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Worship Schedule  
 

● Worship: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  
 

● Outdoor worship will be at the second service on 
June 23, July 28 and August 25, weather permit-
ting  

 

● Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
Month. 

 
Listen to Services Via a Phone 

C all: 1-877-408-0392 and follow these  
  instructions: 
 

1. Press speaker button on your phone set. 
2. When connected, you will be asked for a Confer-

ence Code: Enter 132410#.  
3. You will hear music until the sound technician (at 

St. John’s) connects you when the service has 
started. PLEASE NOTE: you are on a conference 
line use your mute button so others will not 
hear you. 

4. When the service is over hang up the phone. 
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D ear St. John’s friends, 
 
June is a terrific time for congratulations and thank yous.   
 
Congratulations to: 
● the 27 Ninth Graders who affirmed their baptisms and were con-

firmed on Sat., May 18.  Their names are listed in this Journal.  
We rejoice with you and your families and look forward to the rest 
of your high school years in being church together! 

● the high school Class of 2019.  Graduating Senior Sunday is 
June 2 at the 10:00 AM service.  Their names are listed, also.  Do 
you know that St. John's seniors come from at least seven differ-
ent school districts?  Our prayers are very much with you as you 
move into this next chapter of your life. 

● Amy Erlandson, Sydnee Wright, Nicole Major, and every child, 
youth, and teacher involved in the youth musical, "Once Upon a 
Parable," on Sun., May 19.  It was a fun, funny, wonderful, and 
spectacular performance.  It shared the gospel in a very effective 
way.  If you were here, you witnessed the marvelous gifts of God 
on display! 

 
Thanks to: 
● the many people involved in carrying out Christian education min-

istry at St. John's.  Their names are listed here, as well.  If you 
recall, we made a commitment in the summer of 2017 to renew 
and greatly strengthen our Sunday school ministry, especially.  
The pendulum is swinging in the right direction.  Every strong 
Sunday school and Chris. Ed. program involves as many parents 
and adults as possible.  Thank you for stepping up, everyone!  
We've needed you, as have our children!  Keep stepping up, 
please, for the sake of a continually-growing church and family of 
faith.  Your sharing of yourselves is everything and you bring 
deep joy to church! 

● Judy Borchardt, Sui Curtis, Lisa Bieber, and Ginger Gustafson 
(along with a few of their friends and family) for preparing and 
serving all of our Wednesday Fellowship Suppers.  If you haven't 
come for a Fellowship Supper, you're missing out!  The meals are 

(Continued on page 12) 

 
June is a terrific time 
for congratulations 

and thank yous.  
 

Blessed June to all of you. See 
you in church.  Don't leave 

church behind this summer. It 
will be a vibrant and meaningful 

season for all of us. 

Easy Driving Directions During 
Road Construction 

 

I f you are coming to church from the west (CR 
50) or the northwest (southbound on Holyoke), be 
sure to get to the church via HERITAGE DRIVE 
and then on the access road next to Highview 
Hills. 
  
If you are coming to church from the east or north-
east (Cedar Avenue and 202nd St.), you can still 
get to church as you always have. See posted 
flyer on the community bulletin board for complete 
details. 

 

See the display in the  
narthex for an enlarged map. 
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O n Graduation 

Sunday, June 2, the 

following students will 

receive a scholarship 

after having submitted 

an essay entitled “God 

in My Life.” 

 

The scholarships funds 

are provided by the 

Compassion Team and 

generous contributions 

from the March/April 

pink envelopes 

offerings. 

 

 Logan Carroll 
 Catie Haugen 
 Dana Howell 
 Noah Johnson 
 Jordan Lang 
 Erika Nelson 
 Sydnee Wright 

God in My Life 
Logan Carroll 

 

G od has impacted my life in incredible ways. From the first day of Sunday 
school to my final days of high school youth group, God has been there the 
whole way. I have always loved learning about the Bible and listening to the 
stories. Even if sometimes when I was younger I was bored by Pastor’s ser-
mons, I have now grown to appreciate them and the message they give. They 
teach me more about the Bible, God, and how to apply the message in my 
everyday life. St. John’s opened the door for God to be in my life, but I am the 
one who has to take the step through that door. I wouldn’t be where I am now 
in my faith without my supportive parents and a supportive church family. Af-
firmation classes were the turning point for me to finally see God walking be-
side me and being there for me every day of my life. Each class taught me so 
much and made me strive for more. When I affirmed my baptism, it opened 
my eyes and showed me that I wanted to do more like mission trips and Bible 
camp. Sadly, I have only been to camp three summers but they have shaped 
my faith and who I am more than anything. Without camp, I would not be at-
tending a Christian university and I would not be as active in church and my 
faith as I am. Along with summer camp, I had my first mission trip that first 
summer of camp. That also gave me perspective into this world and showed 
me how lucky I am to have this life and how God works in wonderful, mysteri-
ous ways. God brought me 
closer to my best friend Catie 
who radiates God and His word 
whenever I am with her. She has 
taught me so much about God 
whether it’s been at camp, a mis-
sion trip, or even teaching our 
kids in Sunday school. God in 
my life is so much different now 
then it was 5 years ago when I 
began Affirmation class. I used 
to hold hands with God and drag 
him where I wanted to go, but 
now I have given myself up, 
jumped into His arms and I’m 
letting Him choose where I go 
next. He has the hand on the 
wheel. God in my life is what 
makes me want to be a better 
person. God in my life has me 
living a faith-filled life which I will 
bring with me wherever my fu-
ture has me going. 

