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“We are here to share and celebrate the saving power of Jesus Christ.” 
 

KNOW – GROWING – LOVING – LIVING 

St. John’s Journal 

D ear St. John's members and friends, 
 
The song goes like this: "As you go on your way, 
may Christ go with you. May He go before you to 
show you the way. May He go behind to encour-
age you, beside you to befriend you, above you 
to watch over, within you to give you peace."  
 
It is a beautiful song, meant to convey to us 
once again the sure and certain promise that 
always holds us: Christ, our living Savior, is al-
ways and everywhere surrounding us. With, be-
fore, behind, above, and within. 
 
We reiterate this promise for Ruthie Mhanga this 
month. Ruthie will be bringing her six-year run 
as St. John's Youth Director to a close in order 
to follow a calling that will take her into sharing 
her faith in the online world. There have been, 
and yet will be, tears over Ruthie's move into the 
next chapter of her life and vocation, but simply 
realize that tears like these bespeak gratitude 
and love. Think of Alfred Lord Tennyson's, "'Tis 
better to have loved and lost than never to have 
loved at all." We are grateful to have been able 
to grow in friendships with Ruthie for six good 
years (which, incidentally, is about 5 years 
longer than the average stay of a youth director), 
so our tears and prayers and well-wishes in this 
month ahead are all founded in gratitude to God 
for having led Ruthie to St. John's and in love for 

having worshipped and worked side-by-side with 
her.  
 
Ruthie, we share prayers of godspeed with you, 
Bariki, Musa, and Imani and trust fully that our 
paths will cross again many, many times in the 
future. We will worship with you as our Youth 
Director for the last time on Sun., Feb. 25, and 
then will share in thanking you and celebrating 
your years here with a congregational meal after 
the second service that day. We also will pray 
for you, remembering how very normal it is to 
share in experiencing this life-change with you 
as your life and faith evolve and take on greater 
shape by God's leading. 
 
Ruthie will be sharing information about a trip to 
Atlanta she recently took through the St. Paul 
Area Synod at A.C.E. on Sun., Feb. 4. Be here 
that day to worship and be in A.C.E., as well as 
on Sun., Feb. 25, for our congregational blessing 
of Ruthie, Bariki, and their boys. 
 
Thank you for your ministry and witness to 
Christ, Ruthie. We are the better for it as a con-
gregation.  
 
Gratefully, 
 
Pastor Andy and St. John's Lutheran Church 
congregation 
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Need a Phone Number of  
a St. John’s Member?  

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 
for contact information. Phone directories 
are also available in the narthex. 

Prayer Requests 

S t. John’s members and any others who 
may be in need of prayer may be placed on St. 
John’s Prayer Chain by calling Diane Hammer 
or emailing to d_hammer@charter.net 
 
Prayer requests may be included in our public 
prayers on Sunday morning by calling the 
church office during the week or by submitting 
the request to Pastor Andy in writing prior to the 
service. 
 

All Prayer Chain request are confidential. 

www.sjlcl.org 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Judy Nyssen: judy@sjlcl.org 
 

Ruthie Mhanga: ruthie@sjlcl.org 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 
 

Cheryl Springer:cheryl@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 
 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 
 

Shirley Peterson: shirley@sjlcl.org 
 

David Nyssen: david@sjlcl.org 

To love him with all your heart, with all 
your understanding and with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbor as 

yourself is more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices. 

 
Mark 12:33 
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Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

 

nowing 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Family 

 
Baptisms:  
12/31/17 Jarrett Michael Polk 
1/7/18  Adeline Rose Blaschko 
 
Funerals:  
1/5/18  Preston Scott Drogemuller 
 

Everyday Ministry –  
Living St. John’s Mission  

Together 
  

H ave you ever…  
  
Wondered how to bring Jesus into a conversation, 
even when your heart yearned to share His love 
with others? Hesitated when you had an opening 
to invite someone to come and visit St. John’s? 
Wanted to share how much your faith means to 
you, yet held back?  
 
If these questions remind you of an opportunity 
that may have been missed (as they do for me), 
we hope you will join us as we explore ways to 
share our love of the Lord and of St. John’s with 
others. Soon, you will have the opportunity to sign-
up for Everyday Ministry. We will meet for four ses-
sions, the first offerings in April, to learn and share 
ideas so we all gain new insights into how to follow 
through on sharing our greatest gift—Christ's 
love—with others in our lives.  
  
Watch for more information about Everyday Minis-
try and how to sign-up in the coming weeks! 

Noisy Offering Sunday 
 

G et Ready for a “Noisy Offering” on Sunday, 
February 4.  Start saving your coins (bills, too!) to 
put in soup pots on Souper Bowl Sunday, Febru-
ary 4.  On a day of much excess via the football 
Super Bowl, let’s see how much noise we can 
make dumping all our coins in pots during both ser-
vices to help feed and care for the hungry and 
those who do not have any excess in their 
lives.  We will be donating the Noisy Offering to 
The Open Door.   

