second pastor on staff, 
St. John’s is in the process of 
calling an Associate Pastor.   
 
This has come after a discern-
ment process that began even 
before Pastor Helland's retire-
ment  announcement  i n 
2015.  Utilizing Kairos and As-
sociates Consulting for seeking 
strategy to grow our ministry 
and map a pathway forward, 
including the calling of a new 
Senior Pastor, staffing structure 
was addressed.  For a 1,400-
member congregation, a staff of 
just one pastor is widely consid-
ered insufficient in seeking ro-
bust operation and also growth 
of the congregation's ministry to 
existing and new members.  For 
example, since 2007, St. John's 
has experienced decline each 
year in the most critical statistic 
revealing congregational activ-
ity:  average weekly worship 
attendance.  Between 2007 and 
2016, average weekly worship 
attendance decreased from 497 
to 300, a 40% decline.  In 2017, 
the tide was stemmed and a 
10% increase in worship atten-
dance occurred, and now is the 
time to capitalize on that forward 
motion.   
 
Calling an Associate Pastor 
will support our ministry in a 
number of ways, including: 
 
● Enhance our worship ex-

perience and faith practice 
with the addition of a regular 
new voice preaching and 
leading worship 

● Support our growth by pro-

viding more pastoral leader-
ship in reaching out to our 
growing community 

● Increase our ability to attract 
and minister to youth, chil-
dren and families 

● Increase our flexibility to 
provide pastoral-led care 
and ministry to all ages and 
persons in our congregation 

● Align our staffing to a more 
ministry-based rather than 
administration-based organi-
zation to help us to better 
fulfill our mission of sharing 
and celebrating the saving 
power of Jesus Christ 

 
 

 
 
St. John’s current events have 
brought about this important 
opportunity.  Two full-time staff 
positions are experiencing turn-
over, one due to Ruthie 
Mhanga's departure and en-
trance into seminary and the 
other due to Judy Nyssen's 
c om ing  re t i r emen t  t h i s 
year.  Based on the timing of 
calling the Associate Pastor, we 
are confident that hiring a Youth 
Ministries Director, a part-time 
Custodian, and a part-time Fi-
nancial Secretary, as well as 
modifying the scope of our Par-
ish Nurse position if and as ap-

propriate, will allow us to 
achieve this re-configuration in a 
v i r t u a l l y  b ud ge t - ne u t r a l 
way.  We see this as a strong 
value-added reconfiguration of 
our staff for increased mission 
and ministry.   
 
We believe you, as the congre-
gation, will be as excited and 
hopeful about this as we 
are.  We, prayerfully, sense the 
opportunity before us and put 
our faith in the Holy Spirit's guid-
ance of us.  We always trust 
and know that Christ's commis-
sion of the church is that we 
seek it to grow and be as robust 
and strong as possible as an 
outpost of ministry.  We believe 
you share this understanding of 
Christ's commission for us.  Ulti-
mately, we wish for as many 
people as possible to know 
Christ and experience the depth 
of His love for all people.  Join 
us in welcoming this new, excit-
ing chapter for our church.   
 
With love for the Body of Christ 
at St. John's, 
St. John's Church Council 
 

A devotional prayer 
 
Holy Spirit, As you burned in the 
hearts of Jesus' disciples when 
they encountered Him risen and 
alive on the road to Em-
maus;  and, as you ignited the 
life of the Church into the minds 
of seekers gathered in Jerusa-
lem at Pentecost;  and, as you 
moved over the waters of Crea-
tion to bring brand new life to 
the world;  and, as you sparked 
visions and dreams into both old 
and young who listened to 
prophets' invocations of God's 

(Continued on page 14) 

A New Chapter of Ministry 

 

“We, prayerfully, sense 
the opportunity before 
us and put our faith in 

the Holy Spirit's  
guidance of us.” 
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Our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

 

rowing 

ACE on Sunday Morning 
 

S t. John’s Sunday morning Adult Christian Education—ACE on Sunday Morning—continues this May 
with two more engaging events. We continue our theme, “The Year of the Neighbor” as we host our City of 
Lakeville, Mayor, Doug Anderson on May 6; and Pastor Andy concludes our current season with his 
thoughts on this theme in his May 13 presentation. ACE meets in the Sanctuary from 9:40-10:30 am, Bi-
bles are provided and childcare is available in the nursery. Please join us Sunday mornings as your sched-
ule allows! 

