
20165 Heath Ave. PO Box 955 Lakeville MN 

952-469-4916 

"When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, Jesus' touch can call us back to life again.  Fields of our hearts, that 
dead and bare have been:  Love is come again like wheat arising green." 

 
Dear SJLCL friends, 
 
Last Sunday (Oct. 25, Reformation Sunday), we worshiped out in the parking lot on a beautiful, calm, yet very crisp 26 
degree October morning.  We sang the above verse from "Now the Green Blade Rises."  It occurred to me that, nor-
mally, this is an Easter hymn.  It is written from the perspective of having come through winter, or grief, into the warm, 
hope-filled light of spring hope and Easter promise.  It is the promise of the resurrection of Christ, that His resurrection 
promises us our own resurrections from everything that is deadening to us.  Last Sunday, however, we were singing 
this hymn of hope just as the wintry parts of our lives are bearing down on us. 
 
Perhaps, we stumbled into something, though, by doing this.  I think COVID has really impacted us, even more than 
we know.  Many are struggling with their mental health.  It is daunting to not know how long the pandemic will last.  So 
many things for people are in limbo.  It's impossible to make plans.  Experts have even told us not to hold family and 
friend gatherings for the holidays this year, or the virus will just keep spreading and growing.  We hate to hear this and, 
I am sure, are all trying to figure out how (or even if) to honor this.  Finally, even at church here, we can't be together 
like we want and it is much harder to stay in touch with each other.  I am feeling this "wintry," challenging time just like 
you are.   
 
What can we do about this?  First, I believe we should lower our expectations a bit.  This will help take some pressure 
off, so we can deal with other uncertainties. If we lower our expectations about needing things to be "normal" and in-
stead seek to find joy and gratitude in the new ways we can do things, this will be a "one-off" year and perhaps we'll 
feel more normalcy next year. 
 
Second, I think we need to continue to know that our good efforts at being safe and healthy are more about wanting 
the people around us to be safe and healthy than anything.  If we know each of us is needed to do our part to bring this 
virus to its end as soon as possible, we must see that we are honoring guidelines because we care about other peo-
ple, not just ourselves, and want our community, national, and global life together to be as good as it can be, as soon 
as it can happen.  The longer we flout guidelines or think uncritically about COVID, the longer the virus will hang on.   
 
This challenge is, indeed, a "wintry" challenge of our lives.  It isn't warm and joyful, but it is cold and hard.  We haven't 
had to deal with anything like this before.  But, now, here is where our faith enters importantly:  Jesus promises us 
new, springlike life after hard times like this and our faith is given to us by Him so we can trust Him, look to Him with 
hope, love Him for all His love of us, and love our neighbors deeply because we all have to be in this together.   
 
So, this month, as we move toward a most unique Thanksgiving and then Christmas, I want you to look not at what will 
change or be disappointing, but at what actually IS possible, and then be people who come at these holidays and next 
couple of months with great hope, anticipation, and even adventurous joy.  Just think, this may be the only time in your 
life you can worship on Christmas Eve in your car in the parking lot with hot chocolate you brought along...and some 
Christmas cookies you made...and sing your hearts out to Christmas carols as you gaze at the beauty of the lights and 
front of our church and look up into the heavens and literally see the stars and imagine Mary and Joseph and shep-
herds and wisemen following one, in particular, that drew them to the baby Christ, their Savior.  Those are the same 
stars we see 2000 years later and now Christ is the star that draws us to God's infinite love of us and the world.  Move 
into Thanksgiving this year with a new feeling of gratitude for God carrying us through this challenging year and time, 
and then look with great hope to Christmas when you will praise Christ for truly being our loving Savior...but also the 
loving Savior of everyone and the world itself.  Love has come to you and all of us again like wheat arising 
green!  Blessed Thanksgiving to you. 
 
In Him, 
 
Pastor Andy 
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Online Sunday School and  
Zoom in with teachers!  

 
Sunday School has gone indoors for the months of 
November and December.  Thanks so much to the 
CYF team and Sunday School teachers’ input we 
have come up with a plan that hopes to accomplish 
two goals. Our first goal is to continue to keep the 
promises of Baptism by bringing the word of God to 
our children. We will do that with our online part of 
the program by telling the story and provide sup-
porting activities to help learn that story. Our sec-
ond goal is to continue to grow relationships with 
peers and faith mentors. We are doing that by hav-
ing 15 minute zooms with teachers each Sunday.  
We are 2 weeks into this new routine and so far we 
have had a great response from our Sunday School 
families. Thank you all for your continued support 
as we continue to try new ways to engage our stu-
dents and families in God’s living story!  
 
To join online Sunday School: An email is sent out 
each Friday with the links our students need. Please 
contact amanda@sjlcl.org if you need more infor-
mation.  
 

Advent Wreath Making 
Save the date for November 15 for our next family 
fun event!  Each family will make an Advent wreath 
and learn a bit about the upcoming holy season of 
Advent. 
 
We will plan to have the event outside, masked and 
distanced. In the event of really cold or windy 
weather we will use the fellowship hall.  
 
Date/Time: Advent Wreath Making- November 15, 
following 9:00am parking lot worship.  
 
Please Sign up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040F4BADAF22A6F58-advent 
 
Contact amanda@sjlcl.org for any questions.  
 