2019 Compassion Team  
Scholarship Awards  

Logan Carroll 
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Catie Haugen 
 

T hroughout my life I have 
learned in a multitude of ways the 
importance of God through all 
that I do. I have grown to under-
stand exactly what it means to me 
to be a Christian woman in to-
day’s world. God has taught me 
how to balance the chaos of eve-
ryday life, and exactly how I want 
to act towards those around me to 
truly portray the word of God. I 
am thankful for my relationship 
with God because it pushed me 
to find my own values and goals 
in life.  
 
Throughout my high school ca-
reer, I have been constantly in-
vested in activities like student 
council, work, and church volun-
teering. These activities taught 
me important life lessons and 
pushed me to truly understand 
the power of Jesus Christ. 
Through years of constantly being 
busy, I began to feel the weight of 
necessary activities like school 
and work; God saved me from 

this burden. God in my life taught 
me to find a balance in my earthly 
life. For God wants me to enjoy 
my earthly life and succeed. How-
ever, through my struggles in find-
ing harmony, I realized that as 
long as I work for success in 
earthly activities while pursuing 
my faith and my relationship with 
God, I can live with true happi-
ness. When I accepted him into 
all aspects of my life, the burden 
of stress was lifted off my shoul-
ders. Through having God in my 
life, I am able to live with confi-
dence and excitement through 
everything I pursue. Ever since I 
truly embraced my life as a Chris-
tian, I have been able to pour 
God’s love and wisdom onto oth-
ers. I have a new found desire to 
better the kingdom of Christians 
through my relationship with God 
and others in my life. Now, I con-
stantly consider my faith for every 
aspect of my earthly being. 
Through my acceptance of God, I 
live a more healthy and genuine 
life. Without God in my life, I 
would constantly feel over-
whelmed with the pressures of a 
mundane life.  
 

Dana Howell 
 

M y name is Dana Howell and 
I am going to Gustavus Adolphus 
College to study education. I have 
been a member of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church since I was born. I 
was baptized at St. John’s by 
Pastor Helland. I was there for 
Sunday school, Sonshine Sing-
ers, Grace Singers, First Com-
munion, Praise Singers, Affirma-
tion of Baptism, Chancel choir, 
and now graduation. St. John’s 
has always been a second home 
to me, and that has to do with 
God. His promise to always be 
there, His unconditional love, and 
His grace has helped me through-
out my eighteen years of life.  
 
There has been many times 
where I needed to feel God’s 

presence. One of those times was 
when I was going into middle 
school. I decided to go to Valley 
Middle School because it was 
closer to home and I knew the 
band directors through my par-
ents. I was nervous because all of 
my friends were going to a differ-
ent school and I was worried 
about the amount of work that I 
had to put in at middle school. I 
saw God in a girl named Faith 
when she started talking to me. 
She didn’t care that I was a 
stranger, she found in her heart 
that I worth talking to. Starting 
that day, she became a very 
close friend. Throughout my first 
day of school, I ended up meeting 
many people that would become 
my closest friends of today. An-
other time that I felt God’s pres-
ence was after my grandfather 
died. It was a shock to me, and it 
was the first human death that I 
experienced in my family. For a 
while, I felt regret because I 
thought that I never told my 
grandfather that I loved him 
enough. God spoke to me 
through my family, and they sup-
ported me through the sad times. 
God also opened up my grandfa-
ther’s heart before he died. I had 
a seventh grade project on the 
Korean War and I could interview 
someone with connections to the 
Korean War. My grandfather 
fought in the Korean War. This 
was the first time that my grandfa-
ther opened up about the war to 
anyone; not even my dad knew 
about his experiences during the 
war. That made me feel close to 
my grandfather and I got to learn 
more about his loving, and caring 
character. I learned that through 
those times, God was always with 
me, even if I couldn’t feel his 
presence, and it was with his 

(Continued on page 6) 

Catie Haugen 
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presence that I was able to get 
through the hard times in my life.  
 