May 6 – The State of the City: 
Lakeville, Minnesota 

Doug Anderson, Mayor 
 

ACE on Sunday Morning wel-
comes City of Lakeville Mayor 
Doug Anderson for a leadership 
perspective of what is currently 
happening in and around this 
vibrant community—and how 
this city will engage and em-
brace what happens next. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to wel-
come our Mayor to SJLCL for 
this important conversation. 

 
Doug Anderson and his wife, 
Deb, have been Lakeville resi-
dents for more than 30 years, 

actively engaged at their church, 
Hosanna!, and have also raised 
their two grown children here. 
Doug’s career as a finance and 
administrative leader with Ham-
line University has prepared him 
for giving back to this commu-
nity as a consultant, a small 
business owner, a board mem-
ber for Lakeview Bank, in serv-
ing on City Council—and, most 
recently, in his current position 
as Mayor. 
 

May 13 – "Won't You Be My 
Neighbor?"  

Pastor Andy Smith 
 

"...and love your neighbor as 
yourself," we must admit, is cli-
ché. Yet, it has been our theme 
for 2018. And, Jesus says there 
is no greater commandment 
than loving God with everything 
we've got AND loving our 
neighbor as we love ourselves. 
The essence of the life of those 
who follow Christ is care for oth-
ers- ALL others. This is no cli-
ché. It is both God's command 
and the most freeing gospel, 
when understood. Come to this 
final A.C.E. session until Sep-
tember, which will be led by 
Pastor Andy and, perhaps, walk 
away with newfound joy in your 
heart. And, invite a friend to join 
you and us! 

Thank you for your attendance 
and support of ACE on Sunday 
Morning this past season. A 
new season begins Rally Sun-
day, Sept. 9, with many more 
opportunities to cultivate our 
faith and life, growing our rela-
tionship in Jesus Christ and al-
lowing for reflection and interac-
tion on scripture and matters of 
faith. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Doug Anderson 

who continually promises to 
heal the brokenness of the 
world more than ever be-
fore.  This is everything!  
 
I want you to feel free to call, 
email, text, or stop in to see me 
if you have any questions about 
this next chapter at St. John's.  I 
would thoroughly enjoy talking 
with you about it.  And, I'll also 
thoroughly enjoy worshiping 
with you this month.  See you in 
church, friends! 
 
Yours, in Christ, 
 
Pastor Andy 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 Growing our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  
Song, study, and prayer. 

Our ACE (Adult Christian Education) Team Is Seeking Volunteers 
to Grow our Numbers and Enhance our Programming for the 2018-19 Season—and Beyond.  

For the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

W e have 10 youth who have signed up to take part in 
this experience; joining tens of thousands of other Lu-
theran youth. Some took a leap of faith, not really sure 
how they were going to afford the trip. Some are increas-
ing the number of weekends they are babysitting, some 
have gotten after school jobs, and all of them are involved 
in fundraising events. But most importantly, they are all 
an important part of our church here at St. John’s, a 
church that supports our young people in overwhelmingly 
loving ways.  

 
Name: ________________________________________          Number of plant(s): ___________ 
 
 
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Geraniums for Pentecost 
 

Geraniums in 4.5 pots to decorate the sanctuary on Pentecost Sunday are available 
for $6.00 per plant. Please order your plant(s) with the form below and bring into the 
church office or place in the offering plate. Payment for flowers must accompany your 
order. Deadline for ordering flowers is Sunday, May 6. 

