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“We are here to share and celebrate the saving power of Jesus Christ.” 
 

KNOW – GROWING – LOVING – LIVING 

St. John’s Journal 

"The gifts he gave were that some would be apos-
tles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pas-
tors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ...." 

Ephesians 4:11-12 
  

D ear SJLCL members and friends, 
 
These have always been some of the most impor-
tant words in the Bible related to our Christian life 
together as a congregation. Clearly, God places 
strong spiritual gifts in people to help lead the 
whole ministry of a church. As you can see, not all 
who are called to serve in key ways in churches 
are pastors. Many are lay people who are empow-
ered and gifted to serve God's people effectively. 
It's always been this way in the church. Whether 
we are pastors or not, all of us are called by God 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit to help equip 
others to serve in the church, ultimately to build up 
the body of Christ.    
 
We have two staff people retiring this month, both 
of whom have been gifts to this congregation. We 
are grateful to God they answered God's call. Judy 
Nyssen has worked at St. John's for over 32 years. 
She started in the office but, for the last 18 years, 
has been Administrator of the congregation. She 
has been a treasured member of the staff and con-
gregation. She has shared her gifts generously 
and abundantly and has shown a genuine and 
deep love for the church. She has had the chal-
lenge of working with several of us pastors over 
the years, as well, and has fared just fine, so, 
Judy, we know you are an especially strong, able 
person! Judy will be retiring June 30. We will have 
a special congregational celebration for Judy on 

Sunday, July 1, after the 10:00 am service to thank 
her for her work. And, we will look forward to con-
tinuing to share with her in St. John's ministry. 
 
Also retiring this summer is Parish Nurse, Cheryl 
Springer. Cheryl has been Parish Nurse for 6 
years and has been so very effective in her work in 
homebound visitation, blood pressure assess-
ments and conversations about health matters, 
programming that includes balance workshops and 
blood drives, and a host of other group events cen-
tered on crafts and knitting which provide ministry 
to folks in the congregation. Cheryl has rich gifts in 
being a calming presence, a voice of joy and hope, 
and a person of deep faith. Cheryl, we are thankful 
to God for your ministry and will continue to cher-
ish your presence here at church. We thank you 
for your years of answering God's call here at St. 
John's, as well.  
 
Finally, we welcome a new staff person this June: 
Todd Martin, our new custodian. Todd came 
aboard May 21 and will be working in the areas of 
facility cleaning, event set-up, and facility light 
maintenance and care. Todd's position is a half-
time position, so you will see him around church 
often. Todd, we are excited to welcome you to the 
staff and to St. John's Lutheran Church!  
 
As we greet summer, I look forward to seeing you 
in our congregation in worship. Summer is an es-
pecially joyful and laid-back time. Please include 
Sunday worship in your summer schedule. You are 
all integral parts of building up the body of Christ 
here at St. John's. See you in church!  
 
With joy, 
Pastor Andy 
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Need a Phone Number of  
a St. John’s Member?  

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 
for contact information. Phone directories 
are also available in the narthex. 

Prayer Requests 

S t. John’s members and any others who 
may be in need of prayer may be placed on St. 
John’s Prayer Chain by calling Diane Hammer 
or emailing to d_hammer@charter.net 
 
Prayer requests may be included in our public 
prayers on Sunday morning by calling the 
church office during the week or by submitting 
the request to Pastor Andy in writing prior to the 
service. 
 

All Prayer Chain request are confidential. 

www.sjlcl.org 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Judy Nyssen: judy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 
 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Shirley Peterson: shirley@sjlcl.org 
 

Todd Martin: todd@sjlcl.org 
 

Kayla Damiano: kayla@sjlcl.org 

“Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the 

message there also…” 
 

Mark 1:38 
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Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

 

nowing 
Update from the Ministry  

Finance Team 
 

W e’ve completed the first four months of 2018 
and the trends observed in the first months of the 
year continue. Seasonally adjusted revenues con-
tinue to lag budget projections, but expenses re-
main well contained, in large part due to staff levels 
being lower than budgeted, which keeps expenses 
below budget. The net result is that overall financial 
performance through April remains positive. 
 
April 2018 General and Benevolence Fund contri-
butions and program income of $55 thousand ex-
ceeded ministry expenses of $49 thousand, a net 
positive of around $6 thousand. On another positive 
note, for the first 4 months of 2018, the combined 
General and Benevolence Fund contributions and 
gifts total $211 thousand and for the same 3-month 
period operating expenses are $200 thousand, 
which is a $11 thousand cumulative positive cash 
flow for 2018 to the end of April.  
 
The result of operations for the first four months of 
2018 has resulted in a cash flow improvement of 
$11 thousand at April 30 compared to January 1. 
The challenge continues to be that gifts and contri-
butions are lagging projections. For the Jan – April 
period, contributions and gifts are approximately 
$24.7 thousand below budget. For the same period, 
expenses are approximately $8 thousand lower 
than budget. The combination of revenue shortfalls, 
offset by lower than budgeted expenses, results in 
an overall shortfall for the January to April period of 
just under $17 thousand compared to budget. 
 
Contributions to the mortgage fund through April 
continue their positive trend. For the year to date 
Mortgage Fund contributions exceed year-to-date 
Mortgage Fund expenses by nearly $5,800, a 
$1,000 improvement over the first quarter cumula-
tive performance. We again give our thanks to eve-
ryone for their ongoing diligence in this area. 
 
While all of this is good news, we are monitoring a 
potential challenge to our financial picture during 
the next few months. For the first quarter of 2018, 
General and Benevolence Fund actual revenues 
are around 8% lower than budgeted. Operating ex-
penses for the same 3-month period are lower than 
budgeted due mainly to the open Youth Director 

(Continued on page 20) 

Special Giving Opportunities 
June Pink Offering Envelopes 

 

T he May and June funds from 
the St. John’s pink offering enve-
lopes will go toward the Loaves 
and Fishes program. 
 
St. John’s will be serving a 
monthly meal at Easter Lutheran 
by the Lake in Eagan to those in need. St. John’s 
will provide the meal and volunteers. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward this 
worth while cause, please use your June offering 
envelopes, or a pink envelope marked June spe-

(Continued on page 20) 

An update from the  
Associate Pastor  
Call Committee 

 

W e have had three meetings, two of which 
included Pastor Justin Grimm from the Synod. We 
updated and finalized the Ministry Site Profile, and 
created and finalized the Position Description. At 
the April Council meeting, we received the charge 
to seek and call an ordained pastor in the ELCA, 
with 0 - 3 years of experience, to serve as Associ-
ate Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church. This past 
week we received three candidate names from the 
Synod. For two of the candidates, this would be 
their first call. The third candidate is finishing up 
their third year as an ordained pastor.  
 