Flower and Bulletin  
Sponsorship 

 

T he sign-ups are back for Altar flowers and bulletin 
sponsorship! Paper sign-up sheets for altar flower 
and bulletin sponsorship can again be found by the 
bulletin board above the children’s coat rack! Sign up 
continues to be available online at www.sjlcl.org In 
the footer section of any page under “Give” follow the 
“2018 Bulletin/Flower Sponsorship” tab. You may 
also call the church office at 952-469-4916 to sign up. 



4 St. John’s Lutheran Church February 2018 

 
Knowing Christ is our Savior as revealed in Holy Scripture 

T his Lent, we will go back to 
our roots of focusing on bap-
tism. Our Lenten theme is, 
"Baptized: Marked for Living!" 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday 
and moving all the way into our 
Last Supper observance on 
Maundy Thursday, we will work 
to understand our baptisms 
more deeply and personally with 
the hope that our 40 days of 
Lent will be marked by all of us 
more consciously examining 
how we live our lives, how we 
put our faith in Jesus, how we 
actively seek to serve Him by 
denying ourselves of serving 
other "gods," and how we can 
make important changes in our 
lives to more faithfully follow our 
Lord and Savior.  
 
On the First Sunday in Lent, 
Feb. 18, during the early part of 
the liturgy in worship, we will 
specifically not sing a hymn of 
praise. Instead of marking this 
time of praise toward God with 
"Alleluias" as joy for God's 
mercy toward us sinners, we will 
indicate to God that we are sus-
pending time so that we can 
more deeply mull over our sin, 
our rebellion toward God, and 
what is often a significant lack of 
self-examination of our sinful-
ness and gluttony. This Lent, 
this will help us recognize, in 
some small way, our dramatic 
need for God's grace in our bap-
tisms and the merciful love with 
which God cleanses us when 
we are baptized into Jesus' life, 
death, and resurrection. We will 
bring the Hymn of Praise back 
on Easter Sunday to signify that 
our time of deep self-
examination has given way to 

even deeper praise to the God 
of all things, including forgive-
ness and resurrection from the 
dead, even for us.    
 
I will invite you this year to begin 
Lent by denying yourself some-
thing very significant. Please 
don't let it be chocolate or a cup 
of expensive coffee, but go 
deeper. Deny yourself the 
pleasure of ongoing anger to-

ward someone and start the 
work of not letting the anger 
have power over you anymore, 
put it away for good, and begin 
the journey of forgiveness. Deny 
yourself arrogance and self-
righteousness, and instead 
watch your words and how you 
say things to make yourself feel 
and appear more important, and 
then start the work of humbling 
yourself sincerely and serving 

others. Deny yourself of being a 
controller, always trying to have 
the last word, always wanting 
things your way, and relishing 
the game of bending people to 
your will, and then tell God that 
these intentions of your heart 
belie a much deeper insecurity 
and need to be validated; then, 
put your trust in God's desire 
that you have a steady diet of 
moving to the beat of others' 
drums often in order to live in 
healthier, more mutual ways. 
Deny yourself the gluttony of the 
purchase of anything other than 
your necessities for these six 
weeks; let this show you not 
only what you can live without, 
but also how much power 
spending and buying has over 
you, as well as how much we 
mindlessly spend when we 
could otherwise use that money 
to help others who have much 
less than we have.    
 
Please give yourself the grand 
opportunity to ponder deeper 
purposes of your life during Lent 
this year. Come on Wednes-
days from February 14 through 
March 21 at either 5:00 pm or 
7:00 pm for Lenten worship 
services with the gorgeous 
"Joyous Light" liturgy and 
stay for a Lenten supper be-
tween services from 5:15 - 6:45 
pm for fellowship around a deli-
cious meal. I very much look 
forward to sharing our Lenten 
journey with you again this year. 
 
In gratitude for our baptisms into 
our Living Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 
Pastor Andy 

Lent 2018, “Baptized: Marked for Living!” 

 
I will invite you this 
year to begin Lent by 
denying yourself some-
thing very significant…
anger… self arrogance 
and self-righteousness, 
… being a controller, …
gluttony of the purchase 
of anything other than 
your necessities… give 
yourself the grand op-
portunity to ponder 

deeper purposes of your 
life during Lent this 

year. 
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Lenten Meals 
Benefitting Loaves and Fishes 

 

W e hope you will join us for a Lenten Supper 
to be served between 5:15 and 6:45 p.m. each 
Wednesday beginning Ash Wednesday, February 
14 during the season of Lent. There is a nominal 
fee of $4 for adults, $3 for children, and $10 for 
families. The proceeds from the suppers benefit 
the Loaves and Fishes Program. 
 