I f you love being a part of faith 
and life conversations inside 
and outside our SJLCL commu-
nity, consider also becoming 
part of the small group whose 
efforts behind the scenes make 
these unique educational events 
happen. You will have opportu-
nities to work alongside Pastor 
Andy and our team in connect-
ing with seminary professors 

and theologians, Twin City area 
pastors and faith leaders, retired 
pastors, professionals from 
other disciplines and talented 
lay leaders right here at SJLCL. 
We work together to shape the 
content of our Sunday morning 
sessions, our meetings are effi-
cient, and much of the research 
and resource contact happens 
via e-mail. The time commit-
ment varies season to season, 

but can be as limited as hosting 
guest speakers which fits neatly 
into Sunday morning sched-
ules—and there is plenty of 
flexibility to expand as your time 
and interest allows. All of this 
happens with the outstanding 
support of our office, sound and 
setup teams. Please contact 
Pastor Andy or Perry Fuerniss 
to learn more about it. 
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 Growing our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

Vote for Your Favorite Hymns!   
 

O ver the next weeks we would like to give 
you the opportunity to vote on your five favorite 
hymns. For ease of tabulating the results, 
please list your favorites by hymn number. 
The numbers can be found in the "First Lines of 
Hymns" index in the back of the hymnal found in 
the pews. Over the course of the summer we will 
have a Top 40 count down beginning on June 3, 
and culminating with the four favorites on Sep-
tember 2.   

Favorite Hymns Ballot. 
 
Please list your five Favorite Hymns in the 
ELW Hymnal.  For ease of tabulating the 
results, please list your favorites by 
HYMN NUMBER.  The numbers for the 
hymns can be found at the back of the hym-
nal, under the "First Lines and Titles of 
Hymns" Index found on page 1205. 
 
 
1. _______________________ 
 
2. ________________________ 
 
3. ________________________ 
 
4. ________________________ 
 
5. ________________________ 

Prayers of Thanks 
 

G reetings to Everyone, 
 
Lisa and I would like to extend a prayerful and 
heartfelt THANK YOU to all of you for your support 
and most certainly prayers that you have given us. 
With that it made our journey up the mountains and 
rough spots more enduring. Now that the path is 
straightening out more each day we can start to 
settle into a new normal life. We are still taking this 
a day at a time as we have from the beginning; and 
God only gives you what you can handle in a day. 
There is still a journey ahead for my recovery but 
as each day passes the risks become fewer. My 
last bone marrow biopsy indicated that my bone 
marrow was 100% donor and “Leukemia Free.” I 
have been feeling great and getting good reports 
from doctors and my care-giving team. Today is the 
first day of spring. As spring brings new life, I also 
have a new life. In our new normal life I have re-
cently gone back to work part-time working half 
days Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays. And will 
be adding hours and days as I go along. We will be 
continuing to proceed with our new normal life. We 
wish God’s abundant grace to all who have 
touched our hearts. 
 
   God Bless, 
   Dave and Lisa Horn 
 
Additional prayers of thanks: 
 
● Sugar Creek Bible Camp, for our financial and 

prayer support which ensures Sugar Creek can 
share the love, joy, and peace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ! 

 

● The Open Door for our gift of $308.00 and 1405 
pounds of food received in the past months. 
(950 pounds of the food and $230.00 were from 
the March food drive held at St. John’s.) The 
neighbors who come to the Open Door in need 
not only find food assistance but also hope, 
thanks to St. John’s generous gifts. 

 

● 360 Communities, for our gift of $600.00. To-
gether with St. John’s donation they are making 
a significant difference in people’s lives and in 
our community. 
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One another through Christian Fellowship 

 

oving 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp 

 
● July 8-13 & 15-20, St. John's is sending youth 

to camp! 
 
● August 5-10 High school youth will  be on Riv-

erboats. 
 

Sign up online with Sugar Creek to join in the fun! 

Epic Garage Sale 
 

A s you are cleaning out unused items in your 
home this spring, remember the EPIC GARAGE 
SALE that we will be having in July. We will start 
receiving items after Vacation Bible School in June 
hopefully you can hang onto your items until then. 
 