We ask for your continued prayers, that we will be 
led by the Holy Spirit to discern who will best meet 
the needs as St. John’s as our Associate Pastor.  
 
Thank you, 
Rol Anderson, Emily Grossman, Matthew Holzer, 
David Metty, Lisa Meyer, Cory Paulsen, Steve 
Pierson, Pastor Andy and Fran Wood 
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F inancial Records Analyst at St. John's Lutheran Church, Lakeville. 10-15 hours per week. Com-
petitive wage. Some work may be able to be done remotely. Call Pastor Andy Smith with inquiries at 
952-469-4916 or pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 
POSITION DESCRIPTION 
PERSONNEL POLICIES STATEMENT: The employees of this church, in their services—both within 
the congregation and in the fulfillment of the church’s mission in the world—shall carry out the duties 
to which they are assigned in faithfulness to the faith and mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, and St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
Proposed: April 2018  
TITLE: FINANCIAL RECORDS ANALYST 
REPORTS TO: Senior Pastor – Direct Report 
Treasurer – Indirect Report 
_____________________________________________________________  
POSITION SUMMARY 
The primary function of this position is the recording and keeping of all financial records including the 
receipts and disbursements of the Congregation. In addition, the Financial Records Analyst prepares 
all reports for the treasurer, as needed, to show financial performance of the church. 
Status: Part-time, 10-15 hours per week 
Ministry Team: Ministry Finance 
PRINCIPAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACCOUNTABILITIES 
I. Weekly Duties: 
A. Reconciles offerings to deposits prepared by weekly counters.  
B. Enter, post, prepare, print, and distribute weekly offerings reconciling reports to Senior Pastor, Con-
gregation President, Ministry Finance Team chair, Treasurer, and others as directed by the Senior 
Pastor. 
 
II. Semi-monthly Duties: 
A. Compute payroll, records time off, and prepares checks. This should migrate 
to direct deposit sooner than later. 
B. Review invoices, comparing them to the orders for accuracy. 
C. Prepare checks or uses electronic bill-pay for payment of invoices and post to the correct accounts. 
Coordinate obtaining dual-signature for all checks and review of all electronic bill-pay transactions.  
 
III. Monthly Duties: 
A. Remit payroll taxes to proper taxing agency. 
B. Administer employee benefits via Portico 
C. Reconcile bank statements and account balances to the ledger accounts. 
D. Prepare monthly financial statements for the treasurer, showing receipts, disbursements, compari-
son to budget, cash flow, and account balances. 
E. Prepare General Journal entries and record all accrual entries. 
F. When requested, prepare financial projections. 
G. Answer all questions to the treasurer's or Ministry Finance Team’s satisfaction regarding recording 
and keeping of all SJLCL financial matters. 
H. Make sure all internal controls have been followed. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Friends, here is a very good job opportunity for you 
or someone in your orbit:  
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IV. Quarterly Duties: 
A. Prepare quarterly individual member contribution statements with timely information on contribu-
tions to the general fund, building/mortgage fund, and other special offerings, expanding this to elec-
tronic reports for members who request it. 
B. File quarterly payroll tax reports. 
 
V. Yearly Duties: 
A. Complete year-end payroll reporting. 
B. Complete year-end closing of accounting records and prepare year-end 
financial statements audit, mortgage bank, congregational Annual Report and others as required. 
C. Prepare for audits. 
 
VI. Occasional Duties: 
A. Maintain records of special gifts and send appropriate acknowledgements. 
B. Work as required with the Pastor, Council, staff, and lay members. 
C. Meet regularly with Senior Pastor and/or Treasurer and/or Ministry Finance Team chair to review a 
sample of transactions prepared under sections I, II, III, IV, and VI  
 
VII. General qualifications, skills, and gifts: 
A. Ability to maintain confidentiality in all matters. 
B. Working knowledge of accounting software, including QuickBooks, SJLCL membership software, 
and Microsoft Office applications. 
C. Appreciation for unique setting of church office and ability to quickly 
understand how the church functions. 
D. Self-motivated and able to carry out responsibilities with limited supervision. 
E. Requires strong background in double entry accounting and production of financial statements. 
F. Required to follow internal controls. 
G. Organizational skills in project management and delegation. Ability to work on multiple projects and 
complete tasks in a time-constrained environment 
H. Ability to work effectively under pressure. 
I. Ability to work collaboratively with pastors, staff, and parishioners; has a sense of team spirit. 
J. Active member of a Christian congregation, committed to the vision, values, and beliefs of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
K. Performance will be reviewed annually by Senior Pastor, Administration and HR Team, with input 
from Treasurer and Ministry Finance Team chair 
 
Working Conditions: 
The position of Financial Records Analyst is an at-will, part time position, with time requirements esti-
mated at 10-12 hours per week, with 15 hours per week maximum. This position is paid hourly in the 
amount of ($____/hr.). The position is deemed to be an employee of St. John’s Lutheran Church for 
federal and State of Minnesota tax purposes.  
 
The Financial Records Analyst should exhibit and inspire an ongoing spirit of community and inclusiv-
ity within the congregation. The Financial Records Analyst will be a team player working for the good 
of the whole body and will take care to offer support and encouragement to other staff and church 
members. The Financial Records Analyst is encouraged to have a personal discipline of devotion, 
prayer, and study. The Financial Records Analyst abides by the Staff Covenant of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church. The Financial Records Analyst position is required to undergo a criminal background check. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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God in My Life 

2018 Compassion Team  
Scholarship Awards  

 

 

O n Graduation 

Sunday, June 3, the 

following students will 

receive a scholarship 

after having submitted 

an essay entitled “God 

in My Life.” 

 

The scholarships funds 

are provided by the 

Compassion Team and 

generous contributions 

from the March/April 

pink envelopes 

offerings. 
 

 Abby Afdahl 
 Mitchell Cozad 
 Anna Fuerniss 
 Grace Geertsema 
 Tyler Holzer 
 Natalie Meyer 

Mitchell Cozad 
 

I  believe God plays a role in my 
life as well as everyone’s life, it’s 
only a matter of how much a per-
son allows him to. God has played 
a very prominent role throughout 
my life so far, and he will continue 
to play that role in the future. God 
is someone who is always there to 
talk when I’m feeling overwhelmed 
or stressed, God is someone who 
loves me unconditionally, and God 
is someone who will always be 
there for me. 
 
