
Wedding  
Guidelines 

 
Information for those wishing to be married at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 

Love is patient;  

love is kind;  

love is not envious or boastful or  

arrogant or rude.  

It does not insist on its own way;  

it is not irritable or resentful;  

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing,  

but rejoices in the truth.  

It bears all things, believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things.  

Love never ends. 
1 Corinthians 13 



Please note that weddings will normally not be scheduled on the following days: 
 Holy Week (Palm Sunday through Easter) 
 Christmas Week 

Premarital Counseling 
 
 Please contact the pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church to arrange premarital 

counseling.  
 Normally the pastor of this congregation will officiate at your wedding and will 

meet with you several times for premarital counseling. If it is your desire to 
have a clergy person from outside the congregation participate or officiate, you 
must first consult with the pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church about such 
arrangements (note that instances where this is approved are very rare). For 
couples who live outside of the metro area, arrangements should be made for 
counseling with a pastor/counselor in the area where they live. A letter 
verifying this arrangement should be sent to the pastor performing the 
ceremony. 

 
Marriage in the Christian Church 

 
Welcome to St. John's Lutheran Church! We’re pleased that you have chosen to 
be married here in a Christian congregation. Marriage in the Church is significant, 
for it indicates your desire to base your relationship in the triune God. 
It is important to realize that in the Church, marriage is not a ceremony but a 
service of worship. Hence your guests are not mere spectators, but participants 
in the service. Your guests are the congregation itself—people who witness your 
vows towards one another and God’s promises to you. They are the ones 
through whom God will continue to support your marriage, and it is important to 
maintain a close relationship with them. 
 
At the heart of the marriage lies an exchange of vows for lifelong faithfulness and 
commitment. What makes your marriage unique is that you also seek God’s 
blessings and support for your relationship. 
 
As you consider marriage within the setting of worship—your vows, prayers, 
scripture, music, and perhaps Holy Communion—you may find the 
accompanying outline helpful. Please note that this outline is just that, and 
appropriate changes to the services should be made for your marriage. If you 
have any questions concerning the service, please speak with the pastor. God’s 
blessings to you as you begin your life together! 
 
 



The First Steps in Planning your Wedding 
 
Confirm the date of your wedding: Contact St. John's Lutheran Church to set 
the wedding date and rehearsal date. Please try to do this at least six months 
before the anticipated time of the ceremony and before you make other 
arrangements.  
 
Those who plan on being married are expected to consult with the pastor not 
only about the nature of marriage but also about the form of the marriage service. 
The date and time of marriage should not be announced before consulting with 
the pastor. On occasion there are congregational events taking place that will 
make it impossible to hold a wedding the same day. Members of St. John's 
Lutheran Church will have first consideration in the scheduling and planning of 
weddings. 
 

Invitations 
 
In ordering invitations, the suggested form for the address of the church is: 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
20165 Heath Ave. 

Lakeville MN 55044 
 

Arrange for an Initial Planning Session with the Organist 
 
It is expected that the organist for your wedding will be one of St. John's Lutheran 
Church organists. A list of names and phone numbers are listed at the back of 
this book. It is your responsibility to consult with the organist at least three 
months prior to the wedding. Outside organists must be approved by the pastor. 
If help is needed in selecting a soloist, the organist can assist you. 
 

The Marriage License 
 
A marriage license must be obtained prior to the wedding ceremony. The 
marriage license application is available at the County Treasurer’s office. Please 
note: there is a five-day waiting period from the time the application is filed to the 
actual effective date of the license. The license is valid for six months. Please 
see that the license is delivered to the church at least three days prior to the 
wedding. 
 
Wedding Fees: See last page, please. 
 



Planning the Wedding Service 
 
A Christian wedding is a worship service, an expression of God’s gift of love and 
human community. For some, a very traditional service is desired. For others, 
they may want to design or write certain parts of the service. This should be done 
in consultation with the pastor. Of course, what is done in the service should be 
appropriate to a service of worship and consistent with the Christian 
understanding of marriage.  
 
We also encourage participation by friends, family and the congregation in the 
service. If a family member is a clergy, he/she may conduct the wedding service 
with the pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church also participating.  
 

