
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Journal Express - April 1, 2020 
 
You are receiving this newsletter mailing a month early and in lieu of our regular Journal. We 
will communicate with you in this form (and set aside our Journal) until the COVID-19 threat has 
passed. 
 

 
Coronavirus Closure information 
 
We are currently in our March 26 - April 5 ten-day closure period. However, with the Governor's 
Shelter-in-Place declaration that runs, at minimum, from March 27 at 11:59 pm to April 10 at 5:00 
pm, all in-person worship services, activities, and meetings have been cancelled during that 
period, as well. Given this, it is hard to imagine we will be cleared to open by Easter Sunday. You 
will need to stay tuned to our website (www.sjlcl.org) and our weekly e-blasts via email for the 
most up-to-date information. 
 
Please know we are observing the shelter-in-place directive. Staff is working remotely. The order 
does allow for faith leaders to work at church, so our videos will continue to include worship from 
the sanctuary.  
 
 
Online Video Worship Services 
 
We are creating videos of Sunday and Lenten Wednesday worship services. All can be accessed 
via the homepage of our website: www.sjlcl.org. Additionally, we will be creating worship services 
for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. See information below for each of them. 
Please mark out your own worship time each week to watch and participate in these services. 
 

 
Giving of Offerings 
 
We are so very grateful for your continued giving of your offerings. As you know, your offerings 
provide upwards of 95% of our ministry revenue. We need this to pay our wonderful staff and 
cover our necessary bills during this time. Please know that we have eliminated all spending that 
is not absolutely necessary. You can give in three ways: 
 

1. Mail your offering to church at: St. John's Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 955, Lakeville, MN 
55044 

2. Give online via tithe.ly at https://tithe.ly/give?c=269696. If possible, please consider 
signing up for a tithe.ly account (it is free) and establish recurring giving 

3. Text-to-Give by texting GIVE to (218) 210-7853 
 

 
 



Holy Week Video Worship Information 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 

 This will be a live service we will post on YouTube at 7:00 pm. If you can’t watch at that 
time, you can watch it later as it if were live 

 In order to access this most easily, please go to 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtqhmin2C7rAR0ofydvAHJQ and subscribe to the 
page 

 We will be sharing Holy Communion this night by consecrating the elements live at 
church and asking you to serve Communion to one another in your home as you 
watch and participate in the service  

 We ask you either bake your own Communion bread (recipe below) or have bread ready, 
along with wine or grape juice. Once the bread and wine are consecrated at church and 
we pray the Lord’s Prayer together on the live video, we will invite you to serve 
Communion to each other by saying, “This is the body of Christ given for you. This is the 
blood of Christ shed for you” 

 Communion Bread recipe (makes 6 rounds; cut recipe as needed): 1.5 cups white flour, 
½ cup wheat flour, 1 tsp baking soda, 1 tsp salt, ¾ cup water, 3 tbsp sugar, 2 tbsp oil. In 
a bowl, blend all ingredients well. Turn dough onto a floured surface and divide into 6 
balls. Roll each ball out to ¼ inch even thickness. Use knife to mark each loaf with a 
cross (+). Bake on greased cookie sheets at 350 degrees for 10-15 minutes 

 Know we are sharing Holy Communion in this way only because of the extraordinary 
circumstances we are in. Maundy Thursday is Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples and 
marks the institution of Holy Communion. Our sacrament is meant to be shared when we 
are physically together. However, this year we will be physically together in a virtual way 
as we understand Christ’s sacrifice for us in His deepest love. We look very forward to 
sharing this night together 

 
Good Friday, April 10 

 Tentatively, this will be another live service at 7:00 pm. Go to the same website as is 
specified above in the Maundy Thursday instructions. Subscribe, if possible, for ease 

 This will be a stark Tenebrae Service of Darkness, including the reading of Christ’s 
passion story from the gospels 

 Please end your worship and night in silence as you reflect on Christ’s death for your sins 
and for your salvation 

 
Easter Sunday, April 12 

 If we are not cleared to re-open for Easter, we will provide an Easter Sunday video 
worship, as we have been providing for our other Sunday and Wednesday services 

 For this video, we would love all of you to send in a 5-10 second video of you and/or your 
family saying, “Happy Easter! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!” Please send this video 
to Pastor Andy at pastorandy@sjlcl.org by Tuesday, April 7. Your videos will become part 
of the Easter Sunday worship video!  

 This worship video will be posted late Saturday night, April 11, so it could be used for 
your own early sunrise service, if you family likes to worship on Easter in this way 

 
We are praying for all of you, for our church, and especially for our world. Please join me in 
prayer: Gracious and loving God, you are the giver, healer, and savior of life. We praise 
you, as we come near Holy Week and Easter, for your grace that saves us and our world 
through Christ Jesus. Grant us faith to always look to you for everything we need. And 
when we feel afraid, strengthen us to trust that you are moving in our lives and world to 
save us from all that threatens us. We pray this in the name of the One who gave Himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 