We appreciate all the help from circles, the Sunday 
school, the youth, and Boy Scouts for preparing 
the meals, as well as all the other volunteers from 
the congregation.  The meals could never be a 
success without all the many people who help. If 
you haven’t ever joined in on the fun, this might the 
year to try. Many hands make for a lighter load. 
Look for sign-ups in the narthex. 
 

The menus will be: 
 

February 14: Hamburger Soup and grilled 
cheese sandwiches served by Deborah Circle. 

February 21: Lasagna and salad served by the 
youth. 

February 28: Pulled pork sandwiches and 
beans served by the Boy Scouts Troop 111. 

March 7: Sloppy Joes and assorted salads 
served by Sunday School families. 

March 14: Tortellini soup and egg salad sand-
wiches served by Hannah Circle. 

March 21: Chili and hot dogs served by Mary 
Circle. 

Lenten Bank Project:  
Foundation for Health  

 
Dear friend I pray that you may enjoy good health 
and that all may go well with you even as your soul 
is getting along well. 3 John 1:2 
 

S tarting Ash Wednesday February 14 and con-
tinuing throughout the season of lent, the Global 
Mission Team invites you and your family to take 
home a bank in order to support our partners in 
Muhanga and pray for them. The funds this year 
will continue to go to their project of building a 
medical dispensary. The total needed for this pro-
ject is around $27,000 to complete. You can check 
out the Global Mission Board in the front hallway by 
Mark if you want to check out our current progress. 
We are committed to seeing this project through 
with our partners.  
 
Building progress in Muhanga Village goes slow 
because of the difficulty transporting materials and 
organizing the congregation to build in between 
their family life and farming activities. So our sus-
tained commitment and support is needed through-
out this process. In the summer of 2014 this was a 
vision the people of Muhanga shared with our mis-
sion team and our church enthusiastically sup-
ported. In 2017, ground was broken on the site and 
St. John’s members were able to help move some 
dirt to make a place for the dispensary. Now it is 
time for the foundation for the building. Join with 
our partners in Muhanga and support them prayer-
fully and financially in this project to bring health 
care to their village.   

Dear friend I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well 
with you even as your soul is getting along well. 3 John 1:2 

Foundation for Health 
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Winter Adult Bible study:  
The Gospel of Matthew  

 

W e just completed the Year of Matthew as our 
gospel focus in worship in 2017. This gospel is rich 
and beautiful, especially in parable imagery, but it 
has confounded preachers and lay people alike, as 
well. How do we make sense out of the hope, 
beauty, and calling of the Sermon on the Mount, for 
instance, while also grappling with many of the par-
ables that seem to shut some people out of the 
Kingdom of God? Come and be part of this study 
to find out! The study will take place on Monday 
afternoons from 1:00-2:00 p.m. on February 12, 
19, 26, March 5. It will also be held on Thursday 
evenings from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on February 1, 22, 
March 1, 8, 15. Mark your calendars. Sign up on 
the chart in the narthex today or call Jill in the office 
at 952-469-4916. There is no charge for this study 
and all are welcome! 

Special Giving Opportunities 
For January and February 

Youth Ministry 
 

T his January and February, 
donations from the St. John’s pink 
offering envelopes will go towards 
St. John’s Youth Ministry to subsi-
dize youth events. 
 
If you would like to make a contri-
bution toward this worth while 
cause, please use your January/
February offering envelopes, or a pew envelope 
marked January/February special offering. Place in 
the offering plate, drop off or mail into the church 
office. 

Stewardship Minute 
Top Ten Takeaways 

 
10. Stewardship resources abound! 
  
It turns out that the Body of Christ is overflowing 
with gifts for stewardship leadership: the newsletter 
archives are filled with reviews of books by biblical 
scholars, theologians, and leaders in finance, Bible 
studies and devotions on stewardship, sample ser-
mons, temple talks and newsletter write-ups, 
prayers and stewardship hymn suggestions, tips 
for seeking personal financial wellness, and ideas 
for congregational stewardship campaigns. For 
more resources go to www.luthersem.edu/
stewardship 
 
This concludes the last of the Stewardship min-
utes. 

 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me.” 
 

Matthew 16:24 

Youth and Family Ministry  
Programming will Continue  

as Usual 
 
 

O n behalf of the Youth and Family Ministry 
Team, we would like to offer a heartfelt thanks to 
Ruthie Mhanga for everything she has done for 
this congregation, the Youth Team, and most 
importantly, for our youth. As she leaves her po-
sition as Youth Director we hope she knows that 
we all will have a little piece of her with us at all 
times.  
 
The Youth Team would like to let everyone know 
that a Transition and Interview Team has al-
ready been selected to find a new Youth Direc-
tor. This team will be carefully and prayerfully 
searching for and interviewing candidates who 
will be the best fit for our youth at St. John’s. In 
the meantime, ALL planned youth events will be 
held and Pastor Andy will continue with the Af-
firm ministry. 
 