Wednesday Nights at St. John’s 
Many thanks to our Return team we have changed 
up our Wednesday night routine that includes a hy-
brid version of Wednesday programs. We have 

moved our Affirm, Ablaze and High School Youth 
programs to an alternating week schedule with 
smaller groups. We have completed two weeks of 
this new schedule and really appreciate all of the 
students and families cooperation and support. It 
is wonderful to continue to build our faith and re-
lationships together safely in person.  
More information can be found on our website:  
5th grade/Preteen: https://www.sjlcl.org/preteen-
ministry 
Confirmation: https://www.sjlcl.org/youth 
High School: https://www.sjlcl.org/high-school 
 
Christmas ZOOMICAL!  
Our children’s music program is finding a way to 
thrive in a time when singing together in person is 
not possible. We hope you were able to watch our 
fall musical (zoomical) it can still be found on our 
website. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PbGwvLciNa4&feature=youtu.be  We will be 
working on a similar production for Christmas. 
Please let Amanda amanda@sjlcl.org  or Amy 
amy@sjlcl.org  know if your student would like to 
be part of this fun musical production!  
 
Trunk and Treat Thank you! 
Trunk and Treat was rescheduled for Nov. 1 due to 
weather. We had a great turnout and a beautiful, 
sunny afternoon for a costume parade and crea-
tive, contactless, candy collecting. Thank you to all 
of the participants and volunteers that made this a 
great event for fellowship and fun!  

  

mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4BADAF22A6F58-advent
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4BADAF22A6F58-advent
mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org
https://www.sjlcl.org/preteen-ministry
https://www.sjlcl.org/preteen-ministry
https://www.sjlcl.org/youth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbGwvLciNa4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbGwvLciNa4&feature=youtu.be
mailto:amanda@sjlcl.org
mailto:amy@sjlcl.org


Thank you!!! 

The Global Mission committee would like to say Thank 
You to Lisa Horn for the purchase a laptop and travel case 
for Muhunga. The last week of September we were able 
to send it to Tanzania with a representative of the Saint 

Paul Partners water project. We just got word that it was 
received!  Here they are with their new gift.  

Global Missions 

Pr. Msigala receiving the computer from St. 
John's. from left to right, General Secretary Ngogo,  

Bo Skillman, Juli Skillman, and Pr. Msigala  

Volunteer to be part of phone calling care ministry—email pastorandy@sjlcl.org  

The Holidays Are Coming! 
Only 1 order date left this year: December 6 

St. John’s can help you with your Holiday shop-
ping and you can help St. John’s partner parish in 
Muhunga, Tanzania, complete their medical dispen-
sary.  By purchasing gift cards for your everyday 
needs such as gas, groceries, home improvement, 
restaurants (think take-out), and coffee treats, as 
well as for your Holiday gift giving, we can make an 
impact on the lives of our brothers and sisters on the 
other side of the globe!  We are not keeping as many 
cards in our inventory as we used to, so to assure 
that you get the cards you want it is best to place an 
order.  It is easy to do from the comfort of your easy 
chair. Check out ShopWithScrip.com for the entire 
list of cards you can order.  If you do not already 
have an account it is easy to sign up.  A one-time 
Enrollment Code is required to connect your account 
to SJLCL. For security reasons you will need to con-
tact the church office at 952-469-4916 to obtain that 
code. Order only physical cards. Remember, you do 
not pay for your cards online. You will pay when you 
pick them up at church.  You may enter your order 
online any time, however, orders will be submitted 
only once a month. The deadline is 8 pm on the 1st 
Sunday of each month. Your order will then be avail-
able for pick up at church the following Sunday. You 
may also place your order by calling Selma Holm at 
952-469-5342 or emailing her at pinktriker@aol.com. 
Thank you for your support of our Global Missions 
projects. 

Contact Pastor Heather for immediate purchase 
of these cards (limited availability): 

$100 Kwik Trip, Cub 
$50 Kwik Trip, Target 
$25 Kwik Trip, Cub, Target, Home Depot, Fleet 

 Farm, Starbucks, Panera, Chipotle, Chili’s, 
 Cracker Barrel, Taco Bell, Holiday Gas, Speed
 way Gas, Under Armour, Old Navy/Gap,  iTunes/
 Apple 

$20 Little Caesar’s Pizza 
$10 Caribou, Starbucks, Bath & Body Works, 

 Buffalo Wild Wings, Dunkin Donuts, Great Har
 vest Bread, IHOP, Papa John’s, Papa Murphy’s, 
 Pizza Hut, Subway, Taco Bell 

$5 Barnes & Noble, Taco Bell, Panera 
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Book Discussion Event 
 
We had a great book discussion this month.  "Black Like 
Me" was a powerful book that will have a lasting  
impact on all of us. 
 
Our next book is, "Where the Crawdads Sing," by Delia 
Owens.  We will discuss it on  
Wed., Jan. 6, 2021, at 1:00 pm. 
 
Here is the Sign-Up Genius link to RSVP:  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084facaa2ea1fd0-book1 
 
Here is the Zoom link for our discussion on Jan. 6:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89794453923 
 
Of course, the Zoom link will be 
sent again closer to the 
date.  Encourage your friends 
to join us, as well, and forward 
this information to them. 
 
 

Consider It Nothing But JOY! 

By now you should have received your Stewardship 

mailing and pledge card.  You can make your pledge  

in these ways:   

1. Bring the pledge card to parking lot drive-in wor-

ship on Celebration Sunday, November 15 

2. Mail it to church at: St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

P.O. Box 955, Lakeville MN 55044 

3. Pledge Online by going to www.sjlcl.org scroll to 

the bottom of the homepage and click on 

“Stewardship 2020-2021”  then click on “Online 

Pledging” and fill out the form 

Thank you, in advance, for your prayer, pledging, and giv-

ing when we open the new year of 2021 as The Year of 

Joyful Action at St. John’s.  God bless you!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084facaa2ea1fd0-book1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084facaa2ea1fd0-book1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89794453923