To make this a successful sale we will need every-
one’s help even if it is only an hour or two before, 
during the sale or the tear down on Saturday. 
Watch for the sign-up sheets that will be appearing 
sometime in May. Ask anyone who has worked at 
the sale and they will tell you it is a great way to 
meet other member of St John’s and have fun at 
the same time. Many of you may not be garage 
sale enthusiasts, but give this a try you will find it is 
worth the effort. 

Mortgage Fund expenses by 
over $4,700, continuing the 
strong financial performance of 
the Mortgage Fund in 2018. Our 
thanks to everyone for their con-
tinuing diligence in this area. 
 
While all of this is good news, 
we are monitoring a potential 
challenge to our financial picture 
during the next few months. For 
the first quarter of 2018, Gen-
eral and Benevolence Fund ac-
tual revenues are around 8% 
lower than budgeted. Operating 
expenses for the same 3-month 
period are lower than budgeted. 
We may see additional expense 
savings so long as staff posi-
tions remain vacant or are filled 

on a part-time or interim basis. 
As we fill open positions and 
proceed with reorganizing ad-
ministrative staff responsibilities, 
we expect operating expenses 
to increase, potentially challeng-
ing cash flow unless revenues 
begin to trend toward budgeted 
level.  
 
The proposed staff reorganiza-
tion will be monitored and mod-
eled to determine if any 
changes to budgeted expendi-
tures are needed later in 2018. 
The Ministry Finance Team will 
work closely with staff to monitor 
the financial health of St. John’s 
and keep Teams and Council 
appraised of the financial posi-
tion and trends at St. John’s.  

The members of the Ministry 
Finance Team are always avail-
able and willing to answer any 
financial related questions or 
provide information about the 
financial operations of St. 
John’s. Contact the Church of-
fice to be put in touch with a 
Ministry Finance Team member 
or if you see Barry Fick, Mark 
Gelle, Carla Haugen, Mike 
Sobota Lisa Drogemuller, 
Andy Schultz, Ron Robinson, 
or Brad Paulson in church, 
don’t hesitate to talk with them 
for additional information. We 
encourage you to remain faithful 
in your giving as the year un-
folds. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 

Matthew 19:21 



9 St. John’s Lutheran Church May 2018 

The Fun Begins Here, at St. John's Church!! 

Registration has Begun! Have you Signed up Yet? 
 

Monday, June 11 - Friday, June 15 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The cost to attend is $25/child; $65/per 
family registering three or more children. Children ages 4 (who have completed a year of Pre-
School/Daycare) through grade 4 can register. 

 
Older children, 5th grade through high school, and adults can sign up to volunteer at John’s web-

site www.sjlcl.org/VBS scroll down to the form towards the bottom of the page. 
 
A discount on registration will be offered to all parents willing to volunteer. 
 
To register go to www.sjlcl.org/VBS or stop by the VBS table in the narthex on April 22 for Volun-

teer Appreciation Sunday. You can enjoy a sweet treat and find out how to register your child for 
this fun event. For questions or more information please contact Elisa Lande-Brown at 
elisa@sjlcl.org or 952-221-4849. 

The Best Week of  
the Summer  
June 11-15! 

 
Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 
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Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 

St. John’s Grief Support Ministry  

“I lift my eyes to the Mountains..” 
  Psalm 121:1 

The Journey From 
Grief To Gratitude 

By Joanne Fink 
 

E veryone’s grief journey is 
different… and the ability to 
emerge with your soul intact is 
dependent upon your willing-
ness to do the excruciatingly 
difficult work that grieving re-
quires. It is a long and lonely 
process, and no one can accept 
the reality of YOUR loss for 
YOU…it is something that you 
must do for yourself. One of the 
things I’ve learned on my jour-
ney is that love is a force so 
powerful that it transcends 
death. 
 