Be sure to join the Chili Feed on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25 after the second service; this will also be 
Ruthie’s send-off. 
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Our relationship with Christ through liturgical worship,  

Song, study, and prayer. 

 

rowing 

ACE on Sunday Morning 

S t. John’s Sunday morning Worship and Education programming includes opportunities for adults to 
continue faith development—growing our relationship in Jesus Christ. ACE on Sunday Morning features an 
engaging rotation of professional and lay speakers, presenting a variety of topics and allowing for reflection 
on scripture and interaction on matters of faith. ACE meets in the sanctuary 9:40-10:30 am, Bibles are pro-
vided and childcare is available in the nursery. Please join us every Sunday morning!  

February 4 
Travels with Ruthie: Thoughts 
from Atlanta. 
 

February 11 and 25 
Interfaith Conversations Lori 
Brandt Hale, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor of Religion, Augsburg 
University. 
 

February 11 
If “I am the Way” is the An-
swer, What is the Question? 

 
Many Christians believe that 
faith in Christ is and must be 
exclusive.  Is that what the Gos-
pels really say? In this session, 
we will explore the language of 
faith and commitment, the work 
of theological reflection, and 
ideas of exclusivism and plural-
ism. We will consider the ques-
tion: why should I welcome my 
neighbor whose religious beliefs 
are different than mine?   
  

February 25 

What is Pluralism Anyway? 
 
The hard work, and it is work, of 
interfaith dialogue is grounded 
on an understanding of plural-
ism and what it requires.  In this 
session, we will explore what 
pluralism is (and what it is not), 
why it matters, and how it can 
both clarify and strengthen 
one’s own religious commit-
ments. We will consider the 

question: how should I welcome 
my neighbor whose religious 
beliefs are different than mine? 

Lori Brandt Hale is an Associ-
ate Professor of Religion at 
Augsburg University where she 
has taught for nineteen 
years.  She specializes in the 
work and thought of theologian 
and Nazi resister Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer, serving as the Vice 
President of the International 
Bonhoeffer Society – English 
Language Section and Co-Chair 
of the Steering Committee for 
the Bonhoeffer: Theology and 
Social Analysis Group of the 
American Academy of Religion. 
Her work on Bonhoeffer has led 
her to think deeply about his 

ideas related to community, eth-
ics and vocation, and the ques-
tion, who is Christ for us today? 
These themes resonate with her 
students in the class she 
teaches most often: “Religion, 
Vocation, and the Search for 
Meaning II.” Together with her 
ethnically and religiously diverse 
students, she explores vocation, 
civil rights, a variety of world 
religious traditions, and plural-
ism/interfaith dialogue.  
  
Selected Publications and 
Presentations: 
Magazine Articles 
● “Is This a Bonhoeffer Mo-

ment?” with Reggie Wil-
liams. Sojourners Magazine 
(Cover Story,  February 
2018) 

Books 
● Bonhoeffer for Armchair 

Theologians, with Stephen 
Haynes (Westminster John 
Knox Press, October 2009) 

Book Chapters 
● “Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Politi-

cal Resistance in Tyrannical 
Times,” Radical Lutherans/
Lutheran Radicals (Cascade 
Books/Wipf & Stock, 2017) 

● “Lived Theology 101: Ex-
ploring the Claim ‘What We 
Believe Matters’ with Under-
graduates,” After 10 Years: 
The Project on Lived Theol-
ogy (Oxford University 

(Continued on page 8) 

Lori Brandt Hale 
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Song, study, and prayer. 

Press, 2017) 
● “Bonhoeffer’s Christological 

Take on Vocation,” Bon-
hoeffer, Christ, and Culture 
(Intervarsity Press, April 
2013). 

Presentations 
● “Is This a Bonhoeffer Mo-

ment?” Special Lunchtime 
Conversation at The Summit 
for Change, with Reggie 
Williams and Jim Wallis, 
Washington, D.C. (June 
2017) 

● “Vocation, Responsibility, 
and Public Life:  Reading 
Bonhoeffer with Interfaith 
Students,” International 
Bonhoeffer  Congress , 
Basel, Switzerland (July 
2016) 

  
February 18 

NO ACE at 9:40 am join us at 
2:00 pm for Basics of Islam & 
Muslims in America 
 
 

Basics of Islam & 
Muslims in America 
February 18 – 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

 
Regina Mustafa, Founder & 
Executive Director, Commu-
nity Interfaith Dialogue on Is-
lam (CIDI) 
 

S t. John’s Lutheran Church–
Lakeville continues to live our 
theme for 2018—The Year of 
the Neighbor—in our program-
ming, and especially, in the 
work of our hearts and minds, 
our hands and feet.  
 
To further this emphasis, we 
offer this special presentation as 
a multi-church event and as op-
portunity to welcome and come 

to understand more concerning 
our neighbors of differing faiths. 
St. John’s is pleased to host our 
guest speaker, Regina Mustafa, 
in Christ’s love and peace, and 
in cooperation with many area 
churches, all of whom we gladly 
welcome as part of our greater 
Lakeville-area community of 
faith. 
 