During my life, I have met some 
of the most loving, caring, and 
strong faith and God believers 
ever. Some of them include my 
Sugar Creek Camp Counselors, 
and my mother. I have always 
admired my camp counselors 
because they love God so much 
that they wanted to share God’s 
love with younger children/
teenagers for three months. They 
would make learning about God 
enjoyable, they would answer 
tough questions to the best of 
their ability, and they would tell us 
a story about God has made an 
impact in their life. The counsel-
ors were easy to talk to and they 
helped us relate our lives to differ-
ent passages in the Bible. An 

 
other person in my life who was a 
strong faith is my mother. She 
has always been there for me, 
through the happy and the sad 
times. I can always go to her 
when I need to talk, and even 
when she is beat tired, she still 
loves to listen. She is also one of 
the strongest women that I’ve 
ever met, especially when it 
comes to her faith. About seven 
years ago, she decided to switch 
careers and to become a pastor. 
That meant going back to school, 
long hours of homework and 
studying, student loans, and hav-
ing to balance family and school. 
She has finished with the classes 
and schooling now, but she 
needs to finish her internship be-
fore she can graduate. Her first 
internship didn’t go very well; it 
just wasn’t a good fit for my mom, 
but she worked through it any-
way, until she couldn’t do it any-
more. It was hard for her, and for 
my family, because it meant that 
she had to extend her program of 
studies for two years before she 
could do another internship. That 
was definitely a time that I have 
doubted God, because my 
mother didn’t deserve to not 
graduate after that year just be-
cause that certain internship did-
n’t work out. However, my mother 
continued forward with her head 
held high and her eyes filled with 
hope for what God had in store 
for her next. Both my camp coun-
selors and my mother have 
shown me a tiny part of God’s 
unconditional love.  
 
Throughout my eighteen years of 
earthly life, I have made many 
mistakes along the way. I have 
been angry at my family members 
for little things that don’t mean 
anything to me now. I have been 
selfish and unwilling to do chores 

around the house, even though 
my parents rarely ask me to do 
anything. I have not been pre-
pared for band, piano, or private 
percussion lessons, lessons 
which either cost money or disap-
pointed my instructors. There 
have also been times when I 
have lied to my family about ei-
ther things that I did or didn’t do. 
All in all, I am a sinner, just like 
everyone else. What I learned 
about God through the Bible and 
the main message from Good 
Friday, is that God sent his son 
Jesus to die on the cross to eve-
ryone’s sin, even mine. After I 
have sinned, I eventually regret 
my decisions and I feel terrible 
about it afterwards. However, af-
ter praying to God and confessing 
my sins, I feel a sense of calm 
wash over me. That was God’s 
way of saying that my sins are 
forgiven, and that I shouldn’t 
dwell on them any longer. 
Through God’s Grace and For-
giveness, I’ve been saved. 
 
There have been many God 
sightings throughout my life, 
mainly through my friends and 
family. It is through them that I am 
able to learn more about God and 
they make me strive to become 
the best person that I can be. 
They also have taught me that 
God will always be present in my 
life, He forgives me, and most 
importantly of all, God loves me.  
 

Noah Johnson 
 

H ow I see God in my life is a 
good question. I am a graduating 
senior from Central High School 
in St. Paul, MN, and I am cur-
rently on the road to attend St. 
Olaf College in Northfield. My 
hope is to major in Environmental 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Dana Howell 
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Studies and possibly double ma-
jor in French. God is the faithful 
one who has gotten me to this 
point in my life. 
 
For 18 years, church, faith, and 
God have been apart of my life. I 
have helped and served in three 
different congregations. My 
mother as you may know is 
Heather Roth Johnson, the pastor 
at St. John’s. People always ask 
me the question, “Does your 
mother force you to go to 
church?” My response is some-
thing like, “Sometimes but the 
reason why I love my church is 
because of the community, ser-
vice opportunities, and the laughs 
we get to have as individuals.” 
 
Church is a sense of community, 
and I saw that when I stepped 
foot into St. John’s. At the begin-
ning of the year I did not know 
very many people. But all the high 
schoolers made me feel wel-

comed and I feel like I’m apart of 
their community. Throughout my 
high school years, I have done 
some service work and projects. 
First, with the high school group 
at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd, we went to Jackson, 
Kentucky. There, we helped re-
pair homes to make them safer, 
warmer, and family-friendly for 
families who desperately needed 
their homes redone. Secondly, 
every thanksgiving, I help deliver 
at least seventy pies that the con-
gregations have donated to a 
homeless shelter. Third, with the 
St. Johns high school group, we 
will be going up the boundary wa-
ters near Seagull lake. There we 
 will be helping restore some of 
the grounds and we will be ca-
noeing in the BWCA! 
I have seen God through the eyes 
of children. I have helped with 
Sunday school for a very long 
time. I have led numerous 
classes. I find the joy of teaching 
classes of children between the 
ages of four to seven because 
they are so funny and adorable. 
Relationships are made during 
Sunday school because we laugh 
and have so much fun.  
 
I have seen God throughout my 
life between three different but 
wonderful congregations: Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church, Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 
and St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
 
 

Jordan Lang 
 

G od has played an important 
part in my life. I have been going 
to St. John’s since I was born and 
I was baptized into the church at 
St. John’s. My parents always 
took me to the service, not the 
nursery. I would love going to the 
service playing with those bags of 

toys kids could take to keep them 
busy. After the service we would 
have Sunday School where we 
would learn about God in a more 
simple and fun way.  
 
