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Dear Johnnies and friends, 
 

Can we dedicate this month of August as a month of pure 
gratitude?   
 

When August 1st rolls around this year, we're going to be 
making a shift that is more monumental than you 
think.  It'll be a "season of life" shift.  After 16-and-a-half 
months of altered church life, on August 1st we will:   
welcome Pastor Kim Kyllo as our new Associate Pastor, 
return to two indoor worship services, still stay vigilant 
toward COVID and new mutations/variants, approach 
church life with a new perspective and new ways of doing 
some things, and emerge from the chrysalis we've been 
in not as the same old caterpillars we were in March, 
2020, but as new butterflies birthed out of a different, pre
-pandemic time and into this new season of life.  As the 
poet in Ecclesiastes said so faithfully, there is a right time 
for everything and now is that right time for this new  
season of life.   
 

So, can we dedicate this entire month of August to pure, 
joyful gratitude to God for carrying us through it all and 
bringing us to this good time?!   
 

Pastor Kim, welcome!  We are thrilled you are here and 
that God has called you to help lead and share your faith 

at St. John's.  You're 
now a Johnnie like 
the rest of us!  We 
can't wait to get to 
know you, starting on 
Aug. 1, and share St. 
John's ministry  
together.  What a day 
this will be!  Thanks 
be to God! 
 

Congregation, join 
me also in sending up 
a shout of  
thanksgiving for 

some key teams of people who God called together to 
help carry us through the last year-and-a-half: the Return 
Team, captained by Mark Renze; the Call Committee,  
captained by Jenni Tange; the Sunday Morning Parking 
Lot crews and the WAM (Worship Arts Ministry) Team, 
captained by Jonathan Kopplin; and, our church staff, 
who bobbed-and-weaved and took me up on my  
challenge to always "embrace the adventure."  Thanks be 
to God! 
 

Next, I want to give pure thanksgiving for you, the  
congregation.  You hung in there, supported our  
leadership and our vision on how to get through this 
fraught time so as many people as possible would be safe 
and healthy, enjoyed new experiences of worshiping in 
your cars or online, came out and participated in Bible 
studies, team meetings, Sunday school and Affirm, and all 
sorts of other activities in new and different ways...and 
you enjoyed it.  Thanks be to God for your spirit of  
adventure and, ultimately, your love for your church and 
for God! 
 

August 1st marks a monumental new season at St. 
John's.  I don't want us to let this go unacknowl-
edged.  We've got an awfully good church of people here 
and we've got God's calling of us to continue to proclaim 
the gospel into our world and to live out our faith in how 
we live our lives.  When we trust God implicitly to  
continue to strengthen us, provide for us, guide us, and, 
most importantly, love us as God's beloved, what more 
do we need?  Thank you for keeping the faith!  Thanks be 
to God for this! 
 

Come to church on August 1st at either of our two indoor 
services - 8:30 or 10:00 am - to welcome Pastor Kim and 
worship together in new and gloriously-hopeful 
ways.  Our parking lot services will end after worship on 
July 25 and this new, blessed season by God will have  
begun on August 1.  I look very forward to sharing this 
grand opportunity with as many of you as possible!   
Thanks be to God!        In Christ, 

Pastor Andy 

"There's an opportune time to do things, a right time for everything on the earth...." 
Ecclesiastes 3:1, The Message 



Children, Youth and Family 
outside from 10:10-10:30 on the east 
side of the building to discover our 
story for the first 5 Sundays. Then, we 
will go online with take-home  
monthly packs with activities that will 
continue our journey learning the 
miracle of God’s love and the hope of 
Jesus. We will mirror the theme and 
activities of Firelight Sunday School.  
 
Please sign up on the website at 
https://www.sjlcl.org/children for one of 
the two Sunday School options.  
 
Ablaze/Affirm: 
Ablaze: provides a bridge  
between Sunday School and  
Confirmation. We spend the year 
reading the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation! We begin to dive into 
some deeper discussions and faith 
formation. We end our year by  
receiving instruction in Holy  
Communion and celebrating their 
First Communion during the Lenten 
Season.  We will begin the year on 
Wednesday nights outside with our 
Affirm program meeting around 
campfires for the first 5 weeks. Then, 
we may meet in the youth room on 
Sunday mornings.  