Church has been a very important 
part of my family. From participat-
ing in Sunday school and youth 
group, to affirming my belief at St. 
John’s, I have always been encour-
aged to participate and to build my 

relationship with God. I participated 
in the youth group at St. John’s and 
that was one of the best experi-
ences in my life. Working with my 
peers and adults in the youth group 
enhanced my relationship with God 
to a higher level. The youth experi-
ence I had is something that I will 
always hold dear to my heart. 
Whether I’m reminiscing the multi-
ple lock-ins, Wednesday sessions, 
or 30 Hour Famines, or I’m remem-
bering the memories and lessons I 
learned on mission trips up north 
and to Red Lake. The Red Lake 
mission trip personally changed 
me, it happened during a time in 
my life when I was starting to lose 
my faith, and have it be overshad-
owed by other activities, but going 
to Red Lake, talking about God, 
and seeing first-hand how much 
poverty and struggle can affect an 

(Continued on page 7) 

Mitch Cozad 
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entire community, it changed 
me. It showed me a whole new 
side of the world that I had 
never even seen before. Build-
ing bonds and seeing pure joy 
and happiness from the children 
and adults at the Red Lake res-
ervation turned my whole life 
around. How can a community 
who struggles so much still be 
as happy and joyful as they are 
right now? Then it hit me, it was 
because of God. God played a 
role in all of these people’s lives 
and it was about time I make a 
change too. The trip to the Red 
Lake reservation will always be 
in my memory and will always 
be close to my heart for how it 
changed me and how it 
changed my viewpoint on God 
in the world.  
 
I continue to talk to God when-
ever I have a chance. I pray to 
God at school, at home, at 
church, before I eat, and when I 
go to bed. I keep my baptismal 
cross in my room right next to 
my bedroom door so whenever I 
leave I’ll always know that God 
is with me everywhere I go. At 
many points in my life I have felt 
like I’m not good enough to suc-
ceed or that I don’t compare to 
other people that I know. These 
insecurities that haunt me al-
ways find a way to creep up on 
me and put me in a deep hole 
that can just seem impossible to 
get out of. In these moments I 
talk to God because I know he 
is always there to listen and 
comfort me in my times of need. 
I know that God will always be 
there to help me out of that hole 
and keep me strong. My family 
has gone through very tough 
times as well. Job loss, sick-
ness, death, failure, horrific inci-
dents, and painful experiences. 
But through all that, God has 
and will always be there to love 

us and listen to us and our prob-
lems, and comfort us as we 
struggle to get through life. So 
how is God in my life? What role 
does God play in my life? God 
means everything to me, he’s a 
great friend that is always willing 
to talk, he’s a father figure there 
to comfort me in a time of need, 
God is someone I can proudly 
put all of my faith in because I 
know that he will never give up 
on me. God is someone who I 
will always have a special bond 
with and who I continue to have 
a bond with as my life ad-
vances. In a word, God truly is 
great. 
 

Grace Geertsema 
 

R ecently, God has been im-
portant in my life not because 
God is significantly present in 
my life, but because God exists 
after life. God has become a 
path through grief and loss. 
Whether it be failure, loneliness, 
or death, religion exists once I’m 
left with less.  
 
High school has been an enor-
mous challenge but has given 
me more than just a well-
balanced education. There have 
been struggles with balancing 
everything. And I mean every-
thing. Between 7 extracurricular 
activities, advanced placement 
classes, and an ever growing 
social life, the pressure of 
school became a bigger burden 
than I intended. No matter how 
hard I tried to be successful in 
everything I did, it was impossi-
ble. When failure became too 
much to hold, I could look back 
to the values that stem from re-
ligion and made me who I am. 
Without believing that a higher 
power had a plan, the thought 
that my losses were always my 

fault would have crushed me. 
Still to this day, I believe that 
more can be learned through 
living a life of love and faith than 
the most rigorous chemistry 
course.  
 
In life, there will always be times 
when you are alone. For better 
or for worse. Even though 
peace and quiet can be benefi-
cial, the key is everything in 
moderation. Then there are 
times when you are the only one 
even if you didn’t choose to be. 
God is the one thing that makes 
that statement false. Whether 
you believe the spirit of God fol-
lows you into the grocery store 
or just that the idea of God is 
there to comfort you, loneliness 
is a choice because solidarity is 
a fallacy. When people leave, 
cities change, and leaves fall, 
the one thing that doesn’t go 
away is God’s forgiveness and 
love for you. And that has made 
this small world much more full. 
 
Compared to the more aged 
person, I haven’t even scraped 
the surface when it comes to the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Grace Geertsema 
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idea of death. I don’t have a re-
tirement plan, I don’t have a 
cemetary plot, and my will is 
nonexistent. But I have lost rela-
tives. I’ve lost friends. I’ve lost 
small and furry best friends. Life 
always seems to move faster 
when you’re frozen in grief. The 
Bible gives us ways to deal with 
grief, but nothing makes death 
come back and fix every wrong 
it’s done. That’s why God gave 
us babies. And spring. And pup-
pies. And even the promise that 
if we can get through it all, eve-
rything will wait for us where 
God is. That, in and of itself, 
gives more comfort than we 
could ever deserve. 
I know my life isn’t as dedicated 
to my faith as many others. I 
often go against my religion and 
strongly disagree with many of 
its opinions. But my values and 
qualities that make me who I am 
all came from a world that en-
courages love, peace, and hap-
piness, even if the example isn’t 
always set. My generation will 
continue to evolve and grow for 
better or for worse, but God has 
and always will be there to ac-
commodate this beloved crea-
tion we call home...even if I 
can’t see it with living eyes. 
 

Tyler Holzer 
 

A lways with us, picking us up 
when we are down. God has 
always been by my side 
throughout life, through thick 
and thin. Growing up in my faith 
journey at St. John’s, I’ve begun 
to realize and learn more and 
more about who God is, and all 
of what He is doing for me, 
whether I truly realize it or not. 
 
The impression of God in my life 
has shifted and changed from 

since I was young, gaining in-
sight and knowledge as I grew 
up in the church. Through the 
blessing of Sunday School, my 
faith journey lifted off, being in 
the loving community of St. 
John’s, learning and growing 
into a more full understanding of 
what it means to be a child of 
God, and how to best follow and 
exemplify what it is to be a 
Christian. Through this early 
education, I learned the stories 
of the Bible, what they meant to 
me, and how they can impact 
me in some way or another in 
my life. To learn about God 
through the guidance of Sunday 
School and Affirmation, I be-
came closer to God and learned 
that being a Christian is more 
than coming to church on Sun-
day. While learning about God 
and what He means for me, I 
grew to realize just how much 
He plays a part in my day to day 
life, more than I could ever 
imagine. Through the youth pro-
grams of St. John’s I got to carry 
on God’s message through 
reaching out to the community 
to spread the faith and bring 
happiness to others. To be able 
to serve as a part of the church 
and grow within it, being guided 
by God, has been one of the 
biggest blessings of my life. 
Through the opportunities to 
volunteer at St. John’s through 
sending birthday cards to 
church members, participating 
in youth group, and leading the 
Project Purpose outreach pro-
gram to the residents at the 
Trinity Care Center, I have 
grown to realize how God has 
wanted us to spread love and 
happiness to others. 
 