The Sunday classes then moved 
to Wednesday classes. I felt like I 
was in the big leagues now. We 
were preparing for our next step 
in the journey: First Communion. 
My mom taught Wednesday night 
classes. It was nice for me to 
have my mom in those classes 
teaching me how to better follow 
God and how she was able to 
follow God throughout her life. It 
bettered my relationship with God 
and my relationship with my 
mother. I will never forget the 
night we went to the church and 
made ceramic first communion 
glasses with our parents. It was 
such a good bonding experience 
with the families in the church and 
my family. It was a fun activity for 
everyone. We still took Wednes-
day night classes learning about 
the stories of the Bible and the 
hard questions of God.  
 
When we got into ninth grade the 
classes started to focus on confir-
mation. We were taught that is 
not the finish line, but only the 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
Noah Johnson 

Jordan Lang 
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beginning to a new type of faith. 
Being confirmed into the church 
and to believe in God, led me to 
be a confirmation leader. Teach-
ing students about faith was my 
calling to God. For three years I 
was a confirmation leader for my 
sister’s class. It was a great op-
portunity to help teach students 
about the work of God and keep 
learning about God myself. It was 
fascinating to see how the 
classes have changed from when 
I took them to when my sister 
took them. This upcoming week 
my class I have been with the last 
three years is getting confirmed. I 
am excited that I was able to be 
along in part of their journey. My 
hopes are that I made an impact 
on them and that they will follow 
their faith throughout their life. 
 
God follows me throughout my 
life. He helps me through the bad 
times, and I know he is there 
celebrating with me through the 
good times. I am excited to see 
where the next chapter takes me. 
I am attending Loyola University 
next fall. I believe God chose this 
school for me. I had a sense of 
belonging when I walked through 
the campus. I cannot wait to see 
what faith is in store for me there.  
 

Erica Nelson 
 

G od has always been a part of 
my life. I can still remember when 
my parents taught my Sunday 
school class and it was the thing I 
looked forward to every week. I 
can’t believe I am at the point 
where I’m getting ready to fly the 
coop and head off to college. 
Throughout my life I feel like I 
have been on a rollercoaster ride 
with my faith and God, but at this 
point in my life I finally feel con-
tent.    
 
For some time during my life I had 
questioned if I was a Christian, 
not that I didn’t want to be one, 
but some reasons just made me 
think I couldn’t be one. One of 
those reasons was just plain old 

logic. I always have been a per-
son who thinks logically and be-
cause of that 2 and 2 just didn't 
add up. I also wondered why if I 
was a good Christian, who went 
to church, prayed and worshipped 
God, bad things happened to me. 
Why would someone I wor-
shipped let something hurt me so 
bad. But the deeper meaning of 
being a Christian changed my 
point of view. I am a Christian. 
 
Yes, I am a Christian and I am so 
happy to say that. After a long 
period of battling my own brain, 
who had the idea of logic and 
many questions, I know I am. I 
came to terms of saying it and 
believing I truly am. But through 
this whole time I didn’t know I was 
born a Christian. I never wasn’t 
one, I was just questioning why I 
was one. The reasons were obvi-
ous once I realized. I always 
needed to worship and praise, 
look to God and Jesus in tough 
times, learn about Jesus and 
God’s work, and my want to 
serve, especially to the children of 
our congregation. I have been a 
Christian this whole time. 
 
My need to worship and praise 
was a big reason why I knew I 
was a Christian. I needed to give 
thanks to God for everything I 
have been given. Not tangible 
things, but the most meaningful 
things. I need to thank him. I 
thanked him by praying. Praying 
nightly before bed, praying before 
my meals and praying during my 
important events. Worship also 
was an important part. Being able 
to celebrate and worship God with 
my community makes me so 
happy. It teaches me to learn and 
grow. 
 
My need to look to God in tough 
times showed me why I needed to 
be a Christian. When I was filled 
with anxiety and sadness I would 
look to God to see I wasn’t alone. 
I looked to God to show me the 
right path to find where I needed 
to be and what I needed to do. He 
reassured  me when I felt hope-
less and helped me overcome. 

 
All my life I have wanted to learn 
more about God and Jesus. I 
have read the Bible and took 
notes in my study bible to learn 
more about them. I have had a 
special interest in Jesus’ time and 
have watched countless docu-
mentaries to learn more and to 
gain my understanding. I also 
have always loved learning about 
ways God has impacted the lives 
of others. I have always believed 
by doing this I was opening up my 
heart to receive the goodness of 
God. 
 
I also have always felt the need to 
serve God and my community. 
Whether it was helping out locally 
or in church specifically I have 
loved it. Teaching Sunday School 
to kindergarteners and 1st grad-
ers has been my personal favorite 
of all of my service work, just be-
cause of how truly faithful the chil-
dren of our congregation are and 
how much they could teach me. I 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Erica Nelson 
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truly have been blown away by 
how strong the faith of 5 and 6 
year olds really is. They have 
made such a positive impact on 
my life and my faith, that I will 
treasure all of my life. 
 
