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We are here to share and celebrate the saving power of Jesus Christ 
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God's most profound acts are acts of giving 
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Prayer Chain 
 

To be placed on St. John’s prayer chain email 
Diane Hammer at d_hammer@charter.net. All 
requests are confidential. 
 

 
 

Contact  
information 

 
Call the church office at 952-469-4916 for con-
tact information for St. John’s members. Phone 
directories are also available in the narthex. 
 
 
 

Visit us online 
 

www.sjlcl.org 
 
 
 
 

Serve 
Sign up for readers, communion servers, and 
greeters can be done at sjlcl.org/signup or by 
calling the church office at 952-469-4916. No 
experience is needed, just a willingness to 
serve. 

 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Pastor Andy: pastorandy@sjlcl.org 
 

Pastor Heather: pastorheather@sjlcl.org 
 

Amanda Boe: Amanda@sjlcl.org 
 

Tyra Wiemann:  tyra@sjlcl.org 
 

Christie Wright: christie@sjlcl.org 
 

Jill Fiereck: jill@sjlcl.org 
 

Nicole Major: nicole@sjlcl.org 
 

Elisa Brown: elisa@sjlcl.org 
 

Jonathan Kopplin: jonathan@sjlcl.org 
 

Amy Erlandson: amy@sjlcl.org 
 

Jamye Casperson: jcasperson@frontier.com 

Worship Schedule  
 

● Sunday worship: 8:30, 10:45 a.m. beginning Sep-
tember 8. 

 

● Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
Month. 

 

● Wednesday evening worship: 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
beginning September 11. 

 
 

Listen to Services Via a Phone 
            Call: 1-877-408-0392 and follow these  
            instructions: 
 

1. Press speaker button on your phone set. 
2. When connected, you will be asked for a Confer-

ence Code: Enter 132410#.  
3. You will hear music until the sound technician (at 

St. John’s) connects you when the service has 
started. PLEASE NOTE: you are on a conference 
line use your mute button so others will not 
hear you. 

4. When the service is over hang up the phone. 
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"For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son...."  John 3:16 
 

Y ou know what I love to do?  I love giving bigger-than-usual 
tips at restaurants or other places where employees rely on tips as 
regular income.  Nearly 100% of the time, these folks do not fall into 
any upper income scale because of their work.  But they deserve 
more.  They work as hard as anyone and often get little respect.  So, 
very often I'll order something off the menu less expensive than I oth-
erwise would order so I can leave a bigger tip.  Other times, when I 
cannot affect the price or cost, I'll still leave the big tip to keep this 
practice going.  It's been surprisingly fun, as there are days my tip to 
a server or barber or roadside vegetable stand worker will routinely 
be 35% of the bill, others when it is 50% of the bill, and still others 
even when it has been 100% or more of the bill. 
 
How did I come to do this?  I heard a sermon once by a pastor friend 
of mine who said someone else inspired him to do this.  He hadn't 
thought of it before, either, and, in fact, kind of grumbled about tips.  
But he gave it a try and, just as has been my experience, felt utterly 
free and joyful in doing it.  It changed his mind and his heart com-
pletely.  Same for me.  I've given far more than I ever would imagine 
I'd give.  I'll never go back to giving tips grudgingly  This joyful, fun 
freedom is very life-giving. 
 
I wonder if God felt this same way when giving His Son to the world 
out of his love?  When God gave more than we would ever imagine, 

(Continued on page 18) 

 

...giving really is at the 

heart of God and of us 

having a faith in God.   

Road Construction Update 

C ounty Road 50/202nd St. is officially closed between Cedar Avenue and Heath Ave. This means the 
turn onto Heath Ave. (toward St. John's parking lot) from CR 50/202nd St. is closed, as well. This section of 
roadway will be under construction until at least the end of 2019. 
 
To get to church, arrive by either 1), 2), or 3) below: 
 
1. Coming from north/east, drive southbound down Holyoke and turn left onto Heritage Drive.  Drivers can 

get into the church parking lot by then turning right (south) onto Highview and left on the driveway that 
cuts past Highview Hills Senior Living and into the church lot;  or, by continuing east on Heritage/200th 
St. and turning right (south) on Heath and driving to the east parking lot entrance 
 

2. Coming from the south/east, drive northbound through downtown on Holyoke, taking the first right at 
the round-about and driving until Highiew, turn left onto Highview, and then right on the driveway that cuts 
past Highview Hills Senior Living and into the church lot 
 

3. Coming from the west on CR 50, take the second turn on the round-about (this keeps you on CR 50) 
and drive until Highview, turn left onto Highview, and then right on the driveway that cuts past Highview 
Hills Senior Living and into the church lot 

From the pastor 
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I n November 2018, I saw an 
announcement that appeared in 
the St. Paul Area Synod newslet-
ter. It said that choirs were being 
formed in Minnesota and Tanza-
nia to participate in a joint choir 
tour in Iringa in July 2019. The 
idea was that together, singers 
will share music from their own 
culture while learning the music of 
the other’s culture. Over the 
course of a two-week period, the 
group would rehearse, explore 
Iringa, and perform at different 

areas around the Iringa diocese.  
 
Eventually, I and 20 other people 
from 6 St. Paul Area Synod 
Churches (and 1 Minneapolis 
Synod participant) made the trip 
to Tanzania. We joined with more 
than 20 Tanzanian singers to 
form a choir with the purpose of 
celebrating over 30 years of the 
St. Paul Area Synod and Iringa 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Tanzania. As 
noted in the announcement, our 
mission was to show how we 
“accompany one another in a 
spirit of mutuality, inclusiveness 

and vulnerability.” 
 
