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“We are here to share and celebrate the saving power of Jesus Christ.” 
 

KNOW – GROWING – LOVING – LIVING 

St. John’s Journal 

D ear SJLCL friends, 
 
You will receive this newsletter and message a 
couple days before Easter.  In fact, it may be 
Good Friday, when the stone in the above pas-
sage was actually rolled in front of the tomb, 
supposedly sealing Jesus' fate, as it were. 
 
However, God rolled it away.  On Easter Sun-
day, April 1st, no April Fool whatsoever, we will 
be sitting in a dim sanctuary, initially.  For just a 
moment, we will try to imagine coming to Jesus' 
tomb expecting dim hopes, even, in fact, the "no 
hope" that Jesus' followers had (and sometimes 
still have). 
 
However, God rolled the stone and death 
away.  And the reality of God's very different 
way in our world will dawn on us so that, by the 
end of the service, we are bellowing out "Jesus 
Christ is Risen Today" with brass and singing 
and the culmination of a worship service of 
praise to the living Christ, our Lord of life! 
 
So, today, I want to ask you, Where is the stone 
of death pressing upon you?  Where do you feel 
little hope at all?  For what reasons are you 
brooding in sorrow or anger?  But also, Why are 
these tombstones keeping you in darkness and 

the feeling that you are dying or are dead?   
 
God rolled the stone and death away, remem-
ber?  Our faith trusts this mightily.  It is no April 
fool!  Neither are we April fools!  Come to church 
this Easter Sunday with your heart and soul wide 
open, asking the living, breathing, resurrected 
Christ to be the Lord of your life and to roll the 
stone away.  He will!  Ask Him for courage to 
change what you need to change.  Ask Him for 
faith to believe He is on your side.  Ask Him for 
insight into knowing that He can and will bring 
new life out of the things in your own life that 
have died or are deadening you right now.  Live 
Easter!  Live it, everyone!  God rolled the stone 
away and Jesus Christ is risen today...FOR 
YOU. 
 
A most rich, blessed Holy Week and Easter to 
you, from me and the staff at your beloved 
church, St. John's, 
 
Pastor Andy, Judy Nyssen, Jill Fiereck, Cheryl 
Springer, Jon Kopplin, Nicole Major, Elisa 
Brown, David Nyssen, Sydnee Wright, Kaitlyn 
Major, Amy Erlandson, Shirley Peterson, Jamye 
Casperson             
 

"And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  They had 
been saying to one another, 'Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?'  When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back."  
Mark 16:3-4 
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Need a Phone Number of  
a St. John’s Member?  

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 
for contact information. Phone directories 
are also available in the narthex. 

Prayer Requests 

S t. John’s members and any others who 
may be in need of prayer may be placed on St. 
John’s Prayer Chain by calling Diane Hammer 
or emailing to d_hammer@charter.net 
 
Prayer requests may be included in our public 
prayers on Sunday morning by calling the 
church office during the week or by submitting 
the request to Pastor Andy in writing prior to the 
service. 
 

All Prayer Chain request are confidential. 

www.sjlcl.org 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Judy Nyssen: judy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 
 

Cheryl Springer:cheryl@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 
 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Shirley Peterson: Shirley@sjlcl.org 
 

David Nyssen: david@sjlcl.org 

“honor your father and mother,’ 
and ‘love your neighbor as  

yourself.’” 
 

Matthew 19:19 
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Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

 

nowing 
Update from the Ministry  

Finance Team 
 

I t’s hard to believe that we’re already two months 
into 2018. As always, your contributions to the fi-
nancial ministry of St. John’s are greatly appreci-
ated. We are continually looking for ways to be bet-
ter stewards of the funds you entrust to St. John’s. 
To help make it easier than ever to contribute to 
the mission of St. John’s, we plan to soon intro-
duce a new phone app that will allow you to con-
tribute to St. John’s with your smartphone. No 
longer do you need to remember your checkbook 
or use cash or go home and forget about the cause 
you wish to support. You’ll be able to quickly and 
securely contribute while you are at Church! This 
will help you and St. John’s. Look for this app to be 
“live” soon.  
 