Now I know that my essay doesn’t 
quite focus on the top of “God in 
My Life” but to me it is more “God 
Shown Through My Life”. The 
true part of God in my life is how I 
am a Christian and how I have 
reached this point of my faith 
where I am ready to go off into 
the real world confident in my 
faith and ready to be a vessel for 
God to use throughout my time on 
this earth. 
 

Sydnee Wright 
 

F rom the early years of my life 
I have been involved with the 
church. My faith is what I base my 
life on. God is in every aspect of 
my life. I see him in everything I 
do but he shines the brightest 
through other people, serving oth-
ers, and in the world he created. 
People are everywhere. Not every 

single one of them will share the 
light of God but it's the people you 
least expect. I have had so many 
people come into my life for a 
reason. In the beginning I do not 
understand or know why but I 
have to trust God. Trust is hard 
for me but there is always our 
Lord and savior. Often, in times of 
need, people are sent into my life. 
I see the light of God in the most 
unlikely of ways. It is just who I 
am. This past year has been hard 
in many different ways but I have 
always had my faith. Church is 
my second home. I feel like I am 
always there. Honestly I am. My 
mom and I are arriving at church 
between 7:45 and 8:00 am just to 
serve the congregation. My mom 
has been my biggest inspiration 
when it comes to hard work, de-
termination, and my faith. She is 
my rock. God's love overflows out 
of her. I see it every single day. 
From her work, to the church, and 
then at home. God sends people 
into our lives but then one I am 
most thankful for is my mom. Now 
that I’m graduating I am going to 
have to figure out my new life but 
I know that she will always be my 
biggest support.  

(Continued from page 8) 

Sydnee Wright 

● Brendon Bischof 
● Emma Brown 
● Anna Carow 
● Logan Carroll 
● Harrison Gieseke 
● William Hack 
● Lauren Hagedorn 
● Mikaela Harkema 
● Catherine Haugen 

● Dana Howell 
● Jordan Lang 
● Justin Lardy 
● Zachary Lomenda 
● Logan Lyden 
● Samuel Meyer 
● Alijah Moe 
● Erica Nelson 
● Kaitlyn O'Reilly 

● Caleb Rollag 
● Jacob Rongitsch 
● Noah Roth Johnson 
● Madalyn Rowe 
● Henry Welsch 
● Nason Wendt 
● Sydnee Wright 

Congratulations Graduating Class of 2019 

 Joshua Aldrich 
 Tyler Carow 
 Kayla Dolan 
 Charlie Hack 
 Nicholas Hansen 
 Courtney Haugen 
 Felicia Hermann 
 Lilyan Hermann 
 Peyton Hermann 

 Brooke Howell 
 Payton Lang 
 Grant Lillehei 
 Zoe Lomenda 
 Alexavier Metty 
 Ainsley Meyer 
 Cade Murphy 
 Luke Reynolds 
 Thomas Rongitsch 

 Allison Schultz 
 Andrew Simonett Jr. 
 Andrew Stotz 
 Ava Trettin 
 Erin Underwood 
 Jude Weber 
 Elise Wendt 
 Gavin Winkels 
 Brandon Wright 

Congratulations to our Newly Confirmed Members of St. John’s 
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I t’s almost time! St. John’s is 
taking off on an African safari this 
summer at “ROAR!” vacation bi-
ble school!! The safari begins 
June 10-13 from 9:00 am to 
noon. Parents are invited to join 
us at 11:30 for a fun closing activ-
ity and singing.   
 
We will also celebrate VBS at the 
10:00 am service on Sunday, 
June 16. The kids will sing and 
talk about their week. Registration 
for children 4 years old-grade 4 is 
available at sjlcl.org. 

 

C ampfire Kick Off on 
Wednesday, June 12 from 6:00-
8:00 pm. We will enjoy a Pop-Up 
Evening VBS, dinner, games, and 
campfire s'mores. Please register 
your family online for this event at 
sjlcl.org.  
 

E lementary  Campf ires 
(completed 2nd-6th grades) 
June 18, 25 & July 9, 16, 23, 
6:00-7:00 pm 
 
Parents are needed to lead these 
campfires. Please contact Pastor 
H e a t h e r  a t  p a s t o r h e a -
ther@sjlcl.org if you are available 
on June 25, July 9, or July 23. 
 

Y outh Campfires (completed 
7th-12th grades) 
June 19, 26 & 10, 17, 24, 7:00-
9:00 p.m. 