Every concert we gave was big-
ger than the one before. As we 
traveled to new places, other local 
choirs joined our concerts, so the 
final few concerts included multi-
ple choirs and the concerts lasted 
for over 3 hours each. The great 
thing was getting all these differ-
ent groups, representing different 
areas and different tribes together 
with a common purpose. It is my 
hope that the communication we 
helped to begin will continue after 
we  left and that the many Tanza-

(Continued on page 18) 

Living our faith 

 

Singing and living by faith in Tanzania 
By Barry Fick 
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Stewardship 

 

T his is what Bob Rustvold 
is—a real person who is a real 
giver. I sat down with Bob over a 
cup of coffee in August and asked 
him to share his story on how he 
became a giver- a steward- of his 
life and resources for God's 
church here at St. John's. The 
take-aways were joyful. The hope 
is that his story sparks your own 
thinking about the story of joy, 
faith, and giving you are writing 
with your life. Read on!   
 
First, Bob talked immediately 
about the impact his folks' exam-
ple had on him. He distinctly re-
members his mom and dad giving 
offering faithfully every single 
week in church. He told about a 
time he forgot to get offering from 
his parents when he went to Sun-
day school one morning and felt 
embarrassed when he had noth-
ing to put in the basket (he vowed 
to never let this happen 
again...and it didn't!). He spoke of 
his parents teaching him to al-
ways help out, pitch in, and go 
the extra mile, rather than just do 
the bare minimum, a critical life 
lesson in many ways. Likely, this 
spilled over into Bob being indus-
trious as a boy and having plenty 
of jobs, starting with mowing 
lawns. His folks did not miss the 
opportunity to teach him to give 
away some of his income, save 
some, and spend some of it. Over 
time, he watched his folks (his 
mother passed away less than 
two years ago and his father is 
still going in his 90's!) plan their 
finances well and joyfully and 
generously give to their church, to 
the ELCA, to Cathedral of the 
Pines Bible Camp, and even to us 
at St. John's, among many other 

beneficiaries. Bob has done the 
same, giving to World Vision, 2nd 
Harvest Food Bank, and the Un-
ion Gospel Mission, in addition to 
St. John's. It was not lost on me 
the dramatic importance role 
modeling of parents has on their 
children, especially showing them 
that giving and sharing is neces-
sary and joyful. 
 
Second, this story hit home for 
me: Bob talked about a time he 
encountered a homeless man 
cleaning up in a restaurant bath-
room. He said it changed him dra-
matically. This man was essen-
tially taking a sponge bath, as he 
had no bathroom and shower of 
his own. He was skinny and 
clearly lacked for food and nutri-
tion. The man looked at Bob and 
asked him for money for some-
thing to eat. Bob declined and 
walked away. But guilt followed 
him. He even said he felt God 
calling him to go back. So he did. 

He returned and gave the man 
some money for food. He said he 
didn't worry about how the fellow 
would use it. Food was clearly a 
need for him. Bob talked about 
the simple care and humanity of 
sharing with those who are in 
need and don't have enough.  
 
Finally, I was impressed by a cou-
ple things Bob said at the end of 
our conversation. First was this: 
"With my life, I don't want to 
waste opportunities. I've got to 
help." What would it be like if all 
of us took the approach of not 
wanting to waste our lives: our 
abilities, our time, our opportuni-
ties to help others, the energy we 
have for good things to come 
about in the world, and the faith 
that is in us to trust God to lead 
us in sharing ourselves in good 
and life-giving ways? This is the 
faithful stewardship of our lives. 
Also, Bob exclaimed, "I enjoy my 
life, but I don't have to have eve-
rything." He said this in the con-
text of the unbridled quest so 
many seem to be on of always 
wanting and having more, which 
requires us spending more and 
more of what we have on more 
and more stuff at the expense of 
being content and of sharing 
more with others. Lastly, Bob 
even called me back after our 
conversation and wanted to im-
press upon me that he under-
stands the need to grow in his 
giving every year, just as ex-
penses at church naturally grow 
every year and the needs are 
greater.  
 
Bob, thank you for sharing your-
self with us, your church family, in 
this way. We are grateful for you 
and for your witness to the good-
ness and abundance of God for 

(Continued on page 6) 

Real People as Real Givers 
by Pastor Andy Smith 

Bob Rustvold 
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Stewardship 

 

our lives, our church, and our 
world. You represent the micro-
cosm of us and are a Real Per-
son as a Real Giver as you live 
out your faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T his is what Perry and 
Cindy Fuerniss are—real people 
who are real givers. 
 
These words of theirs struck me: 
"The earliest roots of our giving 
come from our parents' exam-
ples...demonstrating what it 
means to steward, to serve, to 
move forward in faith putting trust 
in all that God is actively doing in 
the world." Many who are givers 
credit their parents' example. 
Wouldn't we agree that, most of-
ten, what our parents teach us in 
our formative years sticks? But it 
was also the phrase, "...to move 
forward in faith putting trust in all 
that God is actively doing in the 
world," that caught me.  
 
The life of faith is the life of trust 
in God being actively alive and at 
work in the world, moving our 
lives and life itself forward. The 
Fuernisses talk about being stew-
ards and givers in terms of seeing 
life in degrees of beauty, yet also 
degrees of ugliness, where great 
need is seen but also even 
greater possibilities. This is real. 
When trust is put in what God is 
doing actively in the world, givers 
like Perry and Cindy see God 
powerfully healing and renewing 
life with new possibilities. Gener-
ous giving responds to this. We 
find true hope in God, who we 
trust is the giver of every good 

gift. 
 
I found myself deeply moved 
when I heard the Fuernisses say, 
"It seems we can't possibly give 
as much as we have already re-
ceived, especially considering 
what God has done for us, in the 
gift of grace through the life, 
death and resurrection of his son, 
Jesus Christ—this is the ultimate 
model for the greatest giving, the 
greatest gift of all. The Bible 

shows us so many examples of 
giving and selflessness." In their 
own lives, Perry and Cindy have 
shown this, sharing themselves 
generously at St. John's Church 
and serving their Lord, the 
church, and people in many ways. 
They highlighted James 1:17: 
"Every generous gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights 
with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change." 
 