In February, General and Benevolence Fund con-
tributions and program income of $42 thousand 
slightly lagged ministry expenses of $46 thousand. 
For the two months of January and February, com-
bined General and Benevolence Fund expenses of 
$99 thousand slightly exceeded our combined 
January and February General and Benevolence 
Fund contributions of $98 thousand.  
 
February contributions to the mortgage fund were 
in line with projections and the year to date Mort-

(Continued on page 14) 

Special Giving Opportunities 
March/April Pink Offering Envelopes  

 

T his March and April, funds 
from the St. John’s pink offering 
envelopes will go toward student 
scholarships.  
 
If you would like to make a contri-
bution toward this worth while 
cause, please use your March/April offering enve-
lopes, or a pink envelope marked March/April spe-
cial offering. Place in the offering plate, drop off or 
mail into the church office. Offering may also be 
made online at www.sjlcl.org; follow the “donate” 
tab on the left-hand side of the homepage 

Call Committee Being Formed 
 

A fter a Church council meeting in early Febru-
ary and subsequent gatherings with church staff, 
the St. John's Lutheran Church Council has de-
cided to call an Associate Pastor to the staff of our 
church.  The Council is looking to form a Call Com-
mittee, which will begin its work immediately follow-
ing Easter.   
 
We seek up to seven adults and one confirmed 
youth member of the congregation to make up the 
committee, along with Pastor Andy.  The commit-
tee will meet initially during the week of Apr. 8-14 
and will begin work with our synod staff, Rev. 
Justin Grimm, soon thereafter.  Hopes are that, 
once a position description is finalized and St. 
John's Ministry Site Profile is updated, the commit-
tee can begin interviewing candidates potentially 
beginning in May and June.   
 
What began two-plus years ago in both the Minis-
try Mapping process and in conversation with 
church consultants, Kairos and Associates, is com-
ing to fruition now.  A staff vacancy in our Youth 
Ministry department and an upcoming senior staff 
retirement have brought us to the threshold of this 
opportunity to re-focus toward our goals of increas-
ing Ministry and Growth at St. John’s.    
 
We really appreciated all of the thoughtful input at 
our recent Vision 2018 A.C.E. session, and the 
Call Committee will be charged with keeping all of 
the diverse thoughts and interests in mind as we 
do this great work.   
 
If you are interested in being on the Associate Pas-
tor Call Committee, please contact Jill before noon 
on March 30 in the church office at (952) 469-
4916.  Names will be collected, a committee will be 
chosen from them by the Council, and we will let 
you know.  Thank you.  We ask God's close and 
rich blessing in this exciting time for our church.   
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Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

T hroughout the season of lent, the Global Mission Team invited families to take home a bank in order to 
support our partners in Muhanga and pray for them. The funds will go to their project of building a medical 
dispensary. The total needed for this project is around $27,000 to complete. You can check out the Global 
Mission Board in the front hallway by Mark if you want to check out our current progress. We are commit-
ted to seeing this project through with our partners. Thank you to all that prayerfully and financially 
supported this project this Lenten season!  

Dear friend I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well 
with you even as your soul is getting along well. 3 John 1:2 

Foundation for Health 

Lenten Bank Project: Foundation for Health  
Returned banks may be placed in the basket in the narthex or the church office. 

Easter  
Worship 

 

Sunday, April 1 
 
7:30, 9:00, and 10:45 
a.m. worship with Holy 
Communion 
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Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

Welcome New Members! 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me  
welcomes the one who sent me. Matthew 10:40 

Milan, Vicky, Bella, Nessa, and Rebecca K. 

Marissa, Scott, and Addison K. Mimi J. 