 
Affirm: Last fall a vision of the 
church’s “back 40” full of small  
campfires surrounded by our 5th-12th 
grade youth was a wild dream that 
became a reality.  Working with our 
Building and Grounds crew, Return 
Team, CYF team and staff we figured 
out a way to make it possible.  God 
also cooperated with giving us  
beautiful evenings to kick off this new 
campfire ministry!  It was so  

7:45 - 8:00 - Affirm closing worship 
7:00 - 8:15 - Chancel Choir  
 
All of our programs need leaders, 
guides and assistants. We would 
love to have you part of our team. 
There are so many ways to help 
with our Children, Youth and  
Family Programs!  Connect with 
Amanda to find out how you can 
help change a life and inspire faith 
in a young person this year!  
 
Two options for Firelight Sunday 
School this year : 
 

Option 1-Firelight Sunday 

School: 9:10am-10:10am  
(pre-k-4th grade) 
 
Ignite Opening! New this year, we 
will begin by gathering in the  
sanctuary for our Firelight Sunday 
School following early worship. We 
will do an introduction to our  
story, play our new bells and our 
special puppet friends, Abel and 
Zabel will stop by on occasion to 
help us learn our story. 
 
Small group time! Following our 
opening we will go to expanded 
classrooms in the fellowship hall 
with grade specific groups. We will 
learn more about the love and 
hope of Jesus as we dig deeper 
into the story using games, science 
experiments, art and roadmaps! 
Yep! We will be learning a lot 
about navigation this year. Our 
theme will follow our lectionary 
sermon series…We Make The Road 
By Walking. We will use an ancient 
Bible Map each week to find out 
where our Bible story begins and 
we will use God as our guide to see 
where it navigates us!   
 

Option 2-Sidewalk/Online  

Firelight Sunday School   
(pre-k-4th grade) 
During this option, we will meet 

St. John’s Children, Youth and 
Family Education Year!  

St. John’s is committed to giving  
every child the opportunity to 
learn about God’s love and build a 
faith that supports kids at every 
stage of life.  During COVID, our 
commitment expanded to meet 
every child where they are, so that 
they could learn about God’s love 
in an environment that fits the 
needs of their family.  We continue 
to work with the St. John’s Return 
Team and review all of our  
program procedures to ensure we 
are providing programs that follow 
the current CDC guidelines.  
 
The excitement of a new year is 
upon us! We will kick off our year 
on Rally Sunday, September 12! 
Please come and get all the  
information you need for the new 
education year! Calendars,  
program and volunteer  
information will be available so 
that your family will have  
everything needed to get the year 
off to a great start!  Go to our  
website for the most current  
registration and program  
information. 
 
Note the times of programs this 
year:  
 
Sunday:   
8:15am worship in the Sanctuary 
9:10-10:10am Firelight Sunday 
School 
9:10-10:10am ACE, Adult Christian 
Education  
10:10-10:30am Sidewalk Firelight 
Family Sunday School 
10:30am Worship   
Fellowship 8:45-9:10 and again 
from 10:10-10:30 
 
Wednesday: 
6:00pm - Praise Singers rehearsal 
6:30pm – Worship (Calendar Start 
Date TBD) 
7:00pm - 7:45pm - Affirm/Ablaze 
7:00-7:45pm Grace Singers 

https://www.sjlcl.org/children


wonderful to have everyone together 
focused on faith around a  
campfire! Who would have ever 
thought? God is at work here, giving 
us new ways to connect, new ways to 
learn and new ways to find God  
wherever we are.  The campfire  
ministry will continue again this fall 
beginning on September 15.  Watch 
for more details on the website. 
 
St. John’s Youth Groups!  
Rooted in God’s word and growing in 
faith together in many new ways! “The 
FIRE of your heart is the LIGHT of your 
Path” by Max Lucado. Do you want to 
know God’s will for your life? Then 
answer the question, What ignites 
your heart? Service, gardening,  
reading, fellowship and having fun 
with others? 
 
Our Youth Group has divided into 
many small groups over our Covid  
season and we will continue these 
small groups this year. Our hope is 
that each of our St. John’s Middle and 
High School students become part of a 
focused small group. Our small groups 
have been a surprising change that we 
made to our youth group model that 
we will continue because it has drawn 
more kids in to find what God is calling 
them to be and to do. All of our 
groups will use the devotional book by 
Max Lucado, “Let the Journey Begin, 
Finding God’s BEST for your life”. 
 