Finally, Perry and Cindy said, 
"The concept that sticks with us 
most is that we are not only stew-

ards of resources but almost a 
funnel through which resources 
pass in this life. There is so much 
need in the world. We appreciate 
the needs that are lifted up by the 
church family - things we wouldn’t 
be aware of - providing us the 
opportunity to work together for 
the betterment of God’s people in 
the world." Work together! Here is 
what our privilege and calling is 
as a church, right? The Fuernis-
ses said they are moved by what 
they see as an increased empha-
sis on outreach into the Lakeville 
community by our church and 
intentional welcoming of people. 
They also noted their inspiration 
by continued global mission con-
nections in Tanzania, Liberia, and 
more, particularly that we are 
aware of important needs around 
the world and act on them. Their 
closing words were, "We want to 
continue to support our church 
home at St. John’s as a Christ-
centered place of fellowship, 
learning and caring. St. John’s 
needs to be sustained with regard 
to what it takes to minister within 
and without." 
 
Thank you, Perry and Cindy 
Fuerniss, for being real people 
who are real givers.   
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 5) 

Perry and Cindy Fuerniss 
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Children,  youth, and  family 

 

Children, 
Youth and  

Family Staffing  
 

I  am looking forward to my 
new role at St. John’s and getting 
to know all of you as we begin 
this new journey together. I would 
like to offer a brief introduction to 
help you get to know me and my 
family. I grew up in southern Min-
nesota, went to college in South 
Dakota-meeting my husband 
Ryan there and after living in Ne-
braska for a few years we moved 
to Lakeville fifteen years ago. We 
have enjoyed raising our four chil-
dren here: Nathan 19, Lincoln 17, 
Gavin 15, and Elayna 12; you 
may run into us at our children’s 
athletic events or exploring near-
by parks and lakes. Our family 
has a love of food and we like to 
cook together, often experiment-
ing on family and friends with our 
culinary creations. 
 
As a child, I grew up in church 

assisting my mom in children’s 
faith programs. As I had my own 
children, I felt led by the Holy 
Spirit to be in a similar role. I love 
assisting in the growth of chil-

dren’s faith and accompanying 
parents on this journey. I will walk 
with you and with the help of 
God’s guidance, we will follow 
Jesus. Most of us children’s min-
isters have Matthew 19:14 hang-
ing on their office wall…. the “let 
the little children come to me” 
verse. Lately the words “do not to 
hinder them” seem to be jumping 
out at me, and I have been pay-
ing particular attention to the 
many obstacles that come be-
tween our ability to bring children 
closer to Jesus. With the addition 
of a Wednesday night worship 
and Youth group, I hope that 
families are able to bring their 
children closer to Jesus and we 
remove as many barriers as pos-
sible. 
 
In my first year at St. John’s, I am 
looking forward to getting to know 
you all and listening to your vision 

of the children, youth and family 
program. I will be assisting in 
many areas of the children’s pro-
grams and will plan many youth 
events including; service, retreat 
and fun faith formation opportuni-
ties.  
 
Please introduce yourself! I love 
to find out connections, places 
and people we all have in com-
mon. 
In peace, Amanda 
 

Nicole Major, Director of  
Preteen and Family Ministries 

 
Nicole coordinates 5th and 6th 
grade Wednesday night program-
ming and God’s Power Gang for 
3rd – 6th graders. She encourages 
children to learn the Bible lessons 
at their age level and to help them 
understand what it means. Nicole 
has a strong desire to show chil-
dren how awesome God’s love is 
for each of us. She has been a 
member of St. John’s since 2004 
with her husband Chris. They 
have 3 girls and live in Lakeville, 
MN. Nicole has a great passion 
for children and family ministry. 
She always looks forward to con-
necting with new families. Nicole 
has served on the CIC committee 
and has been on the children’s 

(Continued on page 8) 

Amanda Boe, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Nicole Major 
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education team for the past 7 
years. She also serves with her 
family as an usher team. Nicole is 
from northwest Iowa and gradu-
ated from the U of IA, with a de-
gree in Economics and Interna-

tional Business. Her full time job 
is being an Account Manager in 
Eagan, MN for a software com-
pany and is a busy mom running 
their girls to sports and activities. 
 
Whitney Schultz & Brianna  
Carroll, Nursery Caregivers 
 
Whitney and Brianna will provide 
staffing of our nursery for infants 
and toddlers on Sunday mornings 
during the 2019-2020 school 
year. Whitney will be a senior at 
Lakeville South High School. She 
enjoys dancing, hanging out with 
her friends and family, and caring 
for animals.  
 
Brianna is a senior at Lakeville 
South High School and an af-
firmed member of St. John’s. She 
spends her time doing music with 

choirs at school and at church. 
She is an avid babysitter and 
loves spending time with kids. 

 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

Brianna Carroll 

Whitney Schultz 

Children,  youth, and  family 

 

Why church? Why this church? Why this church 
for young people?  

A s pastors and church staff, 
we hope that you will invite your 
neighbor, your grandkids, and 
your friends to church this Rally 
Day. But before you invite, do 
this. Ask yourself these questions: 
Why church? Why this church? 
Why do you think church is impor-
tant for kids and youth? Here are 
ideas to consider to those ques-
tions: 
 
Why church? We come to 
church to hear God’s word, to be 
encouraged, share one another’s 
joys and burdens, and to be in 
community with others across the 
generations. Church is one of the 
last places where all the genera-
tions gather. This is a gift to the 
church. 
 
 

Why this church? At the core of 
St. John’s mission is Jesus. We 
welcome all people to share and 
celebrate the saving power of 

Jesus Christ. We invite people to 
this church because we believe in 
Jesus. That’s we what share! 
 
Why this church for young peo-
ple? Young people are curious 
about God and about faith. They 

have big questions that are wor-
thy of good answers. Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries of St 
John’s would like to accompany 
parents on this journey, and we 
have found it takes a community 
of people to guide, teach, and 
pray for them. Consider joining in 
the Rally Day and Wednesday 
Evening Programming Festivities! 
 