Not pictured: Darlene E., Eric J., Aaron, Chrissy, Jacob, and Claire W. 
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Our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

 

rowing 

ACE on Sunday Morning 

S t. John’s Sunday morning Worship and Education programming includes opportunities for adults to 
continue faith development—growing our relationship in Jesus Christ. ACE on Sunday Morning features an 
engaging rotation of professional and lay speakers, presenting a variety of topics and allowing for reflection 
on scripture and interaction on matters of faith. ACE meets in the sanctuary 9:40-10:30 am, Bibles are pro-
vided and childcare is available in the nursery. Please join us Sunday mornings as your schedule allows. 

● April 1 – NO ACE on 
Easter Sunday 

 
● April 8 – programming to 

be determined 
 
● April 15 – The Church’s 

Encounter With World Re-
ligions,  

 
Part 1 Dr. Guillermo Hansen, 
Luther Seminary 

 
ACE on Sunday Morning contin-
ues the SJLCL theme of “The 
Year of The Neighbor” with a 
new voice and an important 
global perspective in this two-
part conversation with Luther 
Seminary’s Professor of Theol-
ogy and Global Christianity, Dr. 
Guillermo Hansen. 
 
"A Trinitarian Understanding 
of Different Religious Ends." 
The encounter with other relig-
ions has to take seriously the 
type of ultimacy they envision -- 
usually different from the one 
proclaimed by Christianity. Is 

there a way in which we can 
understand these different ends 
from the perspective of Christian 
doctrine? Surprisingly, our con-
ception of God as a Trinitarian 
God may help us to understand 
the richness of different ultima-
cies, embraced by a God with 
multiple dimensions. 
 
● April 22 – The Church’s 

Encounter With World Re-
ligions, Part 2 

"Lutheran Churches Around 
the World and Their Encoun-
ter With World Relig-
ions."  The gravitational center 
of Lutheranism has shifted in 
this century towards the Global 
South, particularly Asia and Af-
rica. What can we learn from 
their encounter with peoples of 
other faiths? What has been the 
result of the dialogues around 
the world? 
 
Guillermo Hansen is Profes-
sor of Theology and Global 
Christianity at Luther Seminary 
since 2008. Born in Argentina, 
he has taught and lectured in 
several countries in Latin Amer-
ica, Europe, Asia and Africa. He 
has been member of the Coun-
cil of the Lutheran World Fed-
eration and participated in many 
of its research projects. He is 
the author of numerous articles, 
essays, and books, both in 
Spanish and English.  
 
● April 29 – programming to 

be determined 

Dr. Guillermo Hansen 

 

 
 
 

St. John’s Family 
 

 
Baptisms:  
3/25/18  Halley Marie Numedahl 
 
Funerals:  
3/19/18  Paul Allen Oxley 
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St. John’s Grief Support Ministry  

“I lift my eyes to the Mountains..” 
  Psalm 121:1 

 
 Growing our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

WELCA Spring Gathering 
 

T he spring gathering for WELCA will be held on 
the April 19t at 6:30 p.m. We will be having a pro-
ject night for Camp Noah. They are greatly in need 
of fleece blankets to be given to campers this sum-
mer at their different locations. These are children 
that are still struggling with the trauma of last 
year’s hurricanes, floods or fires. At the present 
time we have enough fleece for nine blankets that 
will be cut and tied that evening. Please bring a 
scissors for cutting the stripes to be tied. There will 
be tables set up so that you can sit or raised ta-
bles, if you prefer to stand. All nine blankets should 
be completed within a couple hours. It will be a 
great night of fun and fellowship and a way to 
serve our neighbors. We will have dessert and cof-
fee after the blankets are completed. See you 
there. 

Death and 
Resurrection 

 

H E IS RISEN! Easter is supposed to be a time 
of joy. It is a celebration of life and resurrection—
accentuated with beautiful music, song, praise, 
flowers and gatherings of family and friends. In 
many parts of the country it signals the coming of 
spring and new beginnings. 
 
