
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Journal Express, May 1, 2020 
 
Dear St. John's Church family, 
 
Welcome to May.  This year's blooming May flowers bring a brightness we all need as we continue to move 
through this unique, challenging time.  Through it all, though, God will not fail us.  And we will stick together as a 
church family and as God's blessed and beloved people.   
 
Starting this month, a new slogan will help us rally around what is most important:  #OneStJohns.  We will 
continue to pray for each other, look out for each other, pick each other up when we get down, laugh with each 
other, and stand together with each other (even if it is virtually over a computer or phone) because we 
are #OneStJohns, one church family blessed by God's love of all of us and by our love and care for each other.  
We're never giving up on each other, but rather are fighting to stay connected with one other.  We 
are #OneStJohns.   
 
Go ahead and use this hashtag and slogan when you post on Facebook or Twitter so we can show our church's 
solidarity with each other.  Way back when the Apostle Paul wrote his epistles to the churches in the Roman 
Empire, he said exactly this.  Read First Corinthians chapter 12, specifically 12:26-27.  Translating his "You are 
the body of Christ" imagery into our situation today, we can joyfully proclaim that we are #OneStJohns. 
 
Thank you for your continued faith, prayers, phone calls, and check-ins as you look out for your friends at church 
and even for us, your pastors and staff.  We are grateful.  Thank you for your gifts of offerings and your 
outpouring of love for our church.  God's richest blessings be yours today as we put our full faith, hope, and trust 
in Him. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Andy and Pastor Heather 
 
 

Congregational Meeting via Zoom, Sunday, May 31, 11:00 am 
 
A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 31, at 11:00 am.  It will be an opt-in meeting via Zoom (a 
video conferencing website), so the meeting will take place on your computer and not in-person at church.   
 
The purpose of the meeting is to let as many people as possible see one another, learn about how things are 
going at St. John's during this Coronavirus time, and share in conversation about our ministry. 
 
If you wish to be part of this Congregational Meeting, you will need to email Pastor Andy 
at pastorandy@sjlcl.org in order to receive credentials to join the meeting.  Deadline for receiving credentials is 
Thursday, May 28, at 12:00 pm.  If you have not used Zoom, a special Trial Run session will be held on 
Thursday, May 28, at 3:00 pm.  Instructions on how to get into a Zoom session will be emailed to everyone who 
signs up for the congregational meeting.   
 
In this unique time, we hope all of you will take advantage of sharing in this important congregational meeting.   
 

 



VBS—We are Going to Make it Happen! 
 
Hello to all VBS campers and your families!  
 
I just wanted to check in with you.  I hope you are doing well and surviving during this strange and often difficult 
time in which we find ourselves.  It was nice to see many of your smiling faces in the church’s Easter video :) 
 
I’m sure many of you are wondering what the plans are for VBS programming this summer.  There are still many 
things that are undecided yet but here is what I know so far: 
 
VBS has changed dates!!   To keep everyone safe and to hopefully allow for a face to face program, we are 
moving VBS to August 11, 12 and 13. The times and schedule are still to be determined and the dates are subject 
to change, but for now, please save these dates :) 
We will also need to likely do a modified version of our traditional VBS programming.  It will definitely include a 
shorter VBS event and most likely smaller groups of kids getting together.  We will also be using an alternative 
theme with activities that can take place outside.   
Our VBS this summer will be FREE for families!! If you previously registered for VBS, your fee will be refunded. 
 (Donations for this program are greatly appreciated but are not expected.) 
 
The takeaway of this information is this: VBS is not cancelled.  I’m going to do everything I can to bring a fun, 
faith-filled experience to the kids and their families in the unique times and circumstances we are currently living 
in. My hope is that we will be able to get together and share our faith with each other later this summer. 
 
Stay safe, be well In Christ 
Elisa Brown 
 
Join the Community of St. John's 
 
New to St John's? Interested in taking a next step into this community? On Saturday, May 9 from 9:30 am to 
10:30 am via Zoom! Yes, an online New Member class with Pastor Heather and team. If you are interested in 
learning more about St John's, please let Pastor Heather know at pastorheather@sjlcl.org. We would love to visit 
with you! 
 
Stay connected at www.sjlcl.org 
 
 Join Pastor Andy and Pastor Heather for a Zoom Coffee Hour on Sundays, May 3 and 10. All you have to 

do is pick what coffee hour works for you, either 9:30-10:00 am or 10:00-10:30 am, and sign up by sending 
Pastor Heather an email at pastorheather@sjlcl.org  
 

 Gal Pals Zoom In! Hey Ladies, join Pastor Heather and Amanda on Sundays, May 3, 10, 17 at 7:30 pm for a 
special zoom session. Bring your favorite drink and join in for some Gal Pal fun and good conversation. Any 
questions or suggestions of a more convenient gathering time? Just ask Pastor Heather at 
pastorheather@sjlcl.org or Amanda at amanda@sjlcl.org 

 
 New Zoom Bible Study Join Us! Pastor Andy is leading a Bible study on First Corinthians for six Mondays 

from 1:00-2:00 pm until June 1. If you missed a session don't let that stop you from joining us anytime.  
This study will be held via Zoom video conference on your computers.  To sign up, please email Pastor Andy 
directly at pastorandy@sjlcl.org.  

 
Sunday School 
 
 May 3, we will have our teaching teams meet each class via zoom. 

 
 May 10, Mother’s day we will try out a new you tube version of Sunday School that we may use for the 

summer. 
 

 May 17, is the last day of the traditional program year.  We will be celebrating our students and teachers. 
 