So invite your family, grandkids 
and neighbors to join in the fes-
tivities here at on Sunday, Sep-
tember 8. It’s going to be a grand 
day!  
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Children,  youth, and  family 

 

Programming 
 

It’s Rally Day on Sunday,  
September 8! 

 

C hildren, Youth, and Family 
Ministries is excited to reboot the 
school year. On Rally Day at 
9:40-10:30 a.m. - Sunday School 
will have a petting zoo, outdoor 
painting, and of course, the Abel 
and Zabel puppets will be there. 
There is also a Youth Open 

House at 9:40 a.m. in the Youth 
Room to meet our new Children, 
Youth and Family Director, 
Amanda Boe. She has some 
great ideas to share with you and 
your student.  
 

Wednesday Programming 
starts September 11 

 
All programming including Ablaze 
(5th and 6th Grade), Affirm 
(Confirmation Ministry for 7th-9th 
grade) and High School Youth 
Group start at 7:00 p.m.  
 

**Special note for Wednesday, 
September 11 for Affirm students 
and their families at 7:00 p.m. 
Together, we will have an ice 
cream social and learn about the 
2019-2020 expectations for con-
firmation students. Mark your cal-
endars now.  
 
Please register online at sjlcl.org. 
Any questions?  
 

 

Activities and Event to Put on your Calendar 

Meet and Eat 

Y outh are fed food, faith, 
have some fun and connect with 
friends. All dates and times can 
be found on the youth page on 
our website.  
● Sundays, 7th-12th grade 

12:00 -2:00 p.m. 
 
Dates for September & October:  
● September 15 Pizza and Vi-

kings/Packers game- 12:00-
2:00 p.m. 

● October 13 Sub Sandwiches- 
Games & Karaoke  

 
Youth Open House 

September 8- All youth 7th-12th 
grade are invited to visit the youth 
room for an open house from 
9:40-10:40 a.m. Information of the 
upcoming year will be available, 
an opportunity to vote on upcom-
ing fun activities and food items. 
The best donuts will also be 
served! Please come and say 
hello and introduce yourself, 
thank you! Amanda Boe.  
 

MEA Lock-in and Retreat at 
Base camp!  

Youth in 7th-12th grade join us for 
a retreat/lock-in all rolled into one.  

An extremely adventurous experi-
ence of rock climbing, survival 
skill training, pizza and more! 
Thursday, (MEA break) October 
17, 8:00 pm-8:00 am please sign 
up with Amanda in youth room to 
attend this event! 

 
10th, 11th, 12th grade Faith  

Explorers 
Discover and learn about other 
faiths as we attend services at a 
Synagogue, Catholic Church, and 

Baptist Church—share pie and 
coffee afterwards, as well as dis-
cussion of what surprised us and 
what may have confused us. Pos-
sibly develop a deeper apprecia-
tion for our Lutheran roots and 
traditions as well as a richer un-
derstanding of who our neighbors 
are. Sign up with Amanda in the 
youth room if you are interested in 
this group! We will determine 
times and dates that will work for 
all who are interested.  
 

Senior to Senior 
Senior High School students pair 
up with a senior member and ex-
change ideas of what life skills 
are needed of Christians of all 
ages. Be part of an exchange of 
ideas, spiritual growth and a pos-
sible new friendship and equal 
mentorship. Find that there is 
more common ground than you 
may have imagined. Please sign 
up with Amanda in the youth 
room.  
Possible topics are: 
● Maintaining a relationship 

with Christ during life 
changes (college, retirement). 

● Financial and Internet secu-
rity–tips on how to save, 
spend and protect.  

(Continued on page 18) 
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Ace on Sunday mornings 

 

Grab a cup of coffee, a donut and meet in the narthex 
at 9:40 a.m. each Sunday for exciting presentations. 
 
Rally Sunday 9/8 
A New Season; A New Staffing Structure for CYF! 
with Pastor Andy 
Please join us in the sanctuary on Rally Sunday as 
Pastor Andy welcomes our return to the Adult Chris-
tian Education program year! Come for an update on 
our SJLCL staffing structure, the focus of our new 
CYF Specialist, Amanda Boe, and learn about some 
of the vision we've put into reshaping CYF ministry. 
Afterwards, we encourage everyone to take a mo-
ment to find Amanda in the Youth Room, welcome 
her to St. John's, then follow this up with fellowship, 
treats and coffee or juice in the narthex. 
 
Sunday 9/15  
Mark of Discipleship #5: Being Generous Stew-
ards with Pastor Andy 
This session will focus on the key ways in which our 
individual life story has been shaped by stewardship. 
We will discover with one another how we were 
taught to be givers, how our perspectives on giving 
have changed over time, how, at times, giving seems 
so easy, and how, perhaps, giving has been a chal-
lenge for us. We will also dig into learning about how 
our spiritual journey affects our stewardship journey. 
Join Pastor Andy for this important topic and come 
ready for some enlightening conversation and faithful 
interaction. 
 
Sunday 9/22  
SJLCL Ministry Teams 101:  
Ministry Teams at St. John's create the framework for 
connecting people with the active ministries of the 
church. At this session, we'll have a chance to learn 
about what they do, how they do it, and, importantly, 
why they do what they do. From Human Resources & 
Administration to Ministry Finance, from Worship Arts 
Ministry to Campus Properties and every other team 
in-between. Come join the conversation and learn 
about the "Why?" of Ministry Teams from some of 
those behind the scenes. 
 
 

Sunday 9/29 
NO ACE this Sunday.  
 
Sunday 10/6 
A Trio of Organists  
With our long-time, much-loved organist, Shirley Pe-
terson, only recently retired, we now have a new trio 
of organists leading St. John's worship services one 
week to the next. Wouldn't it be interesting to get to 
know a little more about these people who make key-
boards sing? Come hear the story of one of our 
church organists, and sing along as she plays a few 
of her favorite hymns! 
 