 Catie Haugen 

 Logan Carroll  

 Jennifer Milbradt  

 Emma Stanek 

 Amy Erlandson 

 Beth Gleason 

 Kristina Jacobson 

 Dana Dallmann  

 Becky Erickson  

 Elisa and Dan Brown  

 Erica Nelson  

 Eva Stotz  

 Mike Colbert 

 Brianna Carroll 

 Nicole Major  

 Francine Capasso 

 Jeff Larson 

 Tyra and Scott Wiemann 

 Brianna Carroll 

 Emma Brown 

 Susan Pastika 

 Kim and Steve Pierson 

 Kristi Winkels 

 Jill Carow 

 Dana Howell 

 Kari Schultz 

 Whitney Schultz 

 Jordan Lang 

 Brooks Lillehei 

 Wayne and Kim Meyer 

 Keegan Wolfe 

 Jill Fiereck 

 Christie Wright 

 Sydnee Wright 

 Megan Lillehei  

 Tony Gleason 

 Sada McGrath  

 Nicole Major 

 Kristi Paulson 

 Elisa Brown 

 Kaitlyn Major 

 Curt and Diana Highet 

O n Sunday, June 23 through 
Friday, June 28, St. John's Mis-
sion Trip will be out and about 
caring for God's creation in the 
beautiful Boundary Waters. 
Please consider becoming a 
prayer partner with either one of 
the students or adult leaders. We 
need our community to pray for 
us while we are gone, prayers of 
protection, love, and for safety. 
Mission Trippers include Grant 
Lillehei, Noah Johnson, Peter 
Gavrilyuk, Andrew Stotz, Iona 
Welsch, Rachel Kretchzsmer, 
Julia Market, Ava Trettin, Emma 
Brown, Hannah McAleer, Emma 
Stanek, Stacy Stanek, Eugenia 
Gavrilyuk, Brooks Lillehei, and 
Pastor Heather. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a prayer part-
ner, please contact Pastor 
H e a t h e r  a t  p a s t o r h e a -
ther@sjlcl.org 

 

Children, Youth, & Family 

Vacation Bible 
School & Summer 
Service Camp 2019  

 

 

Campfires! 

Thank you to those 
serving in CYF 

Prayer Partners 
needed for mission 

trippers 
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Worship 

Summer Worship: 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 
 

S tarting Sunday, June 16, St. John's will explore 
"The Gospel According to...?"—A Summer Sermon 
Series. Each Sunday, we will hear from the works of 
a pop culture "theologian" such as Dr. Seuss, or 
Johnny Cash, or Bono, and they will be paired with a 
Gospel story. This mesh of God's story alongside its 
modern day version will give us new insights of how 
God is at work in our world and in our daily lives to-
day. 
● June 16 - Harriet Beecher Stowe: Freedom 
● June 23 - Johnny Cash:  Salvation 
● June 30 - Aaron Copland:  The Common Good 
● July 7 - Dr. Seuss: Finding Friends in the  
 Strangest Places 
● July 14 - John Pavlovitz:  Being Prophetic 
● July 21 - Tony Dungy:  Grace 
● July 28 - Cyndi Lauper: True Colors 
● August 4 - Bono:  The Human Race 
● August 11 - Andy Griffith: Truth Seeker 
● August 18 - James Taylor:  Searching 
● August 25 - Wizard of Oz: No Place Like Home  

Outdoor worship will be held on Sundays June 
23, July 28, and August 25 at the 10:00 a.m. service. 

Share your Musical Talent 
this Summer! 

 

A s a congregation, St. John's is blessed to 
have an abundance of youth and young adults 
who have developed their musical talents. Sum-
mer may provide more flexibility in your schedule 
for you to share your gifts and talents during wor-
ship. This summer we invite our young singers 
and instrumentalists to share their musical tal-
ents during the anthem or offering portions of 
worship. We would love to have you contribute to 
the meaningful fabric of worship this summer. 
Please contact our Music Director, Jonathan 
Kopplin at jonathan@sjlcl.org.  
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St. John’s Family 
Baptisms  
April 28  Charles Henrik Schoenfeldt 
  Payson Reese Berge 
 
May 12  Brady Jordan Kour 

wonderful.  We look forward to next school year.  
Thank you for your love of cooking and your love 
of providing such joyful hospitality and fellowship 
for our church 

● the WAM (Worship Arts Ministry) and CYF 
(Children, Youth, and Family) Teams for decorat-
ing the sanctuary during Lent, Easter, and Pente-
cost seasons.  You have helped make our wor-
ship rich with meaning 

● all who have provided music during worship this 
past year:  choirs, soloists, instrumentalists, and 
organists.  Your gifts and talents are part of the 
lifeblood of our church.  Congregation members, 
the Chancel Choir needs more members.  Will 
you consider joining the choir in the fall?  Same 
for kids in Grace and Praise Singers. Join us, 
please! 

 
Blessed June to all of you.  See you in church.  Don't 
leave church behind this summer.  It will be a vibrant 
and meaningful season for all of us. 
 
In Christ's grace and joy, 
 
Pastor Andy 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Those Aiding our Worship 
 

Thank You! 

T hose aiding our worship for reading, greeting, 
and serving communion can be found online at 
https://www.sjlcl.org/signup. Sign-up is done using 
Sign UpGenuis, it’s simple and quick. If you find you 
have trouble call the church office at 952-469-4916, 
give the dates you want to serve and we’ll do the rest. 
A reminder will be sent 5 days before the date you 
are to serve via Sign UpGenuis. Readings will be 
mailed out the week before from the church office. 
 