 Processional 
 Greeting 
 Declaration of Intention 
 Prayer 
 (Hymn/Solo) 
 Scripture Readings 
 Homily 
 (Hymn/Solo) 
 Vows 
 Exchange of Rings 
 Declaration of Marriage 
 (Hymn/Solo – Unity Candle) 
 Blessing 
 Prayers/Lord’s Prayer 
 Blessing 
 Presentation of the Couple 
 Recessional  

 
The wedding bulletin must be approved by the Pastor prior to printing. 

 
 
 

“…God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,  
and God abides in them.” 

 
1 John 4:16 



Selecting Scripture Readings 
 
You are encouraged to select Scripture that will be consistent with themes you 
want to emphasize. Two or more readings is appropriate. Members of your family 
or wedding party, or a friend, may serve as readers of the Scripture you select. 
Below is a list of possible Scripture readings: 
 
 At least 2: One from Old Testament and one from New Testament or Gospel. 
 Or 3: One from Old Testament, one from New Testament, and one from 

Gospels. 

 
 
 

Old Testament 
 
Genesis 1:26-31 
Genesis 2:18-24 
Genesis 24:50-53, 58-67 
Joshua 24:15 
Ruth 1:16-17 
2 Samuel 7:20 
Psalm 33:18-22 
Psalm 37:3-5 
Psalm 95:1-7 
Psalm 98 
Psalm 100 
Psalm 115?9-18 
Psalm 117 
Psalm 119:105 
Psalm 127 
Psalm 128 
Psalm 145 
Psalm 147 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
Proverbs 24:3-4 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Song of Solomon 2:10-13 
Song of Solomon 8:6a-7 
Isaiah 63:7-9 
Jeremiah 33:11 

New Testament 
 
Romans 
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
Romans12:9-12 
Romans 14:1-3 
Romans 15:5-6 
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 
Ephesians 3:14-19 
Ephesians 5:21-33 
Philippians 2:1-11 
Philippians 4:4-9 
Colossians 3:12-17 
1 Peter 2:4-9 
1 John 4:7-16 

Gospels 
 
Matthew 5:13-16 
Matthew 6:25-34 
Matthew 7:24-27 
Matthew 19:4-6 
Matthew 22:35-40 
Mark 10:6-9 
John 2:1-11 
John 13:34 
John 15:9-17 



Possible Marriage Vows 
 
Marriage vows may be chosen from below; or, these may be used as a model for 
writing your own. 
 
1. I take you _____________, to be my wife/husband from this day forward, to 

join with you and share all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you 
until death parts us. 

2. In the presence of God and this community, I ___________, take you 
___________, to be my wife/husband; to have and to hold from this day 
forward, in joy and in sorrow, in plenty and in want, in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, as long as we both shall live. This is my solemn vow. 

3. I take you _______________, to be my wife/husband, and these things I 
promise you: I will respect, trust, help and care for you; I will share my life with 
you; I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; and I will try with you to better 
understand ourselves, the world, and God; through the best and worst of what 
is to come, until death parts us. 

4. I take you ____________ to be my wife/husband. I promise before God and 
these witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to share with you in plenty 
and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and 
strengthen you, and to join with you so that together we may serve God and 
others, as long as we both shall live. 

 
Selecting Music 

 
The organist of the congregation will assist you in selecting music appropriate to 
your wedding service and will offer suggestions regarding vocalists and 
instrumentalists. 
 
The Manual on the Liturgy - reads, “The Marriage Service is a service of 
worship, and the music therefore must be carefully and discriminately chosen. It 
should embody high standards of quality and the texts should reflect the praise of 
God, the steadfast love of Christ for his church as the foundation and model for 
love and fidelity in marriage, the invocation of God’s presence and blessing.” In 
every case, music selected “should be of high quality and not cloud the mood of 
the service with triteness or sentimentality.”  
 
In summary, if you can answer “yes” to all of the following questions, the music 
you propose is probably appropriate: 

 
 



1. Does this music and its text reflect praise to God? 
2. Is it based on or does it reflect a scriptural theme? 
3. Is it appropriate for use in a regular service of worship? 
4. Is the music within the ability of the musicians to play or sing with assurance? 
 

Other Details 
 
Rehearsal 
Rehearsals are to be scheduled when the wedding day is scheduled. It normally 
occurs the evening before the ceremony but can be held the same day if 
necessary. All members of the wedding party (bride, groom, bridesmaids, 
groomsmen, flower girls, ring-bearers, ushers, and parents of the bride and 
groom) should be present at the time scheduled for the rehearsal. It is 
recommended that if using an organist, they play for the rehearsal. The pastor 
will walk the wedding party through the service from beginning to end. If 
everyone arrives on time, the rehearsal should take less than one hour. 
 