Sundays 10/13, 10/20 and 10/27 
Martin Luther and the Crazy Call to Follow Jesus 
with Mark Tranvik, Professor of Religion, Augs-
burg University 
In this new three-part series, Dr. Mark Tranvik, Pro-
fessor of Religion and Chair of the Religion Depart-
ment at Augsburg University in Minneapolis, will lead 
us in revisiting Discipleship from the Lutheran per-
spective, fleshing out the heart of Martin Luther's un-
derstanding, and walking with us as this series culmi-
nates in our Reformation Sunday observance. Here is 
the three-week overview: 
 
Sunday, 10/13—Martin Luther's Revolution 
We usually don't think of Luther as a radical but that 
is certainly how he was viewed in his time.  His un-
derstanding of the gospel freed people to think about 
their faith in new and imaginative ways.  His teaching 
is also a challenge to the church of today. 
 
Sunday, 10/20—Messy Diapers and Crying Chil-
dren: Discipleship in the Home 
Luther's teaching on vocation put an emphasis on 
discipleship in home and family life.  In this session 
we will look at Luther's remarkable marriage to 
Katherine von Bora and see how the two of them set 
in motion a whole new way to think about faith and 
family. 
 
Sunday, 10/27—Luther on Discipleship and Poli-
tics: They Belong Together 
Luther was deeply involved in the politics of his time.  
He also gives our church some helpful guidance for 
how our faith does and does not get translated into 
the turbulent politics of our age. 
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Worship and music 

 

New Sermon Series Beginning September 8 
 

E veryone has a name - there are traditional family names to adopted gotcha day names, nicknames, and 
sainted middle names. This fall from September 8 to November 3, we will engage Bible stories about being 
named or renamed, about names with meaning and we even get God's name. Each Sunday, we will be asking 
"What's in a name?" Hope you can join us! 

Veritas at St. John’s! 
 

T he professional vocal ensemble Veritas will 
be coming to St. John's Sunday, September 29 to 
lead a special worship service in the morning at 10:00 
a.m. (there will only be one service this day) and per-
form a concert in the evening. For more information 
about the group, please visit their website at: http://
veritasfive.com/. Special thanks to Bob Rustvold 
for all the work he is doing to bring Veritas to our con-
gregation. It will be a weekend you will want to mark 
down to be a part of. There will be MUCH more infor-
mation about this in upcoming Sunday bulletins. Sunday, September 29 

● 10:00 a.m. worship 
● 6:00 p.m. concert 
● A free event—all are welcome! 
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Celebrating 50 Years of Walking—Sunday, October 13 

Serving others 

 

50  years of ending hun-
ger together. Join this legacy to 
step out for the next generation 
on Sunday, October 13. 
 
CROP Hunger Walks are com-
munity-wide events sponsored by 
Church World Service and organ-
ized by local congregations or 
groups to raise funds to end hun-
ger at home and around the 
world. 
 
Background 
With its inception in 1969, CROP 
Hunger Walks are “viewed by 
many as the granddaddy of char-
ity walks,” notes the Los Angeles 
Times (Oct. 26, 2009). 
 
On October 17, 1969, a thousand 
people in Bismarck, ND, walked 
in what may have been the start 
of the hunger walks related to 
CROP – and raised $25,000 to 
help stop hunger. As far as we 
know, York County, Penn., was 
the first walk officially called the 
CROP Walk for the Hungry – and 

that event has been continuous 
since 1970. Several other CROP 
Hunger Walks occurred soon 
thereafter, and before long there 
were hundreds of Walks each 
year in communities nationwide. 
 
Currently, well over 2,000 com-
munities across the U.S. join in 
more than 1,300 CROP Hunger 
Walks each year. More than five 
million CROP Hunger Walkers 
have participated in more than 
36,000 CROP Hunger Walks in 
the last two decades alone. 
 
What does CROP stand for? 
When CROP began in 1947 
(under the wing of Church World 
Service, which was founded in 
1946), CROP was an acronym for 
the Christian Rural Overseas Pro-
gram. Its primary mission was to 
help Midwest farm families to 
share their grain with hungry 
neighbors in post-World War II 
Europe and Asia. 
 
Today, we’ve outgrown the acro-
nym but we retain it as the historic 
name of the program. CROP 

Hunger Walks are interfaith hun-
ger education and fundraising 
events sponsored by Church 
World Service and organized by 
CWS local offices across the U.S. 
 
Where do CROP Hunger Walk 
funds go? 
CROP Hunger Walks help to sup-
port the overall ministry of Church 
World Service, especially grass-
roots, hunger-fighting develop-
ment efforts around the world. In 
addition, each local CROP Hun-
ger Walk can choose to return up 
to 25 percent of the funds it raises 
to hunger-fighting programs in its 
own community. 
 
CROP Hunger Walks help to pro-
vide food and water, as well as 
resources that empower people to 
meet their own needs. From 
seeds and tools, to wells and wa-
ter systems, to technical training 
and micro-enterprise loans, the 
key is people working together to 
identify their own development 
priorities, their strengths and their 
needs something CWS has 
learned through some 68 years of 
working in partnership around the 
world. 

 

 
St. John’s will be hosting this 

event for the third year on  
Sunday, October 13. Activities 
begin at 1:00 p.m. Please join 
us in the walk and support at 
https://www.sjlcl.org/events 
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Serving others 

 

Open Arms 
Www.sjlcl.org/signup 

 

P lease join us for our second volunteer oppor-
tunity at Open Arms!! On Tuesday, October 8 from 
4:30 - 7:00 p.m. volunteers from our church (and 
friends...) will be assisting at Open Arms in Minnea-
polis. Open Arms is a nonprofit that cooks and 
delivers free nutritious meals to people living with 
life threatening illnesses in the Twin Cities. 
 
Our time slot includes an orientation at 4:30 p.m. and 
then assisting in the kitchen from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
This opportunity is open to a minimum of 6 volunteers 
and a maximum of 12. All ages 8 years and up are 
welcome (if you are under 12, there needs to be a 1 
to 1 ratio). 
 