The presentation Basics of Is-
lam & Muslims in America will 
explore the five pillars of Islam 
and its basic tenets and teach-
ings. The role of the prophets 
and Islam’s holy text, the 
Qur’an, will also be discussed 
and explained. The presentation 
will also delve into Islam’s view 
on warfare, treatment of women, 
and the place of Muslims in 
American society. The presenta-
tion will be followed by a Q&A 
session. 
 
Regina Mustafa 
Originally from Philadelphia, PA, 
Regina formed the non-profit 

organization, Community Inter-
faith Dialogue on Islam (CIDI) in 
2014 where she also serves as 
Executive Director. She is the 
recipient of several awards, in-
cluding the Champion of Diver-
sity Award from the Diversity 
Council of Rochester in 2015 
and the Mayor’s Medal of Honor 
from the Mayor of Rochester in 
2016. Regina is currently pursu-
ing a Master’s degree in Human 
Services from Winona State 
University and, as of this year, 
she is the Area Coordinator for 
the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR) for Southeast 
Minnesota. 
 
“My inspiration comes from my 
children. I want a better future 
for them, a future where they 
can proudly hold their heads up 
high as Muslims and Ameri-
cans… If we want a more prom-
ising future for our children, we 
must engage in interfaith dia-
logue.” 
 
CIDI’s mission is to foster inter-
faith dialogue and promote op-
portunities for multi-religious 
and spiritual education for the 
purpose of peace. For more in-
formation about CIDI, please 
visit the website at: cidimn.org. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Regina Mustafa 

 
Son of man, how is 
the wood of a vine  

different from that of 
a branch from any of 

the trees in the  
forest? 

 
Ezekiel 15:2 
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One another through Christian Fellowship 

 

oving 

Back by Popular Demand  
and Coming Soon Under a New Name –  

St. John’s Dinner for Eight 
 

M any of you have shared how your relationships at St. John’s were en-
riched during your Dinner for Eight gatherings. We are every excited to be-
gin again: Beets for Eight - Flexible Fun Fellowship! So keep an eye out 
for more information, including an explanation of the unique name, and to 
signup as a single, couple, or family to meet, a few times a year, with a 
small group. Join in to grow your relationships with others in our St. John’s 
family. No beets are required – unless you want to serve them! If you have 
questions or would like to learn more; we would love to hear from you. Find 
us at St. Johns, email us at AllWelcome@sjlcl.org, or phone us 651-503-
0283. Looking forward to getting to know you better - your Beets for Eight 
team: Linda Devitt, Judy Tews, Karin Stokes, and Darcy Iverson.  
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Parish Nurse Ministry 
Cheryl Springer, RN, PN 

 

 
Loving one  another through Christian Fellowship 

Chronic Health Conditions  
and Activity 

 

W hen you’re limited by a chronic health condi-
tion, exercise may be challenging. However, a re-
cent study emphasizes that the benefits of  physi-
cal activity may be greatest for those with chronic 
disease. The study, published in the March 2017 
issue of Mayo Clinic  Proceedings, looked at the 
self-reported activity habits of almost 4,000 people 
60 and older. It was noted at the start of the study 
whether the participants had chronic or limiting 
health conditions including asthma, high blood 
pressure, heart disease, stroke, arthritis, diabetes 
and hip fracture. After an average follow-up of nine 
years, researchers found that inactive participants 
with the highest number of chronic conditions had 
the highest risk of death. Meanwhile, those with the 
highest number of chronic conditions experienced 
the greatest life-prolonging benefit from physical 
activity. While the risk of death over the study de-
creased by 30 percent in exercisers with no chronic 
conditions, the same risk decreased by 33 percent 
for exercisers with one chronic condition, 35 per-
cent in exercisers with two, and 47  percent in exer-
cisers with three or more. The risk reduction oc-
curred not just in people who said they exercised 
several times a week but also in those who re-
ported their activity level as several times a month 
and occasional. Your activity level and types of ac-
tivities may depend on the conditions you have, but 
any movement is better than none. Discuss with 
your doctor what activities are safe and any pre-
cautions you may need to take. 
                       

 From the “Mayo Clinic Health Newsletter, 
Feb. 2018 

P erhaps you have noticed the dark colored 
boxes sitting on the altar at the communion service 
on the first Sunday of the month and wondered 
about them. Or perhaps you have noticed people 
going up to receive them and wondered what that 
was about. The boxes are the kits that our Home-
bound Communion Ministers use to take commun-
ion to those St John’s members who are unable to 
attend worship. The kits are present on the altar 
and blessed during the service. The Home Bound 
communion ministers receive them at the end of 
communion and then take the bread and wine out 
to the homes, care centers or hospitals; either on a 
long-term or short-term basis. 