Knowing that God is always 
there for me and pushing me in 
the right direction is reassuring 
to know and feel heading off into 

the next phase of my life. Deu-
teronomy 31:6 states, “be strong 
and courageous. Do not fear or 
be in dread...for it is the Lord 
your God who goes with you. 
He will not leave you or forsake 
you.” Knowing that God is al-
ways watching over me, protect-
ing and guiding me, shows that 
His love is forever within me, 
and energizes me with passion, 
love, and happiness every day 
for those around me. 
 
God has been the rock of my 
life, being the presence I need 
to succeed, grow, and mature 

as a Christian and child of God. 
God is present within me and all 
around me, through my family 
and friends standing by my side, 
and the teachers, mentors, and 
peers who help lead me on the 
right path that God has set for 
us. Through the love of God 
shown all around me, I have 
realized how truly blessed I am 
to be a child of God and follower 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

Tyler Holzer 
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Natalie Meyer 
 

L ooking at the twenty plus 
three to four year olds sitting in 
front of me, I froze. How in the 
world could I teach them about 
God’s amazing love? Frankly, I 
couldn’t even get them to sit 
still. Flying off random ideas 
Anna Fuerniss and I had at-
tempted to make our own les-
son plan for VBS bible study. 
With some sugar, string and 
other items the best words 
came from one of the students 
at the end of the day “Jesus 
loves me!” Success. 
 
At a young age, I was taught 
through songs and crafts that 
Jesus loves me. From Sunday 
School, Sunshine singers, VBS, 
and church services I’ve been 
present at St. John's for almost 
eighteen years. However, as I 
grew up I learned how to be 
mentally present at church as 
well. The transformation of doo-
dling during sermons to listen-
ing, my faith began to mature.  
 

The transition between Sunday 
school to Wednesday night 
classes became my next step in 
my faith. As a competitive gym-
nast, I spent a large portion of 
my childhood in the gym train-
ing. But Wednesday nights were 
reserved for affirm classes. Not 
only did these classes help grow 
my faith through new parables 
but also it offered time in my 
week to stop and decompress. 
This pause in my busy schedule 
allowed me to see how God was 
working in my life. Expanding 
my faith from Sunday services 
to Wednesday nights allowed 
my understanding of God’s 
message to grow through break-
ing down the Bible as a group.  
 
After affirming my baptism, my 
Wednesday nights became 
seemingly desolate. After a time 
of celebrating my faith I seemed 
to enter a rut, my faith lacked 
the weekly group discussions 
and songs. When Ruthie ap-
proached me the following sum-
mer about becoming a junior 
guide for affirm students I 
quickly accepted. This opportu-
nity once again enlightened me 
on God’s presence in my life. 
For the past two years I have 
been able to share my faith, 
guide others in theirs and con-
tinue to expand my own. Matur-
ing to walk by faith rather than 
sight, I hoped to spread and to 
continuing to spread the fulfill-
ment of God’s message and 
unending love. 
 
Within the eighteen years of my 
life and looking toward my future 
I continue to remember that 
“God’s love never gives up on 
God’s people,” a message often 
highlighted and reviewed by 
Pastor Helland. This message 
became illustrated later on for 
me while attending FCA at my 

school as one of my peers de-
scribed God as an evergreen 
tree. No matter the temperature 
or amount of sun or snow, ever-
greens continue to stand tall just 
as God’s love and presence has 
in my life. 
 

Abby Afdahl 
 

G od has always been in my 
life. He wipes away my tears 
and laughs along with me. He is 
a rock next to me, and holds me 
up. God is one person who will 
never leave me stranded, even 
if all hope is lost. 
 
One time God was really by my 
side was last year. Friendships 
were rough, school was difficult, 
and I felt like I had nothing left to 
give. Every piece of me was 
ripped apart and given to some-
one who needed help with what 
they were going through. I didn’t 
think the stress and worry would 
come to an end. Then, like a 
cloud moving away from the 
sun, God was there for me. He 

(Continued on page 10) 

Abby Afdahl 

 
Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

Natalie Meyer 
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showed me that no matter what 
the devil throws my way, no 
matter what hardships I go 
through, He would be there, 
give whatever he can to me so I 
can continue to help others, 
while also helping myself. 
 
Another time God was there 
was when I was diagnosed with 
anxiety. The shaking hands, the 
pit in my stomach, the knot in 
my throat that would never go 
away. These things felt like they 
would never go away. There 
was no reason for me not to 
hide from the world, as it felt like 
something was wrong with me 
in other people’s eyes. But God 
pulled through yet again. Never 
once did I think I would need 
God as a crutch, but he sup-
ported me throughout that, and 
has held me up ever since. My 
shaking hands are quieted by 
his love, and my racing mind 
slowed. Even now, when anxi-
ety attacks rarely come up, he 
shows me the light at the end of 
the tunnel, and frees me from 
the cage my mind locks me in. 
He shows me I’m worth it every 
single day, and makes me be-
lieve it. 
 
God doesn’t necessarily work in 
mysterious ways. He works 
through friends, family, and 
even strangers to help brighten 
a dark day. The simplest ges-
tures come through him, and 
help us see the joy of the world 
he created. 
 

Anna Fuerniss 
 

W hen I look back at my 
childhood I can always remem-
ber attending church every Sun-
day with my family. This meant 
waking up at 7:30 am to put on 

my nice clothes and packing in 
the car by 8:00 to get to church 
on time. Back then I really did 
not think a whole lot about what 
it meant to be going to church. I 
realized that pastor was always 
talking about this God guy and 
another guy named Jesus but 
other than that it was really just 
an opportunity for me as an ele-
mentary schooler to see my 
family and church friends. As 
the years went on, and I be-
came more involved in church, I 
started to understand why God 
was so great. I was involved in 
Affirm, Summer Stretch, teach-
ing Sunday School and VBS, 
and the occasional youth group. 
But even as I started to under-
stand God and what he was all 
about it all still seemed sort of 
not realistic or personal. I was 
just going through the motions 
of “believing in God.” I knew I 
was supposed to and my par-
ents had taught me to pray and 
why we go to church, but I really 
did not feel like I knew God.  
 