Please join us by signing up by September 20. 
The address for Open Arms is 2500 Bloomington 
Ave., Mpls., MN  55404. Sign up at www.sjlcl.org/
signup. We are excited to return to Open Arms! 
Thank you, The Compassion Team, Nancy Schmitz: 
612-559-9800. 

Armful of Love 
Special Giving Opportunity 

 
September/October Pink Offering Envelopes 

 

T he special offering for September and Octo-
ber  has been designated by the Compassion Team 
to be given to Armful of Love. 
 
Christmas will be here before we 
know it and once again we are re-
minded of Armful of Love.  St. 
John’s has participated in the Arm-
ful of Love program through Dakota 
County’s 360 Communities for a 
number of years and will do so 
again this year.  Armful of Love provides Christmas 
gifts to children and their parents who otherwise 
would receive none. St. John’s members have spon-
sored hundreds and hundreds of people over the 
years. We are hopeful that many of you will open your 
hearts to this exceptional opportunity to outreach to 
the less fortunate. Your contribution will go a long way 
in helping others in our community. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution toward 
this worthwhile cause, please use your offering en-
velopes, or a pink envelope marked Armful of Love 
and place in the offering plate, drop off or mail into the 
church office. Online giving is also available at 
www.sjlcl.org follow the “Online Giving” tab in the 
footer section of each page. 

Serving on a Sunday 
 

N eeded St. John's members willing to be a 
Sunday Worship Coordinator. A Worship Coordinator 
is what is currently known as a Deacon. Deacons are 
St. John's council members, at present. We want to 
expand this so church members and past council 
members can serve this role. Essentially, a Worship 
Coordinator has duties on Sunday mornings that in-
clude: confirming others involved in helping lead the 
worship service have arrived and know their tasks; 
answer questions at the Welcome Desk and point 
people in the right direction; help the pastors get cru-
cifers and acolytes robed and lined up; fill in with as-
sisting in Holy Communion if someone cannot be 
here; assure doors to the church are locked and 
lights turned off after second service. Worship Coor-
dinators will only be responsible for one service each 
Sunday morning. We hope to develop of good cadre 
of people (20+) in the next 3-4 weeks who are willing 
to serve in this way. Training will be provided. Please 

(Continued on page 19) 

Loaves and Fishes 
 

W e will be serving dinner for Loaves and 
Fishes at Easter Lutheran (by the Lake) at Cliff and 
Pilot Knob on Thursdays, September 19 and Octo-
ber 17. Volunteers are needed to prepare the food 
from 4:00-5:00 p.m. and serve the food from 5:15-
7:15 p.m. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
narthex above the children’s coat rack.  
 

(Continued on page 19) 
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History theatre 
 

T ickets have been reserved for the History 
Theatre at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 3 to see 
the production of Gloria a Life. The cost is $23. It is a 
reflection of Gloria Steinam’s life as an important fig-
ure in America’s feminist movement. If you are inter-
ested in reserving a ticket leave your name in the 
church office or email gingergustafson@hotmail.com.  
The last date to reserve a ticket is September 23.  
We will go out for lunch after the performance—fun! 

RALLY SUNDAY 
collections 

T here are two opportunities for giving starting 
on Sunday, September 8, one in Minneapolis and 
the other in Tanzania. The items we will be collecting 
for Newborn Kits will go to Tanzania and the other is 
for Blizzard Bags for seniors, a program through Lu-
theran Social Service. The Blizzard Bags are given to 
individuals who receive Meals on Wheels, but during 
snow storms, like we had this last winter, their meals 
are not delivered. If you would like to donate an item 
or two place them in the container in the narthex.  
Both the Newborn Kits and the Blizzard Bags will be 
assembled as part of a Global Sunday and the Bliz-
zard Bags will be assembled as part of the South 
Cluster meeting October 19. Below is a list of items 
that are needed—even one item will help to make 
these projects a success. 
 
Newborn Kits 
● 1 regular size bath towel 48” or 52” 
● 1 wash cloth 
● 1 bath size ivory soap  
● 1 newborn cotton tee shirt 
● 1 newborn stocking hat  
● 1 receiving blanket 30 x 30 
● 2 cloth diapers  
● 2 diaper pins 

Blizzard Bags 
● 1 or 2 cans tuna or chicken 
● 1 – 14oz fruit or 2 – 4oz 
● 1 – 14oz vegetables or 2 – 4oz 
● 4 packages saltine crackers or cheese/peanut 

butter 
● 2 hot chocolate packet 
● 2 desserts – granola bars or pudding 

Women’s ministry 

 

SOUTH CLUSTER 
 

T he annual south cluster meeting of WELCA 
will be on October 19 at St. James in Burnsville from 
9:00 to 12:00 p.m. All the items that have been col-
lected for the Blizzard Bags will be pack that morning.  
Let someone on the WELCA board know if you are 
interested in attending as St. James would like to 
know how many women to prepare bunch for. 

SCANDINAVIAN DINNER 
 

W e are already thinking about the Scandina-
vian Dinner especially the ticket sales. Tickets will go 
on sale October 1. Call Linda Moe at 952-469-3718 
for tickets. The dinner itself will be on Saturday, No-
vember 9. Watch the Sunday bulletin for the times of 
the cookie workshops. Most of them will take place 
the first week of November. Join in the fun with the 
cookie making or helping with the preparations for the 
dinner on Friday, November 8, or the day of the din-
ner. It is a wonderful money raiser and so many chari-
ties receive donations because of the dinner. Sign-
ups will be in the narthex soon. 
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Ministry finance 

 

T he Ministry Finance Team presents this Fi-
nancial Performance Report (“FPR”) for July 2019 to 
the St. John’s Lutheran Church Congregation and St. 
John’s Lutheran Church Council.  
 