As ripples spread out from a dropped pebble in 
water so St. John’s communion spreads out from 
Pastor Andy sharing communion with the commun-
ion servers, the servers then spreading out to 
serve the congregation and finally members of the 
congregation spreading out to the community to 
serve those unable to come to church. So the won-
derful blessing is shared in an ever widening circle. 
 
Sue Lehmann, coordinator, and I would welcome 
any of you into the current group of Homebound 
Communion Ministers. Anyone who is interested 
will receive a short orientation and then be buddied 
with an experienced minister to learn the details. 
This ministry provides a great blessing both to the 
recipient and the server. Please feel free to ap-
proach either of us or any of the HBC ministers; we 
welcome your questions and interest. 

 

As ripples spread out from a 
dropped pebble in water so St. 

John’s communion spreads out from 
Pastor Andy sharing communion with 

the communion servers... 



11 St. John’s Lutheran Church February 2018 

 
Loving one  another through Christian Fellowship 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

T here continues to be a supply of the red yarn 
we use for the Affirmation stole in the education/
parish nurse office. If you are looking for a project 
to work on for the winter months stop by and pick 
up a skein. The stoles can be any pattern; knit or 
crochet; approximately 5-7 inches wide by 60-72 
inches long. 
 
Prayer Shawls are available for yourself, a family 
member or friend (they do not need to be a mem-
ber of St. John’s) whenever there is a need. Just 
ask Cheryl Springer or Alice Anton if you need one. 
We also have them available at all funerals here at 
St. John’s. 

BeFriender Ministry 
 

Our next meeting date is yet to be deter-
mined. 

 

W e welcome all who feel a call to this minis-
try! If you are interested in finding out more and 
meeting the current BeFrienders you are invited 
to come to any of our meetings. Please contact 
the parish nurse, Cheryl Springer, or Jan 
Paulsen.  

P lease check the bulletin board over the chil-
dren’s coat rack for postings about community 
events, volunteer and education opportunities and 
various local support groups. There are also vari-
ous brochures available on the counter below the 
bulletin board. In addition here are some general 
resources for Dakota County: 
 Community Resource Guide for Children and 

Families in Dakota County 

Dakota County Public Health Dept. (DCPH) 
www.dakotacounty.us 651-554-6100. DCPH 
provides a broad range of services to individu-
als, families, and communities to promote and 
protect the health of the residents of Dakota 
County. 

DARTS: Creating connections that enrich ag-
ing. www.dartsconnects.org 651-455-1560 

ERA: Elder Resource Association-south of the 
river www.erasouth.org 952-707-4120. Promot-
ing area services for older adults and caregiv-
ers. 

Senior Linkage Line-a one stop shop for MN 
seniors : 800-333-2433. 

● Transitions: Family support Services. Contact: 
Barbara Schlatter; 952-270-5877 bschlat-
ter09@gmail.com 

● Jan Can: Helping with life’s chores Contact Jan 
Ingham LLC (licensed and insured) at 612-719-
8072 or jan@jancanhelp.org 

Crafter Thursday 
 

O ur next dates will be: 
 
● February 7 for paper crafts of all sorts. Bring 

your own project to show and work on or help 
make cards for the card ministries.  

● February 28 for needlework of all sorts. We 
gather in the narthex sitting area for a morning 
of stitching and fellowship. 

 
All are welcome! We start at 9:00 a.m. Come when 
you can; stay as long as you want and leave when 
you must. 

 

The steadfast love of the  
Lord never ceases,  
his mercies never  
come to an end. 

 
Lamentations 3:22 
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Loving one another through Christian Fellowship 

Ruthie, Mhanga 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B y now it is my hope you 
have all received the news that I 
will be leaving the position of St. 
John’s Youth Director this 
month. These past six years 
have been a blessing to myself 
and my family. Thank you for 
entrusting me with the responsi-

bility of celebrating and sharing 
the saving power of Jesus 
Christ with the youth of this con-
gregation. I thank God for the 
strength, guidance, and words 
that have shaped this ministry 
and have great trust that God 
will continue to guide this con-
gregation into the future.  
 
My last official day in the office 
will be February 15. I will be 
here the following two Sundays 
to celebrate first communion 
with our 5th graders and then to 

partake in the wonderful fellow-
ship at the Chili Feed on Febru-
ary 25. It is my hope that I am 
able to personally say thank you 
to each person who comes 
through the serving line at the 
chili feed and have the opportu-
nity to serve you one last time. 
 
Much love, 
Ruthie Mhanga 

Camp Sunday  
 

W ear your best camping attire to church on 
Sunday February 11, 2018 as we celebrate our 
partnership with Sugar Creek Bible camp. Help us 
welcome Don Shunkwiler, Sugar Creek Executive 
Director, to St. John’s to preach in worship. And 
get your kids ready to head to Bible camp with St. 
John’s this summer and experience God in a 
whole new way! 