Before I knew it my freshman 
year of high school was over, 
and I was on to my first mission 
trip. We were going to the Red 
Lake Indian reservation to par-

ticipate in a week of service 
work. From the moment we ar-
rived we could tell it was going 
to be a life changing week. I had 
never been on an Indian reser-
vation, so it was all new to me. 
About halfway through the 
week, on Wednesday morning 
we were told that we would be 
helping out at a women’s shelter 
that day.  
 
Once we arrived, we began 
cleaning all around the building. 
Half of us inside, cleaning the 
kitchen and the other half of us 
outside, cleaning up the yard. I 
happened to be inside cleaning 
in the kitchen when one of the 
women who lived there came 
running in. She asked me if I 
would help her by watching her 
children while she went to the 
hospital. I was not sure what to 
say, so I asked Ruthie if I was 
supposed to keep cleaning or if I 
could help this woman. She told 
me and another girl that we 
should watch these children for 
a while until we had to leave. 
So, we went into the playroom 
to meet the children. There were 
two young boys there. One 
looked to be about two years old 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 20) Anna Fuerniss 

 
Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Congratulations, Affirm Class of 2018 

 Johnny Blichfeldt 
 Jakob Brown 
 Carsen Conover 
 Justin Geertsema 
 Jack Gray 
 Kobe Hwong 
 Samuel Illies 
 Olivia Johnson 

 Afton Kalina 
 Kathryn Lardy 
 Jack Mahoney 
 Julia Market 
 Amanda Meyer 
 Kaitlyn Miller 
 Kade Paulson 
 Emma Stanek  

 Rowan Stehley 
 Mia Stram 
 Nolan Telthoester 
 Jasmine Weidemann 
 Iona Welsch 
 Theron Wendt 
 Megan Wesolowski 

Congratulations, Graduating Class of 2018 
● Abigail Afdahl 
● Ryan Aldrich 
● Christian Brott 
● Jacob Casperson 
● Mitchell Cozad 
● Kelby Drogemuller 
● Anna Fuerniss 
● Grace Geertsema 
● Tyler Holzer 
● Briahna Illies 

● Joshua Jensen 
● Brett Johnson 
● Sofie Johnson 
● Tyler Johnston 
● Ryan Kamleiter 
● Sean Kirby 
● Carter Knutson 
● Triston Larson 
● Hannah Lundblad 
● Andrew Mack 

● John Marek 
● Anna Maust 
● Allison McKinney 
● Natalie Meyer 
● Logan Murphy 
● Nathan Rongitsch 
● Clarice Wendt 
● Andrew Whipple 
● Kallie Zillmer 

 
Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 
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Our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

 

rowing 

Top 40 Hymns  
Summer Countdown 

 

F or four weeks in April and May members of the 
St. John's Lutheran congregation were asked to 
vote for five of their favorite hymns in the ELW hym-
nal.  Starting on June 4 we will be counting down 
the 40 hymns receiving the most votes all the way 
to September 2.  Each Sunday will feature three 
hymns: opening, hymn of the day, and send-
ing.  Hymns outside of the Top 40 that received 
votes will be sung during Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays as "honorable mentions."  We will take a 
break from the countdown on Sunday, July 1 as we usually sing from the patriotic hymns to observe Inde-
pendence Day.   
 
This a great opportunity to spend the summer celebrating our favorite hymns, so stay tuned each week in 
the summer to see which hymns will be sung next.  Stay tuned for the July, August, and September news-
letters as we review and reveal the Top 40 Countdown list. 

to the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

T his summer's ELCA National Youth Gathering is entitled, "This 
Changes Everything." This theme is based on Ephesians 2:8: "For 
by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not of 
your own doing; it is the gift of God." 10 high school youth from St. 
John's and three adult chaperones will be leaving for Houston, TX, 
on June 26 and returning July 2. This is the first time in recent 
memory youth from St. John's have participated in the Youth 
Gathering. We are thrilled! So many in the congregation have sup-
ported these youth and adults via fundraisers and prayer over the 
course of the last year. Please accept and know our gratitude! We 
invite you to be in church on Sunday, June 24, at either the 8:30 
or 10:00 am service to share in a very special blessing and send-
off for these thirteen people:  

● Logan Carroll 
● Brianna Carroll 
● Brooke Howell 
● Grant Lillehei 
● Julia Market 
 

● Emma Stanek 
● Iona Stanek 
● Megan Wesolowski 
● Sydnee Wright 
● Brandon Wright 

Chaperones:  
● Christie Wright 
● Amy Erlandson 
● Hap Stokes. 
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 Growing our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

Get ready for Kick-Off to Summer 
Sunday on June 3! 

 
This day will include: 
 honoring our SJLCL high school graduates, 

who will join us in worship in cap-and-gown  
 Kennedy Concessions cheese curds as a 

fundraiser for our high school youth going to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston at the 
end of June  

 the beginning of a summer sermon series 
entitled "Hot Topics"  

 the kick-off to this summer's Jon Kopplin's 
Top 40 Countdown of favorite hymns  

 and, the beginning of this summer's Chil-
dren's-Sermon-in-a-Bag 

 
Don't miss this great Sunday at St. John's! 

See you in church.   
 
 
Music:  "Casey" Kopplin's Top 40 Favorite 
Hymns Countdown:  sing St. John's favorite 
hymns all summer long, three hymns per week 
at a time! 
 
Children's Sermons:  Children's-Sermons-in-a-
Bag each Sunday:  one child per week will get to 
take home a paper bag and bring it back the fol-
lowing week with any item in it they 
choose;  Pastor Andy will have to create a Chil-
dren's Sermon on-the-spot related to the item!   
 
Outdoor Worship:  The fourth Sundays of each 
month (June 24, July 22, August 26) will see 
worship outdoors in God's great creation on the 
north side of the church during the 10:00 am ser-
vice only;  bring a lawn chair! 
 
Summer Sermon Series:  "Hot Topics:"  Reflec-
tions on current relevant topics will move us to-
ward Biblical messages for people living out their 
faith in their lives and in the world today.   
 
June 3 – "The So-Called 'Post-Truth Era':  Does 
Just Anything Go Now?" 
● See above for full details 

June 10 - "Enough:  Thoughts on Consumerism, 
Balance, and Giving" 
 

June 17 - "Loving the Earth Like We Love Our 
Neighbors and Ourselves" 
● Happy Father's Day! 
 