General Fund Report 
 

For July 2019:  
● Offering revenue was $35,696; which is 15.95% 

below budget for the month 
● General Fund revenues were $38,179; which is 

18.64% below budget for the month 
● General Fund expenses were $42,922; which is 

12.16% below budget for the month 
● General Fund net performance was negative 

$4,743 for July 
 
Year to date (“YTD”) 2019: 
● General Fund revenues are $311,792; which is 

right at budget (99.4%) for the year 
● General Fund expenses are $315,728; which is 

11.07% below budget for the year 
● General Fund net performance is a positive 

$30,595 from January through July 
 

Comments & Observations: 
July revenue was below the budgeted amount. Ex-
penses continue to be lower than budget thanks to a 
couple of factors. Staffing expense for July was below 
budget due to adding the CYF Director position in 
mid-July and the compensation for that position will 
be reflected on the financial statement beginning in 
August. The amount budgeted for Capital Improve-
ments has not been used yet. That will be used later 
in 2019, which will bring the Property expenses in line 
with the Property budget. 
 
The church utility cost for electricity and natural gas is 
nearly 12% below budget for January – July 2019. 
This is attributable in large part to energy improve-
ments made (LED Bulbs, etc.) during the year. 
 
From January 1 to July 30 year-to-date General and 
Benevolence Fund cash has increased by $26,447, 
which is helpful as we are in the summer month pe-
riod where gifts tend to decline as people go on vaca-
tion and worship at other churches. 
 

Benevolence Fund Report 
 

The Benevolence Fund is allocated a portion (6%) of 
total revenues. Benevolence Fund expenditures are 
limited to the amount allocated to the Benevolence 
Fund.  

During the year, there often is a positive balance in 
the Benevolence Fund. Expenditures are commonly 
made later in the year or when funds are allocated to 
the Benevolence Fund for distribution. The Benevo-
lence Fund has no direct effect on monthly financial 
performance. 

 
Building Fund Report 

For July 2019: 
● Building Fund revenues were $8,375 
● Building Fund expenses were $10,094 
● Building Fund Net was a negative $1,707 
 
Year to date (“YTD”) 2019: 
● Building Fund Revenue are $77,862 
● Building Fund expense are $90,658 
● Building Fund net is a negative $12,730 
● The negative YTD includes an additional Princi-

pal payment of $20,000 in March 
● Adjusting for the additional principal payment the 

Building Fund has a net positive result of $7,270 
 

Comments and Observations: 
Building Fund performance was unfavorable for July 
with the mortgage payment and expenses exceeding 
contributions and interest income by $1,707. Most 
likely this unfavorable performance is the result of 
reduced summer contributions as members are on 
vacation, visiting relatives, or simply unable to attend 
church the past month. 
 
For the first seven months of 2019, the Building Fund 
performance has resulted in over ½ of the additional 
$20,000 principal payment being recovered from 
member contributions. The current fund balance in 
the Mortgage Account continues to provide a healthy 
5-month reserve for mortgage payments. 
 
The members of the Ministry Finance Team are al-
ways available and willing to answer any financial 
related questions or provide information about the 
financial operations of St. John’s. Contact the church 
office to be put in touch with a Ministry Finance Team 
member or if you see Barry Fick, Mark Gelle, Kari 
Jacobs, Mike Sobota, Lisa Drogemuller, Andy 
Schultz, Ron Robinson, or Brad Paulson in 
church, don’t hesitate to talk with them for additional 
information. We thank you for your ongoing financial 
support and encourage you to remain faithful in your 
giving as the year unfolds. 
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Letters of Thanks from our Sponsored Students in Tanzania 
Letters of gratitude will be shared each month in the Journal. 

Global missions 
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Creation  care 

 

Are you interested in caring for 
the environment?  

 

S t. John's will host one of four area viewings of the film, "Paris to Pittsburgh," on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22, at 4:00 p.m. The film is 60 minutes and will be followed by discussion of practical ways we 
can impact the environment and climate crisis in positive ways as individuals, families, and faith commu-
nities.  This event is free and open to the public. You are invited! 

Weddings  
July 13  Christopher James Doffing and  
  Brittany Jayne Bieber 
 

August 17 Erik A. Sandberg and 
  Shawna Persaud 
Baptisms 
June 30  Reece James Record 

July 26  Jaylah Elizabeth Polk 

July 26  Charlee Lynn Hemauer 

August 25 Maxwell Thomas McKay 

August 26 Hazel Veronica McKay 

Funerals 
July 12  Agnes Evelyn Christiansen 
 

August 3 David Harry Horn 

St. John’s Family 
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Continued 

 

did He feel utterly free and joyful?  This is a new 
paradigm for us because we can't imagine the out-
come (His crucifixion) of Jesus being given to the 
world as joyful.  Yet, I believe God did give Jesus to 
the world out of joy.  For all the reasons God gave 
Himself to the world in Jesus, the clarity is that this 
happened (and still happens) from sheer love.  And 
I'm sure we all agree that sheer love is also the ex-
perience of joy.  Pure, freeing joy.   
 
I wanted to tell you about one little slice of my per-
sonal story of giving because we will hear, in Sep-
tember and October, slices of other people's stories 
of giving.  It seems clear from the Bible that giving 
really is at the heart of God and of us having a 
faith in God.  God's most profound acts are acts of 
giving:  giving the world and creation to us to enjoy, 
thrive in, and care for;  giving Jesus Christ, who will-
ingly gave up His own life, in order to cover and heal 
our own sinfulness but also to give us abundant life 
in all circumstances;  giving us faith daily as a gift so 
we can trust in God as the very shepherd of our real 
lives;  and giving us everything we need from day to 
day to live and thrive. 
 
In this stewardship re-emphasis time of the church 
year, when we re-commit ourselves to giving faith-
fully, selflessly, and perhaps in a way beyond what 
we formerly imagined, what are some of the founda-
tions of your own personal story of being a giver?  
Think about how life-giving it would be if we could 
ever sit down together and hear all of our stories!  I 
think we'd be astounded by the people and situations 
that have inspired us to increase our giving, our atti-
tudes, and our spirit.  Thank you for your witness to 
God through your giving, your commitment to St. 
John's, and your faith, especially in these important 
and abundant fall months. 
 