Ushers 
It is recommended that a minimum of one usher per 75 guests be present to seat 
guests and family members. More ushers will be needed if you intend to invite 
more than 150 guests. Groomsmen may serve as ushers. 
 
Wedding Bulletins 
It is helpful, but not necessary, to have a wedding bulletin to inform guests of the 
order of the service and the names of participants in the wedding party. They 
make nice mementos of the wedding. Wedding bulletins should not be printed 
until you have discussed the layout with the pastor. Ordering, typing and printing 
the bulletins is the responsibility of the couple.  
 
Decorations 
 Floral decorations are not necessary, but if desired, you provide them. The 

florist will provide appropriate vases. The local florists are acquainted with the 
church building and will be able to suggest various decorations for your 
consideration. No tacks, nails, or staples are allowed into the woodwork. If you 
wish to leave a floral arrangement in front of the altar for Sunday morning 
worship, please tell the pastor. Check with your florist for pew clips for bows 
(white pipe cleaners may also be used). 

 

 Paraments on the altar and lectern are determined by the season of the 
church year. They are not changed for weddings. 

 



 Candles The church has two brass altar candles (candles are furnished). The 
church has one brass unity candle stands which you may use (you furnish the 
unity candle and side candles). Designate an usher or acolyte to light the 
candles 10 to 15 minutes before the ceremony begins. Use the lighting tapers, 
which are located at the rear of the sanctuary. Use the candle snuffers to 
extinguish candles. To prevent wax from dripping on the tile and paraments, 
never blow out candles. Allow the wax to stiffen before removing candles after 
the ceremony.  

 

 Aisle Runners An aisle runner is allowed. The length of the aisle is 38 feet. 
Flower girls may scatter silk flower petals, but real flower petals are not 
permitted.  

 

 Rice throwing No bird seed, rice, glitter, or flower petals may be thrown inside 
or outside the building. The responsibility for cleaning up outside the church 
will be the responsibility of the bridal party. Bubbles may be used. 

 
Punctuality 
It is courteous to your guests, as well as an aid to a “stress-free” wedding 
ceremony, if the ceremony begins at the scheduled time. The guest book should 
be closed 10 minutes prior to the starting time (guests can sign the book at the 
reception) and the remaining guests ushered in. The mother of the bride is to be 
seated at the time the wedding is scheduled to begin. She is the signal to 
everyone that the service is ready to begin. 
 
Conduct of Guests 
As the wedding is set within the context of worship, participants and guests are 
expected to conduct themselves accordingly. The use of alcoholic beverages 
are not permitted on the church premises (building or parking lot). Persons 
under the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be asked to 
leave. Smoking is prohibited in the building. No food or beverages are 
permitted in the sanctuary at any time. 
 
Photographs and Videos 
Most people contract with a professional photographer to photograph or video 
tape their wedding. Floodlights or flash are not permitted during the ceremony by 
the photographer or guests. Any pictures taken during the ceremony must be 
done from the back of the church. Please inform you family and friends that no 
pictures are to be taken during the service while seated in the sanctuary. Allow 
those family and friends who wish to take pictures to do so before or after the 
ceremony. Video cameras with tripods may be used only in the rear of the 



sanctuary. If the wedding is video taped, the camera operator must not disrupt 
the service by moving around in front of the church. During the service, 
microphones will be available for readers, soloists and the pastor. It is the 
responsibility of the bridal party to communicate these guidelines to the vendors 
they contract with. Please inform those operating cameras to refrain from 
conversation during the ceremony.  
 
As a matter of courtesy to your reception guests, you may wish to consider 
taking your wedding pictures prior to the service.  
 
Sanctuary Seating: The sanctuary can seat 400 people comfortably (500 
shoulder-to-shoulder). The sanctuary is air-conditioned during the summer 
months. The temperature is pre-set and cannot be adjusted. 
 

Bride’s and Groom’s Checklist of Things to Think About: 
 
 Keep all appointments promptly, or notify those you have appointments with 

that you will be delayed and/or make new arrangements. 
 Before finalizing plans, check with the pastor, and/or organist to see if your 

plans conform with church policy. 
 Make sure all involved are notified of any change in plans. A small detail may 

seem unimportant, but could lead to problems. 
 When choosing your attendants, remember how much room there is at the 

altar. Don’t have so many that you are crowded. 
 If you have extra people you wish to honor, here are some suggestions that 

will help make your wedding go more smoothly: 
 Host and hostess (other than parents) to greet your guests in the 

narthex and at the wedding reception. 
 Teenagers to run gifts. 
 Someone to collect and remove wedding gifts from the church. 
 Someone to help with serving of small children and/or nursery care. 