Don’t worry if you have never read, greeted, or 
served communion, give it a try— what a great way to  
experience a Sunday morning!  
 
For current scheduling see the weekly Sunday bulle-
tins (www.sjlcl.org/worship); watch your email for re-
minders. 

Scan to sign up 

Vote for your Favorite Song 
 

M any of us have favorite songs that we remember 
from Sunday School or Summer Bible Camps when 
we were growing up. Many of these are not listed in 
the hymnal, but have a strong connection to our for-
mative faith years. This summer, I would like to fea-
ture approximately 10 of these songs as a part of 
worship. Additionally, I would like to try and pull from 
a cross-section of our congregational population. 
Therefore in addition to the name of the song and 
where you remember singing it, I would like you to 
include your age. This way we have a multi-
generational representation. Email to jona-
than@sjlcl.org by June 2. Thanks, Jon Kopplin 

Don’t Miss a Service  
this Summer, Listen in! 

 

S t. John’s is able to connect people, on a confer-
ence line, to services at St. John’s. If you are ill, out 
of town, or unable to attend the services, but would 
like to listen, Call: 1-877-408-0392 and follow these 
instructions: 
 
1. Press speaker button on your phone set. 
2. When connected, you will be asked for a Confer-

ence Code: Enter 132410#.  
3. You will hear music until the sound technician (at 

St. John’s) connects you when the service has 
started. PLEASE NOTE: remember that you are 
on a conference line so those who are also listen-
ing on that line, can hear you as well. Use your 
mute button so others will not hear you. 

4. When the service is over, you may disconnect the 
phone by raising the handset and putting it back 
down to hang up. This is important, as your line 
will have a busy signal, if you don’t actually dis-
connect your line by hanging the phone up. 
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Living our faith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e will be serving dinner for 
Loaves and Fishes at Easter Lu-
theran (by the Lake) at Cliff and 
Pilot Knob on Thursday, June 20 
Volunteers are needed to prepare 
the food from 4:00-5:00 p.m. and 
serve the food from 5:15-7:15 
p.m. Please sign up on the bulle-
tin board in the narthex above the 
children’s coat rack.  
 
If you would like to make a mone-
tary donations toward this effort, 

please place your donation in an 
envelope marked “Loaves and 
Fishes” and place it in the offering 
plate or bring it to the church of-
fice.   
 
Any questions, contact Kathy at 
● 612-414-5073 or 
● kmcomer72@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you for your help with this 
serving opportunity.  

Serving Others—Thursday, June 20 

Take Action, Hands on Project 
 

G lobal Health Ministries is in need of both Hospice 
and Newborn Kits. St. John’s Global Missions team 
will be collecting items this fall for these kits. For 
those of you who sew, knit, or crochet there is a need 
for your skills to make diapers and/or baby caps for 
inclusion in these kits. Perhaps you will have some 
time over the summer months to get a head start on 
these items. Guidelines for the kits and directions for 
making the caps and diapers can be found on the 
GHM website at www.GHM.org, under “Take Action” 
then “Hands on Projects.” Thank you for helping those 
in need around the globe. 

Gratitude: noun 
grat·i·tude/ˈɡradəˌt(y)o͞od/ the quality 
of being thankful; readiness to show apprecia-
tion for and to return kindness. 
 

G lobal Mission would like to THANK the entire 
church community for their  generous support of our 
Lenten Bank project for the dispensary at Muhanga. 
We took in $2,701.23. Keep watching the bulletin 
board as we get closer to our goal. 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
 Thank you so much for allowing us to use 
your space and the piano for our piano recitals. St. 
John’s is a beautiful, welcoming place for my families 
to celebrate their children’s accomplishments. I ap-
preciate your willingness to host us! 
               Laura Pettis and students 
 
The Open Door thanks St. John’s or the donation of 
101 pounds of food collected in May. 
 
Dear St. John’s 
 Thank you for your gift given to your synod, 
received by ELCA World Hunger in March 2019. Your 
generous gift is enabling transformative works of love 
her in the United States and in 60 countries around 
the world. 
 
 

Every generous act of 
giving, with every  

perfect gift, is  
from above 

 
James 1:17a 



14 St. John’s Journal — June 2019 

Special Giving Opportunities 
May/June Pink Offering Envelopes 

 

T he May and June funds from 
the St. John’s pink offering enve-
lopes will go toward the Loaves 
and Fishes program. 
 
St. John’s serves a monthly meal at 
Easter Lutheran by the Lake in 
Eagan to those in need. St. John’s provides the meal 
and volunteers. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward this 
worth while cause, please use your May/June offering 
envelopes, or a pink envelope marked May/June spe-
cial offering. Place in the offering plate, drop off or 
mail into the church office. Offering may also be made 
online at www.sjlcl.org; follow the “donate” tab on the 
left-hand side of the homepage. 
 