In August,2011, two days before 
our son’s twelfth birthday, nine 
days before our daughter turned 
seventeen, my husband Andy 
had a heart attack and died in 
his sleep. In a very real sense 
my life ended when he died, 
because without him I couldn’t 
return to the life we shared. In 
the blink of an eye I lost my hus-
band, best friend, business part-
ner, IT and finance director and 
most devastatingly, my chil-
dren’s father. Although I spent 
the entire first week thanking 
God that Andy didn’t suffer, and 
that he didn’t die on our son’s 
birthday. I was too shell-
shocked to really understand 
the magnitude of what had hap-
pened. 
 
Profound loss—by which I mean 
the loss of a spouse, child or 

custodial parent—changes you: 
I call it ‘crossing the great di-
vide.’ Once you have crossed, 
and have been forged in the fire 
of grief, your life is permanently 
changed in inexplicable ways. If 
you have ever lost someone, I 
know you ‘get it.’ If your loss is 
recent, please know that even-
tually the good days will out-
number the bad ones. 
 

Grief does not follow a linear 
timeframe…nor will it consent to 
be neatly folded up in a suitcase 
and gotten out when you feel 
like it. Especially early on in 
what I call ‘the grief journey,’ 
grief has a mind of its own, and 
can sneak up on you when you 
least expect it. My journey from 
grief to gratitude is ongoing. 
Even after five years there re-
main days when I am profoundly 
dysfunctional; the days that I 
feel overwhelmed by life’s 
events are when I most miss 

Andy. I savor the memory of our 
life together; our 29+ years we 
shared continue to impact and 
influence my life today. 
 
Grieving is like embarking upon 
a journey to an unknown desti-
nation, against your will, without 
any idea of how long it will take 
or what you will find once you 
get there. In the beginning it is a 
full time job, and can take every 
ounce of determination you can 
muster just to get through the 
day. At first you may just keep 
putting one foot in front of the 
other because you don’t know 
what else to do. After a while, as 
you start to regain your equilib-
rium and work through your 
grief, you may discover an inner 
strength and resiliency that sur-
prises you. 
 
When your world is shattered by 
loss, you wonder how you can 
pick up the broken pieces and 
glue them back together…part 
of the journey from grief to grati-
tude is the gradual, heartbreak-
ing realization that you can’t. 
But as you continue your jour-
ney, you can learn to build a 
new life founded on the love and 
cherished memories you hold in 
your heart  
 
Reprinted with permission from 
“Grief Digest”, Centering Corpora-
tion, Omaha, NB. 888-218-0101.  

 

Once you have crossed, 
and have been forged 

in the fire of grief, 
your life is perma-

nently changed in inex-
plicable ways. If you 
have ever lost some-

one, I know you ‘get it.’ 
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iving 

 

I n August 2017 St. John's sent 
a mission team to be with our 
partner congregation in Mu-
hanga, Tanzania. Each month a 
different member will be sharing 
a story from that experience 
here in the newsletter. We ask 
that you continue to hold our 
partnership in prayer as we con-
tinue to support the sharing of 
the Gospel through the global 
church. 
 

Izzy Wolf’s Story 
 

D uring the partnership meet-
ing, Sarah and I stayed outside 
to play with the kids who were 
getting home from school. After 
they were done playing, Sarah 
and I decided to stay outside 

and enjoy the peaceful view.  
 
As we are sitting there, all of a 
sudden three women from the 
kitchen came out with empty 
buckets on their heads. I was 
hesitant at first to go with them, 
but Sarah convinced me that I 
should go. So, I did! I ran to 
catch up to them. We started on 
our journey. There were hills 
after hills and I slipped a couple 
of times, but one woman stayed 
back with me so I never fell, and 
keep in mind, she had a bucket 

on her head. After we had finally 
made it to the valley, there was 
a pipe coming out of a hillside. 
The water would flow out of the 
pipe and into the buckets. When 
the buckets were full, we made 
the journey back up the moun-
tain side, to the pastor’s house. 
When we finally reached the 
pastor’s house, I was so tired 
(and I wasn’t caring a bucket full 
of water) that I laid on the grass. 
After a few minutes, the women 
started back down for more wa-
ter. What a job they have! 