 Double check all suppliers for delivery time of your wedding purchases. 
Church hours are 8:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

 Cake, flowers, dresses, etc. advise the church office of the time deliveries will 
be made to the church so that arrangements can be made to receive them. 

 Provide the church office with a complete list of flowers and/or other items on 
your floral order. The church office will then be able to check for errors with 
the florist. 

 Get all legal documents in order. Bring or send your marriage license and 
fees to the church office the Wednesday before the wedding.  



 Do as much as you can ahead of time. This will lessen last minute confusion. 
 Call on the pastor at any time if you have questions or you just need to talk to 

someone. He is here to assist you. 
 Gifts to your attendants should be given to them at the rehearsal dinner or at 

some time other than just before the wedding. Please do not expect the 
church personnel to do this for you. 

 In choosing someone for the guest book and for host or hostess, be sure they 
have a friendly, out-going personality. They see your guests before you do. 

 Check all sizes and colors of the wedding attire and accessories (men and 
women) before the wedding day. It is impossible to make alterations and 
exchanges just before the wedding. 

 Have all members of the wedding party, including ushers, at the rehearsal. 
 Give out-of-town guests and others instructions or a map on how to get to the 

church. 
 Allow plenty of time for yourself and your attendants to dress. 
 Cooperation with all involved in arranging your wedding is of vital importance 

to having a smoothly run, beautiful, memorable day. 
 Make arrangements for all rental items to be returned. 
 Have a thorough discussion with your photographer so you have a good 

understanding of what will take place and how long it will take. 
 Inform the pastor of the photography plans and give him a list of the people 

involved. 
 When working with the videographer, specify what you expect for finished 

product. Ask to see samples of their work. 
 Tell people involved and those helping what they are expected to do and 

when. The more they know ahead of time, the more you will be able to relax 
and enjoy this special day. 

 Arrange for someone to keep the dressing rooms (the room called “Mark” for 
women and the room called “Luke for the men) in order, collect personal 
belongings and clean up the rooms. The church is not responsible for 
anything left behind. 

 Ushers should be stationed at the sanctuary doors, ready to usher guests 
inside. They should refrain from visiting, as their attention is needed to keep 
things moving smoothly. 

 
 

“...as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

 
Joshua 24:15 



Wedding Fees 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Ave, Lakeville MN 55044 
Phone: 952-469-4916 ▪ Fax: 952-469-2707 

 
Wedding 
Members and Relatives......................................................................No charge 
Non members............................................................................................. $250 
 
The wedding fee includes: Rehearsal, wedding, bride’s room, groom’s room, 
and narthex 
 
Fellowship Hall (Includes all tables and chairs needed for reception). 
Members and Relatives......................................................................No charge 
Non members............................................................................................. $100 
 
Janitorial (Church, sanctuary, narthex, bathrooms) 
Sanctuary ................................................................................................... $125 
Fellowship Hall ........................................................................................... $100 
 
Pastor 
Members and Relatives.............................. (Honorarium, min. $250 suggested) 
Non Members............................................................................................. $350 
 
Organist 
Mandatory one-hour consultation ................................................................. $25 
Rehearsal ..................................................................................................... $25 
Wedding ..................................................................................................... $125 
Extra Rehearsal with soloists ....................................................................... $25 
 
Sound Technician....................................................................................... $75 
 
Forms 
 Please fill out a “Request for Church” Form if any other items or rooms are 

needed. 
 Please fill out a “General Audio/Video Event Request” form for all sound or re-

cording needs. 
 

$100 Deposit Required to Reserve Wedding Date 
 



Resources Within Our Congregation 
 
Organists 
 Shirley Peterson: pete8925@integra.net 
 Priscilla Thoreen: wallythoreen@gmail.com 
 Joanne Rodland: jhrodland@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them  
male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall  

leave his father and mother and be joined  
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ 

 So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  
Therefore what God has joined together,  

let no one separate.” 

 
Mark 10:6-9 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
20165 Heath Ave, PO Box 955 Lakeville MN 55044 

952-469-4916 ● www.sjlcl.org 