Youth Book Club: Our Summer Youth 
Book Club will finish up our study of 
our book, “The Shack” written by  
William P. Young by watching the 
movie inspired by this book. All are 
welcome to join us at 5:00pm on  
August 16. We will begin another book 
in September, please contact Amanda 
if you would like to be part of this fun 
group! amanda@sjlcl.org 
 
Roots Garden Group, growing in faith 
and growing good vegetables! Our 
garden group continues to keep busy 
each week with tending our garden. 

Middle School and High School 
students are welcome to join us each 
Wednesday at 5:00pm. Soon, our 
squash and beans will be ready to be 
picked and donated. If you would like 
some of our fresh produce or know of 
someone who would like some fresh 
vegetables. Please contact Amanda 
Boe, amanda@sjlcl.org. 
 
Service groups go where they are 
needed to be the hands and heart of  
Jesus in our community. We go to 
Feed My Starving Children each 
month, make blankets for Lewis 
House, offer tech help for seniors, 
help with many church projects and 
many other activities throughout the 
year. 
 
NEW! Outside game night will begin 
this fall. Boofers, Giant Jenga, Gaga 
Ball and more outdoor favorite games 

will be the center focus of this group. 
Please contact Amanda to let me 
know if you are interested and we will 
finalize a time for this group to get 
together. 
 
Donations Needed: 
• Washable Markers 
• Paper Maps for decorating 
• Globes 
• Patterned Blue, Yellow, Green, 

Purple fabric- larger pieces of 1-2 
yards to make wall hanging  

 banners. Batik style, flower or leaf 
 patterns would be much  
 appreciated! 
• Paper Towel Tubes 
Please contact Amanda for more  
information on these items. Thank 
you! 

Save the Date for next year’s ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis! 
8th grade-12th grade students are invited to this event. The 2022 ELCA Youth 
Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. ELCA Youth Gatherings 
happen every three years, last year it was postponed for next summer. We are 
so fortunate to welcome thousands of ELCA Lutherans from all over the  
country to Minnesota for this unique experience! Each day youth will  
experience God’s boundless love by serving, learning and praising God! Please 
let Amanda know if you would like more information about this event,  
information will begin in September. 
 
Local Volunteers serve in a wide  variety of roles, and there are jobs for people 
of all ages and abilities.  Scheduling for Local Volunteers often happens later in 
the cycle and requires flexibility. If you live in or around Minneapolis and want 
to be involved in the ministry of the Gathering but can’t commit to the full 
week of volunteering, sign up to be a Local Volunteer! Eligibility: Local  
Volunteers must be at least 19 years old or out of high school for one year by 
the time of the Gathering. 
 
The Gathering will provide Local  
Volunteers: 
• Meals while serving 
• Access to the evening mass gathering sessions and closing worship 
Sign up now at: https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/Attend/Volunteer 
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Thank you, St. John’s Johnnies!   

“You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will  
produce thanksgiving to God through 
us; for the rendering of this ministry 
not only supplies the needs of the 
saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God.”  We would like 
to extend a great big THANK YOU for 
all that each of you does for St. 
John’s!  Your gifts of time, energy, 
worship, and love sustained St. John’s 
through the pandemic’s creative and 
different ministries, and have  
enriched our St. John’s experience as 
we now look forward to a full staff 
AND A FULL CHURCH BUILDING for 
worship into the next program year.  
We are especially excited to welcome 
Pastor Kim Kyllo as we run up to 
speed for the fall!   
 

As we celebrate coming back together 
more fully for in-person worship and 
programming, we ask that you  
continue to look for ways to  
participate in and grow your church 
life.  New and exciting opportunities 
to re-engage in our St. John’s family 
are just around the bend.  And as you 
are able, where you can continue (and 
even grow!) your giving, this is  
especially important and valued now, 
too!  Returning to full staff after the  
pandemic will require our faithful  
giving as a congregation together.  
Your great generosity not only  
supplies the needs and enables the  
ministry, it overflows our hearts with 
thanksgiving to God – for you!   
 

Thanks for being Johnnies!   
St. John’s Gratitude & Generosity 

Team 

Notice of Change of Address 
 
St. John’s no longer has a PO Box.  We 
now have a new mailbox on the 
northeast side of the parking lot near 
the drive into the garage area.  Thank 
you to the Campus Properties Team 
for their hard work in getting it  
installed.   

The post office has a forwarding  
address notice on file so anything 
mailed to the PO Box 955 address is 
forwarded to the physical  
address:  20165 Heath Ave,  
Lakeville.   Please be sure to only use 
this address  
going forward. 

Thank you!  