But wait…what does it signify to the bereaved? 
Does grief and loneliness increase? Do the Easter 
time memories of our departed loved ones over-
whelm us with sadness? Do we want to avoid the 
Easter joy of others? Perhaps…these are common 
and normal reactions, especially for the newly be-
reaved. 
 
How can one journey through this joyous event 
with a heavy load of sorrow?... Take time to grieve, 
to feel your loss and cry if that is what you need to 
do. Then reflect on the solemnity, pain and sorrow 
of Good Friday and the joy that follows. 
 
Try to focus on the central message of Easter—
Christ’s death for our sins and his resurrection with 
the promise of everlasting life. Although this mes-
sage may not erase the pain and loneliness you 
feel now, it will help ease it as time goes on. 
 

May the Easter message bring you hope, 
healing and peace. 

 
        Mary Ann White 
 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever lives and believes will never 
die…” John 11:25-27 

“This, then, is how you should 
pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your king-
dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

today our daily bread. … 
Matthew 6:9-11 
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One another through Christian Fellowship 

 

oving 

Save The Date for the 
Annual Garage Sale 

 

S pring is a great time to start cleaning closets 
and there is no better place to donate your items 
than our third annual Epic Garage Sale. The sale 
will be held July 12 through 14. You might want 
to mention it to family and friends that would like 
to donate to our sale. Nothing can be dropped 
off until after Vacation Bible School in June. 
Watch the newsletter for items that can and can-
not be donated. 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
 
● July 8-13 St. John's is sending youth to camp! 
 
● August 5-10 High school youth will  be on Riv-

erboats. 
 

Sign up online with Sugar Creek to join in the fun! 
Many other weeks and options are available. 

J oin us as we get to know 
each other better, building 
deep relationships that will last 
a lifetime! It is time to sign-up 
to join the fun. 
  
Who is invited to join? Eve-
ryone who desires fellowship 
with our growing family of be-
lievers: young and old, indi-
viduals, couples, and families, 
members and guests. 
 
How to join in? Please com-
plete a sign-up form by May 1. 
You can do so online at 
www.sjlcl.org/signup or on pa-

per; you will find a Beets for 
Eight Box and Beets for Eight 
Sign-Up forms in the narthex. 
 
When will you hear? During 
June, you will hear from a 
member of your new group, 
who will coordinate your first 
gathering. 
 
What can you expect? Gath-
ering at least once every few 
months for flexible and fun fel-
lowship with your small group. 
Sharing conversations over a 
meal, at picnics, while playing 
games, or while experiencing 
events, it is up to you and your 

group what you will decide to 
do. 
  
No beets are required – unless 
you want to serve them! If you 
have questions or would like to 
learn more; we would love to 
hear from you. Find us at St. 
Johns, email us at AllWel-
come@sjlcl.org, or phone us 
at 651-503-0283. We are look-
ing forward to getting to know 
you better - your Beets for 
Eight team: Linda Devitt, 
Judy Tews, Karin Stokes, 
and Darcy Iverson. 

All are Welcome – St. John’s Beets for Eight  

Family Service Opportunity 
A great way to get to know your neighbor! 

 

W e need your family to help host and serve our 
community meal on Wednesdays nights from 5:30-
7:00 p.m. Sign up online at www.sjlcl.org/signup for 
a Wednesday that will work for you. Judy Borchardt 
will contact your family with the details. This is a 
simple way your family can help create the welcom-
ing Christ-filled community we hope all experience 
when in our building. Thank you for your ser-
vice.  The first date we need people is coming 
up, April 4. Please know that families serving are 
not responsible for buying the food. 