12 St. John’s Lutheran Church May 2018 

 
Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 
church, our communities, and our world. 

Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored  
Students in Tanzania 

Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 
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A New Pastor 
 
 

W e have received word 
from Muhanga parish of a 
change of pastor.  
 
Greetings from Pastor Wito Msi-
gala who is a pastor now after 

Pastor Motto being transferred 
to another parish. 
 
They send many Easter prepa-
ration greetings to St. John's. Its 
their prayers that Jesus will 
keep raising in people's hearts. 
Muhanga members are still re-
membering the St John's group 
visit to Muhanga which brought 
this two sides more closer by 
walking and working together. 
Dancing, eating and drinking 
together. They still remember 
how the group participated in 
levelling the ground for building 
a dispensary/clinic. 
 
They want to share the pro-
gress: Until now two things have 
happened, the parish has al-

ready bought more land to ex-
tend a plot for building a dispen-
sary. They have collected more 
stones for foundation and they 
are still continuing to collect 
more. Muhanga people are daily 
praying for St John's parish and 
its good people.  
 
Muhanga are appreciating to 
have such a good friends who 
loves them. They also give 
thanks for many gifts which are 
benefiting the Muhanga commu-
nity. To mention few of them are 
prayers, scholarships, construc-
tions, visitations etc. Muhanga 
also will keep St. John's in their 
prayers. 
 
Pastor Wito Msigala 

Global Missions 

 

W e will be serving dinner 
for Loaves and Fishes at 
Easter Lutheran (by the Lake) 
at Cliff and Pilot Knob on 
Thursday, May 31. Volunteers 
are needed to prepare the 
food from 3:00-5:00 pm and 
serve the food from 5:30-7:15 
pm. Please sign up on the bul-
letin board above the chil-
dren’s coat rack.  
 
Loaves and Fishes requires 
that the food be store-bought 

and prepared at their site. We 
think it would be easiest if peo-
ple donated money to pur-
chase the food and then 
someone can do the purchas-
ing and get it to Easter. You 
can put your donation in an 
envelope marked “Loaves and 
Fishes” and place it in the of-
fering plate or bring it to the 
church office.  Any questions, 
contact Kathy at 612-414-5073 
or kmcomer72@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your help with 
this serving opportunity.  

Serving Opportunity 

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for the 
crowd, because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to 

eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might  
faint on the way.” 

Matthew 15:32 
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Baptisms:  
4/22/18  Addison Anne Knapp 

 
Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 
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Job Opening 
 

A  new Custodian-Facility Care position is 
now open at St. John's Lutheran Church, Lake-
ville. Averaged over the year, this is a 20-25 
hour per week position. This position includes 
facility cleaning and light maintenance duties, 
management of supplies, and set-up needs for 
events, classes, etc. A position description with 
full range of duties can be requested from the 
church office. The position is open immediately 
and will close when filled. Interviews and hiring 
will done on a rolling basis. Inquire with Jill in the 
church office or call 952-469-4916. 

A Welcoming Home! 

S t John’s friends came together to paint and 
clean; making a welcoming space for the next 
CATCH family to move into this one-bedroom 
apartment! The goal of CATCH is to share infor-
mation and offer friendship, encouragement, and 
support to families, which enables them to take 
positive steps to maintain their housing and self-
reliance. It is the explicit goal of the CATCH 
housing program to provide, develop, promote 
and maintain safe, clean, accessible, and afford-
able housing for people with low and limited in-
comes in Dakota County. The family we pre-
pared for will be able to stay in this apartment for 
the next two years, while they grow, get strong, 
and prepare for a new beginning. 

dynamism in the daily lives of the faithful;  so, now, 
be fully alive, also, in our hearts and faith.  Draw us 
forward to seek an Associate Pastor for our 
church.  And, just the same, move in the soul of 
the one you are preparing to bless, inspire, enjoy, 
serve, and help lead our congregation.  We seek to 
carry out the powerful mission you have for your 
church here, to proclaim your gospel joyfully to the 
world around us, and to live out our faith through 
St. John's to your glory.  In the name of the living 
Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Call Committee members:  

