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PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS IN A WIDE WORLD

As the children’s song goes: “He’s got the whole world in His hands! He’s got the whole wide world in His 
hands.” And yet we also yearn for personal connections: “I want Jesus to walk with me.” 

Here at St. John’s, we share this sense that we are at once both part of the Body of Christ in the world and, 
at the same time, a close and loving congregation filled with individuals. We are God’s children when we 
pray and worship on Sunday morning. And we are also God’s children all the other days of the week when 
we work, care for our loved ones, play, serve, celebrate, grieve, and everything else! 

This next year, St. John’s is committed to helping you find more of God in your own world by encouraging 
close connections. We’ll do this in small groups with others in our congregation. 

Many of us have common experiences and shared interests, and these experiences become a deep well of 
wisdom and understanding from which we can mutually support, encourage, and even have fun with one 
another. Are you a parent of young kids? An empty-nester? A caregiver? A knitter? A baker? Someone 
experiencing loss or challenges? We will grow as we discover together the ways in which Christ is a part of 
these experiences and interests. 

St. John’s staff and leadership is excited to facilitate new opportunities to grow in our connections with other 
members. A small group experience for you could be anything you want it to be! Through your participation 
in a small group, we pray that each person will build new relationships within our congregation, grow in 
discipleship, and experience the joy of knowing others and being known by others in faith and trust. Christ 
is important in our lives. And we are important to each other! 

We are blessed with a loving, dedicated staff and two awesome pastors devoting energy to this new emphasis. 
As we focus on our Stewardship Appeal for 2022, let us share both a sense of our personal relationship with 
Christ and our part in the Body of Christ. Please prayerfully consider increasing your gift in the coming 
year. Let’s join as one Body at St. John’s! Together, your gifts can help make St. John’s both a world-wide 
mission and a very personal connection to Christ.
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 Number of Givers Hoped For  183 Total

 Number of Givers Now 180 Total

This chart illustrates where we are with 
current giving. As you review this gift chart 
and find the level of your current offerings, 
ask yourself these questions:

◊ How does my giving level compare with 
other ways I use my money?

◊ How adequately does my giving reflect 
my gratitude to God for all the blessings I 
have received?

 Number of Givers Now 344 Total
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, LAKEVILLE

“And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works...” - Hebrews 10:24
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; 
come into his presence with singing.” - Psalm 100:1-2
Tell someone your favorite story of a Christmas Eve candlelight service, a Good Friday Tenebrae, 
or an Easter morning! Does it include music?

For most of us, music provides a memorable, even transformative part of worship. Whether we 
picture angelic children’s choirs, the awesome ensembles of Easter morning, or a quiet soloist walking 
with God, music stands at the core of our worship. Some of you have been everything from those 
angelic singing 3-year-olds to dedicated singing servants throughout your lives! 

Music builds strength in Christ! Choirs and singing bridge generational gaps, praise God, and fill 
our hearts with joy! St. John’s is aiming to bust out in song in 2022!

What does it take to move back into a worship filled with choir and other music? First, we need 
you! We need your talents and your love of joyful noise! We need you and your friends and families 
willing to sing out loud on Sunday mornings and jump into all the creative ways we can share music 
in a new age of indoor, outdoor, and even online worship! And we need your gifts!

Think about it! Choir kids are Christ-connected kids. Adults singing in the choir are engaged and 
serving. Instrumentalists share their unique God-given talents. Families singing with the organ in 
the pews share and demonstrate the Word of God in very active, real ways.

Hiring dedicated, inspirational, and nurturing music staff has never been more important. St. John’s 
voices will break out. Energy, vitality, and commitment will allow us to celebrate our blessings 
through music. Please prayerfully consider increasing your gift in the coming year. Let’s make joyful 
noise unto the Lord at St. John’s! 
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This chart illustrates where we are with 
current giving, and how we can reach our 
goal in 2022. As you review this gift chart 
and find the level of your current offerings, 
ask yourself these questions:

◊ How does my giving level compare with 
other ways I use my money?

◊ How adequately does my giving reflect my 
gratitude to God for all the blessings I have 
received?

◊ Where would I be on the chart if I doubled 
my offering? Can I consider doing that?

◊ How much more could I give if I really 
wanted to?

 Number of Givers Now 344 Total

 Number of Givers Hoped For 358 Total
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“And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works...” - Hebrews 10:24
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YOUTH – FUTURE AND HOPE

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11
The prophet Jeremiah speaks directly to St. John’s. He speaks directly to our Youth. 
Amanda Boe, St. John’s Children, Youth and Family Director, tells an amazing story about some of our kids 
at Bible Camp last summer. Our campers left their cell phones behind. . . and it was great! They experienced 
God! Our kids discovered that when we leave behind screens, games, calls, and texts, sometimes we also 
leave behind habits, judgment, and stress. We hear God best in quiet moments on the “mountaintop,” and 
Bible Camp was filled with mountaintop moments. 
Children grow up faster than ever, busier than ever, and more and more connected (and subjected) to the 
world, in nearly every waking hour. How does St. John’s reach our kids in these times? 
Enter the energy, love, and dedication of our St. John’s staff and lay-leadership, led by Amanda! We are 
changing the way our kids interact as we grow past the pandemic. Kids want to make a difference, they 
want to find purpose, but they don’t all have the same time, or the same interests. So we are making more, 
diverse mountaintops on which to bring our Youth. We are hosting Garden Club (thanks Tab!), bringing 
our Youth together to both literally and figuratively grow a garden in good soil. (They took their produce 
to low-income senior housing too!) There was a summer book club, there’s a Sunday movie club, there are 
high school Zoom opportunities, Campus Faith Club Ministries, and service and volunteer opportunities 
busting out all over! And of course, we continue to teach our children through Sunday School, Affirm and 
VBS, learning new ways to create Christ-centered fun indoors and out!
It’s working! VBS hosted 77 kids (with 30 volunteers), and about half were not from member families! Our 
Youth are excited to bring their friends to the clubs and opportunities – and their friends are coming! Our 
Youth are not all coming to the same opportunities. Garden Club spoke to some Youth, the Zoom calls to 
other Youth, and our Feed My Starving Children and other service projects excite still others. Not everyone’s 
mountain is the same, but everyone can find God on their own mountaintop! 
We are blessed with an amazing Youth-centered staff and lay-leadership. Thank you for all you do! The 
more help we can give them, the more great things we, and our Youth, can do. Please prayerfully consider 
increasing your gift in the coming year. God has a plan for St. John’s, and our Youth. Let’s help them walk 
toward their – and our – future and hope!
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This chart illustrates where we are with 
current giving, and how we can reach our 
goal in 2022. As you review this gift chart 
and find the level of your current offerings, 
ask yourself these questions:

◊ How does my giving level compare with 
other ways I use my money?

◊ How adequately does my giving reflect my 
gratitude to God for all the blessings I have 
received?

◊ Where would I be on the chart if I doubled 
my offering? Can I consider doing that?

◊ How much more could I give if I really 
wanted to?

 Number of Givers Now 344 Total

 Number of Givers Hoped For 358 Total
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“And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works...” - Hebrews 10:24