 

For where two or three  
gather in my name, there  

am I with them.” 
Matthew 18:20 
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Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 

Parish Nurse Ministry 
Cheryl Springer, RN, PN 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Excerpts from Kaiser Health  
News by Judith Graham 

 

I n April, the government will 
start sending out new Medicare 
cards, launching a massive, 
yearlong effort to alter how 59 
million people enrolled in the 
federal health insurance pro-
gram are identified. Historically, 
Medicare ID cards have been 
stamped with the Social Secu-
rity numbers of members. But 
that has been problematic: If a 
wallet or purse were stolen, a 
thief could use that information, 
along with an address or birth-
date on a driver’s license, to 
steal someone’s identity. Also, 
phone scammers have preyed 
on cardholders by requesting 
their Medicare numbers, giving 
various reasons for doing so. 
People who have fallen for 
these scams have found bank 
accounts emptied, Social Secu-
rity payments diverted, or bills in 
their mailboxes for medical ser-
vices or equipment never re-
ceived. 
 

The new cards address these 
concerns by replacing each 
member’s Social Security num-
ber with a new randomly gener-
ated 11-digit “Medicare num-
ber” (ex. 1EG4-TE5-MK72). 
This will be used to verify eligi-
bility for services and for billing 

purposes going forward. There 
will be a transition period during 
which you can use either your 
new Medicare card or your old 
one; both should work until Dec. 
2019. 
 

Cards will be sent to people on 
a rolling basis over a 12 month 
period ending in April 2019. “If 
your sister who lives in another 
state gets her card before you, 
don’t fret,” the Federal Trade 
Commission explained. Since 
the cards are going out in 
waves, “your card may arrive at 
a different time than hers.” If you 
think Social Security might not 
have your current address, call 
1-800-772-1213 or check your 
on-line Social Security account 
at www.ssa.gov/myaccount/ the 
FTC advised. When your new 
card arrives be sure to shred the 
old card or destroy the social 

security number on the old card. 
 

Scams to be aware of: 
● A caller saying he repre-

sents Medicare or some 
other government agency 
claims to need your bank 
account information so 
Medicare can arrange a 
direct deposit of funds into 
your account. 

● Callers threatening to can-
cel a cardholder’s health 
insurance if they don’t give 
out their current Medicare 
number. 

● A caller claiming that be-
fore a cardholder can get 
the new Medicare card, he 
or she has to pay a certain 
amount  for  a new 
“temporary” card. 

 
Nofziger of AARP said a Medi-
care representative will never 
contact a cardholder by phone 
or email regarding the new 
cards and will never ask for 
money or personal information 
or threaten to cancel your health 
benefits. Don’t give out any in-
formation to callers. If you sus-
pect fraud, report it to the FTC, 
AARP’s helpline, 1-877-908-
3360 or your local Senior Medi-
care Patrol program. 

 

Everything You Need to Know About the 
New Medicare Cards (but beware of scams) 
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Loving one  another through Christian Fellowship 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Spring Prayer Shawl Retreat 
Saturday, April 28 from 9:00 to noon 

 

A ll who have made prayer shawl ministry items 
in the past, or are currently making items, or who 
would like to learn more about this ministry are in-
vited for a morning of Christian fellowship, devo-
tions, sharing and a simple lunch. Please join 
us!!!  
 
There continues to be a supply of the red yarn we 
use for the Affirmation stole in the education/parish 
nurse office. If you are looking for a project to work 
on for the upcoming months stop by and pick up a 
skein. The stoles can be any pattern; knit or cro-
chet; approximately 5-7 inches wide by 60-72 
inches long. 
 
Prayer Shawls are available for yourself, a family 
member or friend (they do not need to be a mem-
ber of St. John’s) whenever there is a need. Just 
ask Cheryl Springer or Alice Anton if you need one. 
We also have them available at all funerals here at 
St. John’s. 

 
BeFriender Ministry 

 
● Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 24 

at 4:30 p.m. 
 

T here is also a worship opportunity with our 
friends and St. John’s members living at High-
view Hills on Wednesday, April 18 at 3:00 p.m. 
The residents always enjoy having our company. 
 