In Christ and in gratitude for you, 
 
Pastor Andy 

(Continued from page 3) 

nian choirs (and people) will continue to work to-
gether, exploring their common faith. 
 
The challenging part of the trip was to try and forget 
the comforts that we enjoy in Minnesota and under-
stand the culture and lifestyle of the Tanzanians. It is 
thought provoking to see how much they do with so 
little in material goods. 
 
St. John’s has a companion congregation in Tanza-
nia. I was there 5 years ago and if you are willing to 
open your mind to new experiences, I recommend 
you accompany a trip to visit St. John’s companion 
congregation. As the Kumbia BKB tour leaders noted 
about our journey, I am sure a trip to Tanzania “will 
deepen your appreciation and broaden your under-
standing of the life we share with our Tanzanian 
companions.” 

(Continued from page 4) 

● Understanding changes in relationships as we 
grow. The role of church and faith as a young 
adult and older adult.  

 
There will be three meetings throughout the year: fall, 
winter, and spring. 
 

Trunk or Treat 
Save the Date for Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 
27 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. The Children, Youth, and 
Family Team needs your help with hosting a trunk, 
working stations, or as easy as donating candy! Con-
tact anyone from the team (Pastor Heather, Amanda 
Boe, Nicole Major or Elisa Brown) with questions or 
to volunteer to help.  

(Continued from page 9) 

Wednesday 
E-blast 

stay informed 
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Continued 

 

talk to one of the pastors with your interest or ques-
tions. Thank you! A training session will be held on 
Monday, September 9 at 6:00 p.m. Also needed are 
ushers, please contact Lowell Grimm if you are 
interested at 952-469-1374 or  
grimmlo@yahoo.com 

(Continued from page 13)   (Worship Coordinator) 

If you would like to make a monetary donations to-
ward this effort, please place your donation in an en-
velope marked “Loaves and Fishes” and place it in 
the offering plate or bring it to the church office.   
 
Any questions, contact Kathy at 
● 612-414-5073 or 
● kmcomer72@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you for your help with this serving opportunity.  

(Continued from page 13) (Loaves and Fishes) 

 

Wednesday Evenings at 
St. John's this Fall! 

 
Beginning September 11 

 

 5:30-6:30 pm - Fellowship Supper 

 5:50-6:30 pm - Praise Singers rehearsal 

 6:30-7:00 pm - Worship 

 7:00-7:30 pm - Grace Singers rehearsal 

 7:00-8:00 pm - Affirm, Ablaze 

 7:00-8:30 pm - High School Youth Group 

 7:00-8:00 - Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
Sunday School starts September 8 at 9:40 am. 
There will be a petting zoo, outdoor painting, and 
of course, the Abel and Zabel puppets will be 
there! To register for Sunday School (age 3-4th 
Grade), go to www.sjlcl.org 
 

Thank you to St. John’s 
 
St. John’s,  
 Thank you so much for supporting me 
throughout my life and for this [God in My Life] schol-
arship. St. John’s has been such an amazing home 
for me. Thank you for helping me become who I am.  
 God Bless, Catie Haugen 
 
To the staff at St. John’s Lutheran, 
 From our family to  you, we would like to 
thank you for allowing us to park a few of our cars in 
your parking lot during our son’s graduation party! 
The date was June 15 and it was a blessing to us and 
we appreciate it so very much. The lady in the office 
was so sweet and kind when I stopped in! 
 With sincere thanks Steve, Stacy, Dawnson, 
 Peyton, and Mykaela 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
 Thank you for baptizing Reece and making 
the day so special! We are so happy Reece is a child 
of God!! 
 Thank you CJ, Stephanie, and Reece Record 
 
St. John’s 
 Thank you, people of St. John’s! With your 
gifts you are bringing closer God’s intention, that all 
may be fed, that all may share in God’s abundance. 
 Robin, ELCA Mission Funding Director 
 
St. John’s 
 Thank you for the 88 pounds of food you do-
nated in June, the 135 pounds of food donated in 
July, and the 61 pounds of food donated in August. 
 The Open Door 

Get St. John’s App 

● Calendar of events 
● Prayer wall 
● Pop up Bible Study 

● Blog 
● Easy offering 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor: Andy Smith 
Pastor: Heather Roth Johnson 
Children, Youth, & Family Director:  
 Amanda Boe 
Financial Analyst: Tyra Wiemann 
Administrative Secretary: 
  Jill Fiereck 
Pre-teen 5/6 Ministry Director:  
     Nicole Major 
Vacation Bible School Coordinator: 
 Elisa Brown 
Nursery Care: Brianna Carroll,  
 Whitney Schultz 
Facility Care: Butch Oswald 
 
MUSIC STAFF 
Director of Music, Chancel Choir 
(10th-adult): Jonathan Kopplin 
Grace Singers (2nd-6th) & 
Praise Singers (7-12th) & 
Firelight Singers (Pre-K-4th) Director: 
 Amy Erlandson 
Chancel Choir accompanist: Jamye 
 Casperson 
 

Council President 
 Dan Brown 
 

Vice President 
 Pam Haukoos 
 

Treasurer 
 Kari Jacobs 
 

Campus Properties 
 Carol Risdal 
 

Christian Education 
 Perry Fuerniss 
 

Compassion 
 Dave & Kathy Comer 
 

Gratitude & Generosity 
 Dan Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Resources &  
Administration 
 Jim Buckley 
 

Ministry Finance 
 Barry Fick 
 

OAsis 
  
 

Women’s Ministry 
 Val Altendorfer 
 Diane Henning 
 

Worship Arts Ministry 
  Pam Haukoos 
 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 Tony Gleason 
 Megan Lillehei 
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