God's Power Gang 

Friday, February 9, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

Join us for community building, Bible study, & 
games. Youth group is where Christ's love is 
shared and grows!  Open to all of our 3rd-5th grade 
youth and their friends.  

Next date: Friday, March 16, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

Graduating Senior Dinner  
 

G et ready for our Second Annual Graduating Senior Dinner where our 10th 
and 11th grade youth host a special three course dinner for our graduating sen-
iors! Seniors will have the opportunity to discuss life and faith after high school 
with each other and our youth director. We have important jobs we need cov-
ered to make this a success, like planning each course of the meal, decora-
tions, and serving. The event will be held Thursday February 15, 6:00pm. 
 
● 12th graders need to RSVP to this dinner by February 8, 2018 to 

Ruthie@sjlcl.org  Dress nicely for this event. 
● 10th & 11th graders and adults need to email Ruthie@sjlcl.org to get signed 

up to volunteer.  
 

Please make an effort to celebrate our seniors in this way because younger youth will cele-
brate you when your time comes to graduate as well!  nice white and black clothing. 

 

Dress code:  
Wear nice 
black and 
white  
clothing. 
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The Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 

church, our communities, and our world. 

 
iving 

I n August 2017 St. John's sent 
a mission team to be with our 
partner congregation in Mu-
hanga, Tanzania. Each month a 
different member will be sharing 
a story from that experience 
here in the newsletter. We ask 
that you continue to hold our 
partnership in prayer as we con-
tinue to support the sharing of 
the Gospel through the global 
church. 
 

Ruthie Mhanga’s 
Story  

 

W hen we were in Iringa 
Town at the Lutheran Center, 
we met a gentleman on his way 
to the Mbeya Region. He was 

on his way to work on many dif-
ferent projects with many differ-
ent pastors and people he met 
during his many years of work-
ing with Tanzania. He pro-
ceeded to tell us about the pro-
jects he was working on and 
posed the question to our group 
asking about what we were do-
ing here in Tanzania. I tossed 
out an answer for our group, 
“we are here to visit our friends 
in Muhanga Village.” I think it 
caught him off guard because 
he didn’t quite know how to re-
spond. We as Americans are so 
used to talking in terms of ac-
complishments, but the relation-
ship we have been able to build 
with the Lutheran church in Mu-
hanga over the last 17 years is 
a huge accomplishment that 
needs to be celebrated and ac-
knowledged. And as with any 
relationship, we support each 
other. We have financially sup-
ported many projects of the Lu-

theran church in Muhanga over 
the years. Currently, we are 
supporting the building of a 
medical dispensary. It is the Lu-
therans and the people of Mu-
hanga village that are doing the 
project. They are the ones mov-
ing the dirt, collecting the foun-
dation stones, and making the 
bricks. We are financially sup-
porting this project the best we 
can.  Every member of St. 
John’s who has visited, would 
say the people of Muhanga re-
mind us to celebrate our won-
derful God and be joyful. They 
teach us that a schedule isn’t as 
important as the time we spend 
together, and we continue to 
encourage each other in our 
faith. It is my hope that you real-
ize you are being prayed for and 
encouraged by your Christian 
friend’s half way around the 
globe.  
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Living the Word of God, especially in serving others, in our 
church, our communities, and our world. 

St. John’s Grief Support Ministry  

“I lift my eyes to the Mountains..” 
  Psalm 121:1 

“How Long,  
O Lord?” 

Genesis 37: 29-36 
Psalm 13:1-6 

  

W ith the psalmist of old we 
also cry, “How long, O 
Lord?...How long must I bear 
pain in my soul, and have sor-
row in my heart all the 
day?”  (Psalm 13:1,2) At times 
grief subsides and, for a few 
hours, we feel like our old 
selves again. But then loss and 
longing come surging back to 
make us wonder if we will ever 
get over it. 
 

Grieving takes time. Recovery is 
two steps forward, one step 
back—and often one step for-
ward, two steps back.  Like 
Jacob, we may refuse to be 
comforted and feel sure that we 
will go to our graves mourning 
(Genesis 37:35); but, by the 
grace of God, our anguish will 
not last that long.  God has 
kindly given us only a limited 
capacity to grieve.  After awhile, 
depression begins to lift, tears 
run out, the ache is less intense, 
and we begin to think of other 
things.  When this happens, we 
need not berate ourselves for 
disloyal forgetfulness, but can 
welcome healing as the gift of 
God. 

Prayer: O Lord, through how-
ever long it takes, give us faith 
to trust that healing is happen-
ing. In Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
Thought for the day: Our grief’s 
run out; God’s grace does not. 
     
The Lonely House, 
Lowell O. Erdahl, Bishop Emeri-
tus of the St. Synod Of the ELCA; 
1989, CSS  
Publishing Company, Inc. 