We welcome all who feel a call to this minis-
try! If you would be interested to finding out more 
and meeting the current BeFrienders you are 
invited to visit any of our meetings. Please con-
tact the parish nurse, Cheryl Springer, or Jan 
Paulsen.  

P lease check the bulletin board over the chil-
dren’s coat rack for postings about community 
events, volunteer and education opportunities and 
various local support groups. There are also vari-
ous brochures available on the counter below the 
bulletin board. In addition here are some general 
resources for Dakota County: 
● National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 800-273-

TALK (8255) or for Dakota county-952-891-
7171  

● Dakota County Public Health Dept. (DCPH)  
www.dakotacounty.us 651-554-6100. DCPH 
provides a broad range of services to individu-
als, families and communities to promote and 
protect the health of the residents of Dakota 
County. 

● DARTS-the Loop a circulator bus route for 
Lakeville. Check times and stops 

● ERA- Elder Resource Association-south of the 
river www.erasouth.org 952-707-4120 Promot-
ing area services for older adults and caregiv-
ers 

● Senior Linkage Line-a one stop shop for MN 
seniors www.minnesotahelp.info 1-800-333-
2433 

● Transitions- Family support Services. Contact: 
Barbara Schlatter; 952-270-5877 bschlat-
ter09@gmail.com 

● Jan Can- Helping with life’s chores Contact Jan 
Ingham LLC (licensed and insured) at 612-719-
8072 or jan@jancanhelp.org 

Crafter Thursday 
 

O ur next dates will be: 
 
● April 5 for paper crafts of all sorts. Bring your 

own project to show and work on or help make 
cards for the card ministries.  

● April 26 for needlework of all sorts. We gather 
in the narthex sitting area for a morning of 
stitching and fellowship. 

 
All are welcome! We start at 9:00 a.m. Come when 
you can; stay as long as you want and leave when 
you must. 
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The Fun Begins Here, at St. John's Church!! 

Registration Begins on Palm Sunday. 
 

Monday, June 11 - Friday, June 15 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The cost to attend is $25/child; $65/per 
family registering three or more children. Children ages 4 (who have completed a year of Pre-
School/Daycare) through grade 4 can register. 

 
Older children, 5th grade through high school, and adults can sign up to volunteer at John’s web-

site www.sjlcl.org/VBS scroll down to the form towards the bottom of the page. 
 
A discount on registration will be offered to all parents willing to volunteer. 
 
To register go to www.sjlcl.org/VBS or stop by the VBS table in the narthex on April 22 for Volun-

teer Appreciation Sunday. You can enjoy a sweet treat and find out how to register your child for 
this fun event. For questions or more information please contact Elisa Lande-Brown at 
elisa@sjlcl.org or 952-221-4849. 

The Best Week of  
the Summer  
June 11-15! 

 
Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 
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The Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 

church, our communities, and our world. 

 
iving 

I n August 2017 St. John's sent 
a mission team to be with our 
partner congregation in Mu-
hanga, Tanzania. Each month a 
different member will be sharing 
a story from that experience 
here in the newsletter. We ask 
that you continue to hold our 
partnership in prayer as we con-
tinue to support the sharing of 
the Gospel through the global 
church. 
 

Christie Wright’s 
Story 

 
On Sunday morning, I woke up 
to a beautiful view of the moun-
tains and blue sky. I dressed in 
my Sunday best and walked 
down the dirt road to the new 
church building where we were 
the first to worship with the peo-

ple of the Muhanga Village. Ser-
vice was to start at 10am, but 
we were always on Tanzanian 
time, which meant that the ser-
vice started when everyone ar-
rived. Finally, at 11am, all of the 
village people had arrived and 
the 10 of us walked up front to 
our seats.  
 