(Continued from page 4) 

● Fran Wood, chair 
● Steve Pierson,  
 recorder 
● Rol Anderson 
● Emily Grossman 
● Matthew Holzer 
 

● David Metty 
● Lisa Meyer 
● Cory Paulsen 
● Pastor Andy Smith 
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Deacons on Duty 
5/6 Iverson, Iverson/Risdal, 
 Wright 
5/13 Fuerniss, Wright/Risdal, 
 Wright 
5/20 Buckley, Nielsen/
 Haukoos, Haukoos 
5/27 Iverson, Iverson/Nielsen, 
 Risdal 
 
Communion Servers 
5/6 8:30: Pasvogel,  
 Sulzbach, Grimm,
 Schaller, S. Johnson 
 10:45: Afdahl, Ziller, R. 
 Anderson, Wright, 
 Casperson 
5/19 Affirmation of Baptism 
 11:00: Fick,  
 Williamschen, Springer, 
 Moller, Barth 
5/20 8:30: Hartwig, Hartwig, 
 Nelson 
 10:45: Wood, Gustafson, 
 White 
 
Greeters  
5/6 Schaller/D. Knutson 
5/13 Swagger/Lindquist 
5/19 Affirmation of Baptism 
 11:00: — 
5/20 Peterson/Moe 
5/27 Antolik/Moller 
 

Pew Preparation 
Week one: Peterson 
Week two: Simonsen 
Week three: Manninen 
Week four: Luckman 
 
Readers 
5/6 —/Pastika 
5/13 Sandberg/D. Knutson 
5/20 J. Nelson/Lindquist 
5/27 S. Johnson/Esser 
 
Worship Set-up 
5/6 TBD 
5/13 TBD 
5/19 Affirm. of Baptism, TBD 
5/20 TBD 
5/27 TBD 
 
Usher Teams 
5/6 Larson/Grimm 
5/13 Paulsen/Afdahl 
5/19 Affirmation of Baptism 
 11:00: Paulsen 
5/20 Knutson/Major 
5/27 Pasvogel/Schultz 
 
Sound Technicians 
5/6 Barth/Garlock 
5/13 Anderson/Nelson 
5/19 Affirmation of Baptism 
 11:00: Garlock 
5/20 B. Wright/Aakre 
5/27 Aakre/Garlock 

Coffee Servers 
Team Captain: Judy Borchardt 
Members: Michlitsch, Milbradt, 
Cozad, Wendt, Adfahl 

 

Those Aiding our Worship 
 

Thank You! 

Sunday  
Worship: 8:30 and 

10:45 a.m.  
 

● Summer worship 
begins May 27, 8:30 
and 10:00 a.m.  

 

Reminders will be sent out 
via email. 

6th grade 
Crucifer 

7th grade 
Acolyte 

8th grade 
Greeter 

9th grade 
Usher 

S t. John's folks, please check this out. When 
you shop on Amazon, please shop via Amazon 
Smile and support our church in the process. 
It's win-win! And...THANK YOU! 

 

June special offering. Place in the offering plate, 
drop off or mail into the church office. Offering may 
also be made online at www.sjlcl.org; follow the 
“donate” tab on the left-hand side of the homepage 

(Continued from page 3) 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Administrator: Judith Nyssen 
Youth Director: TBD 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Parish Nurse: Cheryl Springer 
Children's Ministry Director:   
 Nicole Major 
Children’s Ministry assistant: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery: Katlyn Major, Sydnee 
 Wright 
Facility assistant: TBD 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (3rd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-9th) & 
Firelight Singers (K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
Organist: Shirley Peterson 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Barry Fick 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
 

Member Relations &  
Communications 
 Kimberly Underwood 
 

Evangelism 
 Dennis & Darcy Iverson 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

Compassion 
 Dave, Lisa Horn 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Linda Nielsen 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Christie Wright 
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