June 24 - "Social Media, Devices, and Risk" 
● Send-off at both services for ELCA Youth 

Gathering participants 
● Outdoor worship (weather permitting) at the 

10:00 am service 
 

July 1 - "The World is Full of Real People Just 
Like Us" (utilizing the song, "This is My Song, O 
 God of All the Nations") 
● Patriotic worship with national hymns and 

prayers 
 

July 8 - "'This Changes Everything':  Reflections 
from the ELCA Youth Gathering" 
● ELCA Youth Gathering-led worship at both 

services 
 

July 15 - "Bible Politics (or, Is Jesus Political?)" 
 

July 22 - "How Should I Think About Our More 
Diverse Community?" 
● Outdoor worship (weather permitting) at the 

10:00 am service and potluck to follow 
 

July 29 - "Old Stigmas and New Ideas:  Body 
Art, Piercings, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit" 
 

August 5 - "How Should We Honor Some Tradi-
tions of Our Neighbors' (or even Family Mem-
bers') Faith (i.e. Holy Communion in other faith 
traditions)?" 
 

August 12 - "#Resistance:  Earphones, Head-
phones, and Resisting Isolation" 
 

August 19 - "Anger, and Not Letting the Sun Go 
Down on It" 
 

August 26 - "The Gospel According to Star-
bucks" 
● Outdoor worship (weather permitting) at the 

10:00 am service 
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St. John’s Grief Support Ministry  

“I lift my eyes to the Mountains..” 
  Psalm 121:1 

 
 Growing our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  
Song, study, and prayer. 

Grieving The Death 
of a Parent 
Mary Ann White 

 

A s we celebrated Mothers’ 
Day in May and then Fathers’ 
Day in June, many adults whose 
parent(s) have died will probably 
recall them with love and a 
sense of loss. 
 
Adult children who have recently 
lost a parent often have some or 
all of the following concerns: 
 
1. They may not want to get 

close to anyone emotionally 
for fear of that person dying 
or deserting them and re-
awakening the painful loss. 

2. They may experience what 
Katherine Donnelly, in her 
book Recovering from the 
Loss of a Parent, calls “ 
birthday syndrome.” When a 
parent dies at a particular 
age, the son or daughter 
may begin to get anxious 
and even develop symp-
toms related to the parent’s 
illness as she or he ap-
proaches the age at which 
the parent died.  For exam-
ple, a son whose father died 
of a heart attack at age 49 
may become increasingly 
anxious with each birthday 
until he is able to success-
fully pass through his 49th 
year. 

3. They may experience a 

dreadful sense of being 
alone.  They may see some-
one resembling the parent 
walking down the street or in 
a restaurant and burst into 
tears. 

4. They may experience bat-
tles with siblings. Tempers 
can flare, fuses can be 
short, and disagreements 
can block the grieving proc-
ess.  There may be power 
struggles over possessions..  

Old jealousies and griev-
ances can emerge, and 
adult children can revert to 
the same roles they had as 
children. It may be helpful to 
be reminded that the dis-
puted possessions are not a 
substitute for the parent.   
Often parents can be the 
glue that holds children to-
gether and once they have 
died the family disbands. 

5. They may also experience 
what Katherine Donnelly 
calls the “caretaker syn-
drome.”  Adult children car-
ing for ill parents sometimes 
wish their mother or father 

would die because of their 
resentment over how the 
parent has changed their 
life.  They may have felt 
locked in and forced to do 
things for the parent.  Then 
once the parent has died, 
they feel guilty. The “should 
haves” and  “ shouldn’t 
haves” often debilitate chil-
dren. 

-“I shouldn’t have yelled 
at Dad for….” 
-“I should have been 
there more for Mother…’ 
They need to be encour-
aged to remember that 
they did the best they 
could at the time and 
that   

What they did or didn’t do was 
not unusual or wrong.   
 
When a parent dies, it can be 
very difficult to say “good-bye.”  
Sometimes there are just no 
words to describe the sorrow or 
measure the pain.  The words of 
Paul to the Romans may be 
comforting. 
 
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with sighs too deep for 
words.” 
 

From The Bereavement Ministry 
Program by Jan Nelson and  

David Aaker, Ave Maria Press, 
Notre Dame, Indiana. 

 

When a parent dies, it can 
be very difficult to say 
“good-bye.”  Sometimes 

there are just no words to 
describe the sorrow or 

measure the pain.   
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Thursdays during the summer 8:30-4:00 p.m.  

Deadline to join the fun is June 15! 

 July 12, 19, 26, and Au-
gust 2 

 Register online at 
www.sjlcl.org  

 For youth entering 6th-9th 
grade 

 Youth who have completed 
one year of high school 
can register as well and 
will be leaders for the sum-
mer. 

 

A n opportunity for youth to 
connect with Christ through 
Bible study, connect with the 
community by doing service 
work, and connect to each 
other during recreation events. 
 
Registration $110 which in-
cludes a Summer Stretch T-
shirt, all recreation event costs 
and Valleyfair Admission ($25 
off if you have a season pass).  

 
Typical Day 

 
8:30 am: Morning devotions 
9:00 a m: Service Activity 
12:00 pm: Lunch time 
 Bring your own 
1:00 p m: Recreation  
 activity 
4:00 pm: Return to St. 
  John’s 

 
One another through Christian Fellowship 

 

oving 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp 

 
● July 8-13 & 15-20, St. John's is sending youth 

to camp! 
 
● August 5-10 High school youth will  be on Riv-

erboats. 
 

Sign up online with Sugar Creek to join in the fun! 

 
Campfires will be Happening 

this Summer! 
 

Dates have not been determined yet, but 
times and age groups have… 
 
● 3rd through 5th grade 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
 
● 6th through 12th grades 8:00-10:00 

p.m.  
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The Fun Begins Here, at St. John's Church!! 

Registration has Begun! Have you Signed up Yet? 
 

Monday, June 11 - Friday, June 15 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The cost to attend is $25/child; $65/per 
family registering three or more children. Children ages 4 (who have completed a year of Pre-
School/Daycare) through grade 4 can register. 

 
Older children, 5th grade through high school, and adults can sign up to volunteer at John’s web-

site www.sjlcl.org/VBS scroll down to the form towards the bottom of the page. 
 
A discount on registration will be offered to all parents willing to volunteer. 
 
To register go to www.sjlcl.org/VBS or stop by the VBS table in the narthex on April 22 for Volun-

teer Appreciation Sunday. You can enjoy a sweet treat and find out how to register your child for 
this fun event. For questions or more information please contact Elisa Lande-Brown at 
elisa@sjlcl.org or 952-221-4849. 

The Best Week of  
the Summer  
June 11-15! 

 
Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 
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Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 

An Event With A Purpose, St. John’s Annual Garage Sale!  