The villagers were dressed in 
beautifully bright colors, it is a 
sight I will never forget. At one 
point during the service, the 
people in our group that had 
been there before, were called 
up front to stand in front of the 
congregation. Some of the vil-
lagers walked down the center 
isle and wrapped our group 
members in beautiful fabrics 
called kangas. When that was 
done, the five remaining-first 
timers, were called up front. It 
was my turn to be wrapped in a 

beautiful kanga fabric. The kan-
gas were so bright in color. After 
I was wrapped in my beautiful 
kanga, the villagers took me by 
hand and started dancing all 
around me and of course you 
cannot help but to start dancing 
with them! 
 
I had always been told that I 
was welcome in the village fam-
ily, but it didn’t really hit me until 
the moment I was wrapped in 
the kanga and pulled by hand 
into the group of dancers during 
the beautiful worship service, in 
this brand-new church building, 
where I felt like I was truly a part 
of a new beautiful family. The 
love the people in the village 
showed that morning is very 
hard to write in words, but I will 
keep the feeling and memory of 
those moments during the wor-
ship service with me forever.  
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Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 

church, our communities, and our world. 

Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored  
Students in Tanzania 

Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 
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30-Hour Famine 

3 0-Hour Famine Lock-In May 4, 5:00 p.m. – 
May 5, 7:00 p.m. Raise money. Go hungry. Save 
lives. middle school and high school youth will as-
sume the identity of a child suffering from hunger 
and form tribes to compete in hunger related chal-
lenges You will also learn first-hand some of the 
struggles people dealing with hunger face everyday 
as well as how we are called to respond. We will be 
going to Feed My Starving Children and also be 
doing some service projects during the lock-in to 
address hunger locally as well. Adults are needed 
to help with this event! Watch upcoming Sunday 
bulletins for how to donate or join the team. 

S t. John’s is  working with 
CATCH (Coalition for Affordable 
Transitional Community Hous-
ing) and sponsoring a family in 
one of their transitional housing 
units in Lakeville.  The house-
holds pay 30% of their income 
for the housing; the family can 
stay in this apartment for a 
maximum of two years. 
 
The goal of CATCH is to share 
information and offer friendship, 
encouragement, and support to 
persons, which enables them to 
take positive steps to maintain 
their housing and self-reliance.  

It is the explicit goal of the 
CATCH housing program to pro-
vide, develop, promote and 
maintain safe, clean, accessible, 
and affordable housing for peo-
ple with low and limited incomes 
in Dakota County.   
 
The unit that St. John’s is spon-
soring is located at 203rd and 
Iberia approximately 3/4 of a 
mile west of church next to 
Hometown Auto.  The family in 
there now is moving out in 
March so we will need people to 
paint and clean this one-
bedroom apartment before the 
next family moves in.  Watch for 

the date, sometime in April, of 
when we will need volunteers 
for this project. Besides getting 
the apartment ready for the new 
family, ongoing needs may be 
that they need donated furni-
ture, rides, donated gift cards, 
etc.  As we become aware of 
this family’s needs, we will in-
form the congregation and ask 
for assistance.   
 
Thanks in advance for helping 
with this new project that St. 
John’s is undertaking. 

St. John’s is Embarking on a New Adventure to  
Help our Neighbors! 

LOVE GOD. SERVE THE HUNGRY. DO THE FAMINE. 

gage Fund contributions exceed year-to-date Mort-
gage Fund expenses by over $1,400, continuing 
the strong financial performance of the Mortgage 
Fund in 2018. 
 
While our January net cash position improved 
modestly, our net cash position declined in Febru-
ary as a result of offerings and gifts received being 
lower than projected. This is not an unusual experi-
ence for February and our cash balance remains 
comparable to where it was at the beginning of the 
year. We’ll monitor this closely in the coming 
months to ensure that any budget challenges are 
addressed promptly. 
 