360 Communities, for our gift 
from St. John’s Mitten Tree, in-
cluding: 83 new items, 46 home-
made items, and 56 slightly 
worn items all meant to keep 
those in need warm during the 
winter months. 
 
Also from 360 Communities a 
thank you for our donation to 
Lewis House and the Armful of 
Love program. 
 
For more than 45 years, 360 
Communities has built trusting 
relationships with our neighbors 
in crisis and provided them with 
the hope and support they need 
to navigate past difficult periods 

in their lives. 
 
Hope Lodge, Dear Friend, 
Thank you for your generous 
donation to Hope Lodge. Gifts 
like yours help enable us to pro-
vide free housing and a home 
away from home for our guest. 
 
Again thank you, 
Hope Lodge staff 
 
Feed My Starving Children, 
thank you for the $500.00 you 
donated to provide 2,272 nour-
ishing MannaPack meals that 
are reaching kids in need 
around the world. 
 

Together we sent 5 million 
meals to Somalia and continue 
to work with partners in Haiti as 
the effect of Hurricane Matthew 
continued through 2017. 
 
 

For nothing is  
Impossible 
with God. 

 
Luke 1:37 

St. John’s Members are Making a Difference in Peoples Lives! 
Thank You Notes from:  
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Deacons on Duty 
2/4 Iverson, Iverson/—,— 
2/11 Iverson, Iverson/—,— 
2/14 Nyssen, Wright/Wright, 
 — 
2/18 Iverson, Iverson/—,— 
2/21 Fuerniss, Wright/Wright, 
 — 
2/25 Fuerniss, Nielsen/
 Nielsen, — 
2/28 Iverson, Iverson/—,— 
 
Communion Servers 
2/4 Fick, Williamschen, 
 Springer, Moller, Barth/
 Wood, Gustafson, Howell, 
 Howell, Hanson 
2/14 Hartwig, Hartwig, Nelson, 
 Pasvogel, —/Wigley,  
 Wigley, Afdahl, Ziller, 
 Anderson 
2/18 Grimm, Schaller, Johnson/
 Wright, Casperson, Wood 
 
Greeters  
2/4 Brandt/Lindquist 
2/11 —/Moe 
2/14 Enggren/— 
2/18 Knutson/Moller 
2/21  Larson/Springer 
2/25 Manninen/Wigley 
2/28 Meyer/Wright 
 

Pew Preparation 
Week one: Luckman 
Week two: Wigley 
Week three: Sizer, Schultz 
Week four: Ziller 
 
Readers 
2/4 —/Pastika 
2/11 Sandberg/D. Knutson 
2/14  Youth/Youth 
2/18 Nelson/LIndquist 
2/21  Youth/Youth 
2/25 Johnson/Esser 
2/28 Youth/Youth 
 
Worship Set-up 
2/4 Kranig, Wolf, Spitzner 
2/11 Haukoos 
2/14 Kranig, Johnson, 
 Spitzner 
2/18 Barth, Johnson, Haukoos 
2/25 Haukoos 
 
Usher Teams 
2/4 Paulsen/Schultz 
2/11 —/Paulson 
2/14 Pasvogel/Anderson 
2/18 Knauff/Wright 
2/21 Hammer/Grimm 
2/25 Lehmann/Grimm 
2/28 Larson/Afdahl 
 
 

 
Bulletin Assembly 
2/2 Cross 
2/9 Manninen 
2/16 Wolf 
2/23 Knauff 
 
Sound Technicians 
2/4 B. Wright/Casperson 
2/11 Nelson/Aakre 
2/14  Anderson/R. Wright 
2/18 Barth/Garlock 
2/21  B. Wright/Nelson 
2/25 Casperson/Anderson 
2/28 R. Wright/Barth 
 
Coffee Servers 
Team Captain: Judy Borchardt 
Members: Michlitsch, Milbradt, 
Cozad, Afdahl 

 

Those Aiding our Worship 
 

Thank You! 

Sunday  
Worship: 8:30 and 

10:45 a.m.  
 

Lenten Services: 5:00 and 
7:00 p.m.  

 

Reminders will be sent out 
via email. 

6th grade 
Crucifer 

7th grade 
Acolyte 

8th grade 
Greeter 

9th grade 
Usher 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

Matthew 6:21 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Administrator: Judith Nyssen 
Youth Director: Ruthie Mhanga 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Parish Nurse: Cheryl Springer 
Children's Ministry Director:   
 Nicole Major 
Children’s Ministry assistant: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery: Katlyn Major, Sydnee 
 Wright 
Facility assistant: David Nyssen 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (3rd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-9th) & 
Firelight Singers (K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
Organist: Shirley Peterson 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 TBD 
 

Treasurer 
 Carla Haugen 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
 

Member Relations & Events 
 TBD 
 

Evangelism 
 Dennis & Darcy Iverson 

 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

Compassion 
 Dave, Lisa Horn 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Linda Nielsen 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Christie Wright 
 Sydnee Wright 
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