T he mission behind the ga-
rage sale is KNOWING that 
Christ is our Savior and we are 
following him, leading by exam-
ple to be good stewards for the 
community. We are not only 
GROWING our relationship with 
Christ but we are doing the 
same with members of the con-
gregation and community by 
growing through this event. We 
hope through LOVING we can 
bring the congregation and com-
munity together, young and old. 
Through LIVING the word of 
God, especially serving others, 
we hope to repurpose items 
given by the congregation to 
people who can find a use for 
an item.  Our goal through this 
event is that we can give 60% to 
outside missions and keep the 
remaining 40% to use within St. 
John's ministry programs. The 
sale is:  

Thursday, July 12, 9:00 to 
4:30 p.m.  

Friday, July 13, 9:00 to 
4:30 p.m.  

Saturday, July 14, 9:00 to 
1:00 p.m.  

 
We hope to see you all there. If 
there are any questions please 
contact Christie Wright at chris-
tieinmn@charter.net or Ginger 
Gustafson at gingergustaf-
son@hotmail.com. 
 

Donated items can be 
dropped off beginning  

Sunday, June 17 
 

We ask that your items are 
clean and in working order. If 
the donation has numerous 
pieces, please bag or box 
them as a unit. 
 

Items not Accepted 
Exercise Equipment 
Pianos and organs 
Large appliances 
Large metal desks 
Computers and Printers 
Mattresses Gas 

grills 
Used paint cans 
Artificial Christmas trees 

and wreaths 
Furniture with rips, stains, 

or soiled 
Baby car seats 
Skis and ski boots 
Typewriters 
Microwaves 

TVs and console ste-
reos 

Mini blinds or rolls up shades 

Old textbooks 

National geographic 

Swing sets 

Baby cribs 

Large entertainment cen-
ters 

Advertising/trophies mugs/
water bottles 

 
Some Suggested  

Donations: 
 
 

Furniture: Dressers, tables, 
chairs, dinette sets, coffee ta-
bles, bed frames, porch furni-
ture, Wooden Bookcases, 
coat racks, wooden desks, night 
stands, sofas, loveseats, otto-
mans (NO sleeper sofas) 

 
Housewares: Utensils, candles, 
baskets, pots and pans, plastic 
ware, bakeware, cookware, 
wastebaskets/trashcans 

 

 

Glassware: Glasses, dishes, 
bowls, mugs, vases, mirrors, 
pitchers (please no chip or bro-
ken) 

 
Decorations: Knick-knacks, 
holiday items, wall hang-
ings, figurines 

 
Linens: Blankets, towels, 
sheets and pillow cases, dish 
towels, table clothes, bed-
spreads, drapes, rugs (please 
indicate size of bed linens) 

 
Office Supplies: Photo al-
bums, notebooks, paper, files, 
desk accessories, stationery, 
metal file cabinets, particle 
board furniture 

 
Art/Art supplies: Artwork, 
framed pictures, sculptures, 
ceramics, blank canvases, 
frames 

 
Craft supplies: Yarn, embroi-
dery floss, cross stitch thread, 
fabric, sewing machines 

 
Sporting Goods: Helmets, sport 
bags, camping equipment, tents, 
bicycles, bats and balls, roller 
blades 

 
Toys and Games: Indoor and 
outdoor toys, board games, 
stuffed animals, dolls, action fig-
ures (all pieces accounted for) 

 

 
For a complete list go to 

the events page at 
www.sjlcl.org  
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The Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 

church, our communities, and our world. 

 
iving 

 

 
 

I n August 2017 St. John's sent 
a mission team to be with our 
partner congregation in Mu-
hanga, Tanzania. Each month a 
different member will be sharing 
a story from that experience 
here in the newsletter. We ask 
that you continue to hold our 
partnership in prayer as we con-
tinue to support the sharing of 
the Gospel through the global 
church. 
 

Ginger Gustafson’s 
Story 

 

A fter our partnership meeting 

in 2014, we realized how few 
people’s names we knew. One 
in particular was the lady in the 
yellow sweatshirt. Many after-
noons, the two of us would sit 
on the bench in front of the Pas-
tor’s house watching others 
learn marbles, play with the chil-
dren, or trying to teach me a 
song in Swahili. We laughed 
together, but I cannot say I truly 
understood the song. When we 
started talking about a trip in 
2017, one thing at the top of the 
list was to learn some people’s 
names. So, prayer partners 
were going to be started and 
given to any others we met 
along the way.  
 
The night of the Partnership 
Committee meeting of 2017, we 

all gathered at the pastor’s 
house. The last one to enter 
was Dal’a MGato, my friend 
from three years ago. She gave 
me a slight wave and I knew 
she remembered me. After-
wards, we were able to give 
each other Tanzanian Muhanga 
hugs. She has two daughters, 
one goes to Government Sec-
ondary School, the other goes 
to Lutangilo Secondary School 
and receives scholarship money 
from St. John’s. while we were 
there, we sang and danced to-
gether and as we left, she called 
me her friend. Relationships 
with others around the world is 
an amazing thing. 
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Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 
church, our communities, and our world. 

Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored  
Students in Tanzania 

Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 
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Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our church, our 

communities, and our world. 

 

W e will be serving dinner 
for Loaves and Fishes at Easter 
Lutheran (by the Lake) at Cliff 
and Pilot Knob on Thursday, 
June 28. Volunteers are needed 
to prepare the food from 3:00-
5:00 pm and serve the food 
from 5:30-7:15 pm. Please sign 
up on the bulletin board above 
the children’s coat rack.  
 
Loaves and Fishes requires that 
the food be store-bought and 
prepared at their site. We think it 
would be easiest if people do-

nated money to purchase the 
food and then someone can do 
the purchasing and get it to 
Easter. You can put your dona-
tion in an envelope marked 
“Loaves and Fishes” and place 
it in the offering plate or bring it 
to the church office.  Any ques-
tions, contact Kathy at 
● 612-414-5073 or 
● kmcomer72@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you for your help with this 
serving opportunity.  

Serving Opportunity—Thursday, June 28! 

while the other was about five. As we played with 
the children we started to realize just how different 
their lives are from ours. They had grown up in 
their own poverty-stricken world and they had seen 
horrible things and even as their mother was being 
admitted into the hospital they were still rays of 
sunshine. The older boy was even kept telling his 
younger brother over and over that everything 
would be alright. That their mother would be fine. 
In that moment I felt God more than I have ever felt 
him in my life. 
 
From that moment on I know there was more to life 
than I had thought. God is so real. Through those 
children I could feel that God was with me and with 
those children watching over us. That trip com-
pletely changed my whole view on church and 
God. I was no longer just going through the mo-
tions. I had found my faith. 