The members of the Ministry Finance Team are 
always available and willing to answer any financial 
related questions or provide information about the 
financial operations of St. John’s. Contact the 
Church office to be put in touch with a Ministry Fi-
nance Team member or if you see Barry Fick, 
Mark Gelle, Carla Haugen, Mike Sobota Lisa 
Drogemuller, Andy Schultz, Ron Robinson or 
Brad Paulson in church, don’t hesitate to talk with 
them for additional information. As always, we en-
courage you to remain faithful in your giving as the 
year unfolds. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Deacons on Duty 
4/1 7:30: Iverson, Iverson 
 9:00: Fick, Fuerniss 
 10:45: Fick, Wright 
4/8 Iverson, Iverson/Wright, 
 Haukoos 
4/15 Buckley, Wright/Risdal, 
 Wright 
4/22 Nielsen, —/Risdal, 
 Fuerniss 
4/29 —/— 
 
Communion Servers 
4/1 7:30: Schaller, Johnson, 
 Fick, Williamschen,  
 Springer 
 9:00: Moller, Barth, 
 Anderson, Wright,  
 Casperson 
 10:45: Wood, Gustafson, 
 Howell, Howell, White 
4/15 Hartwig, Hartwig, Nelson/
 Wigley, Wigley, Hanson 
 
Greeters  
4/1 7:30: Manninen 
 9:00: P. Meyer family 
 10:45: Gustafson 
4/8 J. Nelson/D. Knuston 
4/15 D. Nelson/Lindquist 
4/22 Schaller/Moe 
4/29 D. Nelson/Gustafson 
 
 

Pew Preparation 
Week one: Ziller 
Week two: Manninen 
Week three: Welsch 
Week four: Anolik 
Week five: Zakrzewski 
 
Readers 
4/1 7:30: W. Meyer 
 9:00: Sandy Sandberg 
 10:45: Brown 
4/8 Fick/— 
4/15 Pierson/Milbradt 
4/22 Sobota/Engwall 
4/29 Schaller/P. Wigley 
 
Worship Set-up 
4/1 Barth, Kranig, Haukoos 
4/8 TBA 
4/15 TBA 
4/22 TBA 
4/29 TBA 
 
Usher Teams 
4/1 7:30: Knutson 
 9:00: Grimm 
 10:45: Major 
4/8 Pasvogel/Schultz 
4/15 Knauff/Paulson 
4/22 Hammer/Wright 
4/29 Lehmann/Anderson 
 
 
 

Sound Technicians 
4/1 7:30: Barth 
 9:00: R. Wright 
 10:45: Nelson 
4/8 Casperson/Garlock 
4/15 B Wright/Anderson 
4/22 R Wright/Casperson 
4/29 Aakre/B. Wright 
 
Coffee Servers 
Team Captain: Alice Anton 
Members: Bright, Larson, 
Knutson, Enggren 

 

Those Aiding our Worship 
 

Thank You! 

Sunday  
Worship: 8:30 and 

10:45 a.m.  
 

● Easter services: 
7:30, 9:00, 10:45 
a.m.  

 

Reminders will be sent out 
via email. 

6th grade 
Crucifer 

7th grade 
Acolyte 

8th grade 
Greeter 

9th grade 
Usher 

 
In John 10, what metaphor does Jesus use to 
describe himself?  
 
 

 
A. “I am the gate …”  
B. “I am the good shepherd …”  
C. Both A and B  
D. Neither A nor B  

 
 
 

Answer: C (See John 10:9, 11.)  
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Administrator: Judith Nyssen 
Youth Director: TBD 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Parish Nurse: Cheryl Springer 
Children's Ministry Director:   
 Nicole Major 
Children’s Ministry assistant: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery: Katlyn Major, Sydnee 
 Wright 
Facility assistant: David Nyssen 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (3rd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-9th) & 
Firelight Singers (K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
Organist: Shirley Peterson 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Barry Fick 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
 

Member Relations & Events 
 Kimberly Underwood 
 

Evangelism 
 Dennis & Darcy Iverson 

 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

Compassion 
 Dave, Lisa Horn 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Linda Nielsen 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Christie Wright 
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