All are welcome to prepare or serve this monthly 
meal. Sign up on the community bulletin board in the 
narthex above the children’s coat rack. 

Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored Students in Tanzania 
Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 

Pop Up Bible Study 
 

W e've rolled out a new pop-up Bible study oppor-
tunity for you on our app that you can do anywhere 
with anyone or even by yourself. It is called Everyday 
Bible Conversations (EBC). It is completely mobile 
and portable, so you could meet a couple friends for 
coffee at Caribou or sit in a friend's living room, hit St. 
John's app on your phone, and locate the EBC page 
right in the middle of the footer where you see a cof-
fee cup. Eventually, we 
will designate a location, 
day, and time each week 
for someone from St. 
John's to even host a 
quick EBC for anyone 
who can swing in maybe 
before you head in to 
work. Give this a try! Here 
is the link to download St. 
John's app. The app is 
f r e e :  h t t p s : / /
tithely.app.link/st-johns-
l u t h e r a n - c h u r c h - o f -
lakeville-mn 
 
Give it a whirl! 
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Ministry finance 

T he Ministry Finance Team presents this Financial 
Performance Report (“FPR”) for April 2019 to the 
Saint John’s Lutheran Church Congregation and St. 
John’s Lutheran Church Council.  
 

General Fund Report 
 

For April 2019:  
● Offering revenue was $53,421; which is 1.02% 

above budget 
● General Fund revenues were $55,224; which is 

2.20% below budget 
● General Fund expenses were $50,839; which is 

8.35% below budget  
● General Fund net performance was $4,385 for 

April 
 
Year to date (“YTD”) 2019: 
● General Fund revenues are $206,854; which is 

0.60% above budget 
● General Fund expenses are $187,315; which is 

8.04% below budget 
● General Fund net performance is a positive 

$19,539 through April 
 

Comments & Observations: 
 
April revenues were right in line with budgeted num-
bers. Expenses are lower than budget thanks to de-
ferred filling of the Children, Family & Youth position.  
 
From January 1 to April 30, year to date General and 
Benevolence Fund cash has increased by $28,500, 
which is helpful as we move into the summer months. 
 
With the search for a full-time permanent Children, 
Family & Youth staff person beginning, it is antici-
pated that operating expenses will be below budget 
until a person for the Children, Family & Youth Direc-
tor position is identified and joins the Church staff. 
 

Benevolence Fund Report 
 
The Benevolence Fund is allocated a portion (6%) of 
total revenues. Benevolence Fund expenditures are 
limited to the amount allocated to the Benevolence 
Fund.  
 
During the year, there often is a positive balance in 
the Benevolence Fund. Expenditures are commonly 
made later in the year or when funds are allocated to 
the Benevolence Fund for distribution. The Benevo-
lence Fund has no direct effect on monthly financial 
performance. 
 

Building Fund Report 
 
For April 2019: 

● Building Fund revenues were $14,837 
● Building Fund expenses were $10,094 
● Building Fund Net was a positive $4,743 

 
Year to date (“YTD”) 2019: 

● Building Fund Revenue are $51,191 
● Building Fund expense are $40,430 
● Building Fund net is a positive $10,761 
● Additional Principal payment of $20,000 was 

made in March 
 

Comments and Observations: 
 
Building Fund performance was favorable for April 
with the mortgage payment and expenses exceeding 
contributions and interest income by $4,734. YTD the 
Building Fund is favorable by $10,761 after adjusting 
for the additional $20,000 principal payment.  
 
For the first 4 months of 2019, the Building Fund per-
formance has resulted in over ½ of the additional 
$20,000 principal payment being recovered from 
member contributions. The current fund balance in 
the Mortgage Account provides a healthy 6-month 
reserve for mortgage payments. 
 
 
The members of the Ministry Finance Team are al-
ways available and willing to answer any financial 
related questions or provide information about the 
financial operations of St. John’s. Contact the Church 
office to be put in touch with a Ministry Finance Team 
member or if you see Barry Fick, Mark Gelle, Carla 
Haugen, Mike Sobota, Lisa Drogemuller, Andy 
Schultz, Ron Robinson, or Brad Paulson in 
Church, don’t hesitate to talk with them for additional 
information. We thank you for your ongoing financial 
support and encourage you to remain faithful in your 
giving as the year unfolds. 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Pastor: Heather Roth Johnson 
Financial Analyst: Tyra Wiemann 
Interim Youth Director: Christie 
  Wright 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Children's Ministry Director:   
 Nicole Major 
Vacation Bible School Coordinator: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery: Katlyn Major, Sydnee 
 Wright 
Facility Care: Butch Oswald 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (2nd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-12th) & 
Firelight Singers (Pre-K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
Organist: Shirley Peterson 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Pam Haukoos 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Compassion 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

OAsis 
 Dennis & Darcy Iverson 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Val Altendorfer 
 Diane Henning 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Tony Gleason 
 Megan Lillehei 
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