(Continued from page 10) God in My Life 

position. As we fill open positions, we expect oper-
ating expenses to increase, potentially challenging 
cash flow unless revenues begin to trend toward 
budgeted level.  
 
With the staff reorganization coming more into fo-
cus, we’ve begun financial model planning for a 
complete projection for 2018 and 2019 to deter-
mine if any changes to budgeted expenditures are 
needed later in 2018. The Ministry Finance Team 
is working closely with staff to monitor the financial 
health of St. John’s and keep Committees and 
Council appraised of the financial position and 
trends at St. John’s.  
 
The members of the Ministry Finance Team are 
always available and willing to answer any financial 
related questions or provide information about the 
financial operations of St. John’s. Contact the 
Church office to be put in touch with a Ministry Fi-
nance Team member or if you see Barry Fick, 
Mark Gelle, Carla Haugen, Mike Sobota Lisa 
Drogemuller, Andy Schultz, Ron Robinson or 
Brad Paulson in Church, don’t hesitate to talk with 
them for additional information. We encourage you 
to remain faithful in your giving as the year unfolds. 

(Continued from page 3) Finance position 

cial offering. Place in the offering plate, drop off or 
mail into the church office. Offering may also be 
made online at www.sjlcl.org; follow the “donate” 
tab on the left-hand side of the homepage 

(Continued from page 3) Pink envelopes 
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Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our church, our 

communities, and our world. 

Synod Assembly Report 
 

T he Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly was held 
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi on 
May 18 and 19.  Again, I had the privilege to attend 
this conference. It was two days of fellowship with 
other pastors and lay people in our synod. We wor-
shipped and prayed together. There were excellent 
speakers and small group discussion. The busi-
ness meeting part consisted of a report from 
Bishop Lull, the nominating committee, and Peter 
Harrits regarding Bega Kwa Bega. Justin Grimm 
with the Global Missions Development talked about 
the work being done on keeping the Kingdom of 
God alive, and a report from the mission group in 
Guatemala. Also, at the business meeting the fi-
nancial status and budget of the synod were dis-
cussed. 

The conference dealt with young adults (18 – 35 
year of age) in our congregations, and the speak-
ers were all young adult:  Samantha Ea, Louis 
McGee and Ruthie Mhanga. All of the small group 
leaders were also young adults. The breakdown 
group discussion was about young adults having a 
place in the church, and lifting them up and letting 
them know that they are wanted in the church. 
Other group discussion was on working together 
with other churches and religions in our commu-
nity; how to keep young adults involved in their 
faith journey after their affirmation; and women, 
gender, racism, and justice and peace for every-
one. Thank you for the opportunity to attend the 
synod assembly.  
 
Peace to you, 
Judy Nyssen, Administrator 

Writers and Editors Needed 

T he Member Relations and Communications 
team is looking for people willing to help with ghost 
writing and/or editing church communications. The 
time commitment is approximately 2-4 hours a 
month and is on a flexible schedule. Anyone inter-
ested in helping in the area of church communica-
tions, please contact Kimberly Underwood 
(kimberly.underwood@ecolab.com, 612-860-6915), 
Michelle Colbert (mmcolbert@gmail.com, 952-985-
8821) or call the church office.  

Blankets for Camp Noah 
 

A  huge thank you to the 20 ladies that spent 
the evening of the WELCA gathering tying blan-
kets for Camp Noah. We completed 11 blankets 
which will bring comfort to 11 children this sum-
mer when they attend Camp Noah. The blankets 
will be brought to the WELCA convention to be 
added to blankets given by other churches in the 
St Paul Synod. Yet another way of supporting 
our neighbors in another part of the country! 
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Deacons on Duty 
6/3 Iverson, Iverson/
 Risdahl,— 
6/10 Haukoos, Haukoos/
 Fuerniss, Wright 
6/17 —, —/—, — 
6/24 Iverson, Iverson/Nielsen, 
 Risdahl 
 
Communion Servers 
6/3 8:30: Pasvogel,  
 Sulzbach, Grimm,  
 S. Johnson, Fick 
 10:00: Howell, Howell, 
 Wigley, Wigley, Hanson 
6/17 8:30: Williamschen, 
 Springer, Moller 
 10:00: Afdahl, Ziller, 
 Anderson 

Greeters  
6/3 B. Peterson/Springer 
6/10 Antolik/Wigley 
6/17 Anton/Wright 
6/24 Arlt/Cromer 
 
Pew Preparation 
Week one: Ratzlaff 
Week two: Ziller 
Week three: Peterson 
Week four: D. Nelson 
 
Readers 
6/3 Afdahl/N. Meyer 
6/10 S. Howell/R. Anderson 
6/17 Casperson/White 
6/24 K. Howell/Wood 
 
 

Worship Set-up 
6/3 Kranig, Johnson,  
 Haukoos 
6/10 Lehmann 
6/17 Barth, Wolf, Haukoos 
6/24 Haukoos 
 
Usher Teams 
6/3 Knauff/Paulson 
6/10 Hammer/Wright 
6/17 Lehmann/Anderson 
6/24 Larson/Grimm 
 
Sound Technicians 
6/3 Casperson/Anderson 
6/10 Nelson/R. Wright 
6/17 Barth/Casperson 
6/24 Wright/Garlock 

 

Those Aiding our Worship 
 

Thank You! 

 
 

Sunday  
Worship: 8:30 and 

10:00 a.m.  
 

Words for Today, from 1968 
 

F or America, this marks the 50th anniversary of 
a turbulent year, which included high-profile assas-
sinations, the Vietnam War and civil rights protests. 
Five decades on, turmoil still abounds.  
 
May we take hope and inspiration from Robert 
Kennedy, who, on the night of Martin Luther King’s 
death, replaced a presidential-campaign speech 
with these words: 
  
“What we need in the United States is not division; 
… not hatred; … not violence and lawlessness, but 
… love, and wisdom, and compassion toward one 
another; and a feeling of justice toward those who 
still suffer within our country, whether they be white 
or … black.” 
  
Kennedy added: “We will have difficult times in the 
future. … But the vast majority of white people and 
… black people in this country want to live together 
… and want justice for all human beings. … Let's 
dedicate ourselves … to tame the savageness of 
man and make gentle the life of this world … and 
say a prayer for our country and for our people.” 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Administrator: Judith Nyssen 
Interim Youth Director: Kayla 
 Damiano 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Children's Ministry Director:   
 Nicole Major 
Children’s Ministry assistant: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery: Katlyn Major, Sydnee 
 Wright 
Facility Care: Todd Martin 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (3rd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-9th) & 
Firelight Singers (K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
Organist: Shirley Peterson 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Barry Fick 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
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 Christie Wright 
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